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When my son Robert-Charles David 
married Serena Bernstein, our extended 

families grew to include not only the 
Bernsteins but other families including 
the Harris Berry family.  Audrey, my 
daughter-in-law’s mother, found a Berry 

family newsletter dated September 
1945 and knew that I would be 
interested in it. In it had this special 

report of the 1945 conference in San 
Francisco when the United Nations 
charter was adopted. My contribution 

here is made up of three parts: the 
report by Sidney Berry, excerpts from a 
note written by Mr. Berry’s wife, and an 
introduction by Etta R. Berry, the editor 

of the family newsletter.

A Report from an Extended Family from 1945

THOSE OF US WHO HAVE BEEN 
A R O U N D A W H I L E C A N 
REMEMBER THE HYPE, THE TALK 
AND THE PROMISES MADE TO 
SELL THE UNITED NATIONS TO 
THE COUNTRY. “THE UNITED 
STATES DID NOT JOIN THE 
LEAGUE OF NATIONS AND IT 
FAILED. ONCE AGAIN WE HAD AN 
OPPORTUNITY. WE MUST NOT 
ALLOW IT TO GO TO WASTE. IF A 
NATION, EVER AGAIN, THREATENS 
WAR, THE COUNTRIES OF THE 
WORLD WILL IMMEDIATELY 
BLOCKADE THAT COUNTRY LED BY 
THE BIG FIVE: CHINA, ENGLAND, 
FRANCE, RUSSIA, AND THE UNITED 
STATES. NO MORE WAR”

SUBMITTED BY R. C. (BOB) STOKES

1945: THE CONFERENCE, THE 
CHARTER, AND THE HOPE FOR 

PERMANENT PEACE

Audrey Bernstein

Serena Bernstein

Notes written by Mrs. Sidney Berry:

I thought you might be interested in having a few 
details of his work out there [San Francisco] to tell to 
the family, so I will quote from his letters. 

"THE BIG DAY (April 25)  - I have just returned from 
the Conference Hall. As each delegation arrived - 
garbed in their native costumes, gathered from the 
four corners of the world--there were "ohs .. and ahs" 
and “who is he's”- and everyone was anxious for a 
glimpse of Molotov--who by the way, stole the show.” 
"It's as if the wings of angels were over the Opera 
House hoping that humble men would learn how to 
finally live in peace."

Sidney is responsible for all propaganda as well as 
releases from the government --he is himself working, 
that is speaking in four or five languages and is 
producing, over the short wave airwaves in 18 languages. 

To give you an idea of the scope of his work-he writes 
and I quote: "This is the calm before the storm, 
because in exactly 15 minutes hell will break loose in 
this place. In rapid succession--all scheduled within 
the huur, are the Gov. Genl. of the Netherlands West 
Indies, the Foreign Ministers of Turkey and Liberia, 
the Chief of Staff of the Brazilian Embassy, the Press 



attache of the Yugoslav delegation. 
Then later the Press Attache of the 
Belgian Delegation, the Foreign 
Ministers of Iraq, Iran, the Dutch 
Governor, Mons. Bidault of the French 
delegation. Tonight I should have a very 
interesting task with the Brazilian 
Ambassador who is doing a show with 
me in Portugese.

Sidney is on leave from C.B.S. since 
Government business takes precedence 
over mere commercial work and may be 
gone for another month to six weeks--or 
as long as the Conference lasts.

When you saw him last, he was a 
lawyer but the war has changed many 
things and his contribution was to the 
OWI (Office of War Information)  which 
led to his being demanded by 
commercial radio and now I guess this 
Berry is going ahead in radio, as it 
seems to be a perfect place for his 
various talents. 

Signed: Beatrice M. Berry

Mrs.Sidney N. Berry
	


EDITOR' S NOTE: Sidney Berry, son 
of the late Abraham Berry, was for 13 
years a practicing attorney in New York 
City. He was trial counsel for various 
insurance companies, and a member of 
	
the panel of the American Arbitration 
Ass'n. 

When war came he wanted to do 
something in connection with, the war 
effort and not being eligible for the 
Army, offered the Office of War 
Information his services as a speaker. 
With many years of experience as a 
dramatic director in little theatre work, 
which was his avocation, the OWl. 
appointed him assistant program 
director. He, also became the featured 
commentator for BBC broadcasts in 
English and French from OWI, and later 
was morning newscaster at WNEW for 
a year and a 'half. At present he is the 
chief of radio production of the Iberian 
section of OWI and is on the staff of 
CBS doing newscasts and narrating the 
classical programs such aS the Eileen 
Farrell shows and the 3 P.M. Sunday 
Symphony. He also voices  Paramount 
newsreels. 

He was assigned by OWI to cover the 

San Francisco Conference, and this is 
his story.

The SAN FRANCISCO 
CONFERENCE By Sidney Berry
I wanted to get out to San Francisco to 
cover the Conference in the worst way, 
so our transportation officer at the OWI, 
a very obliging fellow, saw to it that I 
got there just that way. The “Scenic 
Route,” which served as our means of 
transportation, was quite the most hectic 
experience I have ever had. Six 
youngsters under the age of two and a 
dozen or more sailors added much color 
to the trip. I usually had two or three 
little “gremlins” sitting on the carriage 
of my typewriter -- (don't get me wrong, 
I love children) and I was not at all 
surprised when I turned my head for a 
few moments, to find a number: of odd 
punctuation marks on the paper. 
Through it all, our team did manage to 
get our preparatory work done.

The job assigned to me at San Francisco 
was to direct all radio programs 
emanating from the west coast 
concerned with the conference in all 
languages in which the OWI broadcasts. 
In addition, I was to broadcast a nightly 
commentary in English on the progress 
of the conference, two weekly 
personality stories in French, and two 
programs in Spanish every week. 
Originally there were to have been eight 
members of,the coverage team, but 
budgetary factors caused the personnel 
to be cut to four. Besides me, there was 
one man to be the coordinator and 
general editor of the scripts, one man to 
write two programs in German daily, 
and one man to cover the writing and 
editing for the Scandinavian languages. 
The reduced personnel made it 
necessary for a different division of 
work, so I found myself in the position 
of not only directing programs, but 
writing scripts, and acting as contact 
man in order to obtain the cooperation 
of the many delegates attending the 
conference. Editing and censoring all 
scripts in Spanish and French also came 
under my share of the work.

Just to give you an idea of how our 
assignments were carried out our work 
day started at 9:30 with a staff meeting 
at the Veteran’s Building where 

temporary offices and a studio were set 
up. The Veterans’ Building was, as you 
know, one of the two buildings where 
the work of the conference was carried 
on...the other being the opera house, 
next door, where the Plenary sessions or 
sessions of the full assembly were held. 
After the meeting, we set out on our 
task of contacting various delegates, 
and explaining that our facilities were 
open to them to broadcast their reports 
in their own languages to their home 
countries-the transmitters of OWI being 
the only means whereby their voices 
could be carried by radio into their 
native lands. The delegates were very 
busy people, and broadcasts had to be 
sandwiched in between meetings of 
committees and plenary sessions. Our 
studios were we11 occupied though, 
with ambassadors, foreign ministers, 
press attaches, famous reporters' and the 
like, from about 11 A.M. until 6 P.M., 
during which time we would record 
various talks, interviews, and other 
programs that came up from day to day.

There were also eight regular nightly 
commentators, who at the end of each 
day, would write a coverage report of 
the day's doings, in their own 
languages, and who would record their 
talks each night between 6:00 and 9:30 
at the main studios of the OWI in 
downtown San Francisco. Meantime I 
had to get my own report written and 
recorded before 10, when we would 
transmit all the material recorded during 
the day over a wire to the New York 
office. There it would be re-recorded, 
and distributed to the various language 
desks for incorporation in the following 
day's programs from the New York 
studios. Our one meal a day was usually 
around midnight, after our 16 hour 
working day was done.

As for the conference itself, I never saw 
a harder working, more sincere group of 
men and women as the delegates, 
consultants and advisers who were out 
at San Francisco to prepare a charter for 
world peace.

It was not surprising, but a bit 
disappointing to find so many 
pessimists among the myriad observers 
and journalists who came to S.F. It was 
quite a contrast to the optimism and 
sincerity of the delegates. Journalists 
are for the most part, a very hard-
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headed and skeptical group, and the 
thought of representatives of 48 and 
later 50 nations, sitting at one 
conference table planning a system 
whereby all the peoples of the world 
could live peaceably without giving 
vent to their selfish desires, without 
resort to force of arms, presented the 
picture of an almost insurmountable 
task.

I know that a long-winded description 
of what happened during the nine weeks 
of arduous work wouldn’t be too 
welcome, but I would like to point out a 
few things which were the subject of 
general public misconception. As you 
know, the basis of the Charter was the 
agreement drawn up at Dumbarton 
Oaks by the Big Four, which in turn, 
was based on the discussions of 
Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin at Yalta. 
The Dumbarton Oaks plan was only a 
rough draft and the Big Four knew that. 
That is why the Big Four’s 
representatives submitted 70 

amendments of the 700-odd put before 
the delegates for consideration. It is 
obvious that in drafting the Dumbarton 
Oaks charter, it was impossible for the 
Big Four to know the many problems 
which confronted each individual 
nation. And it is also obvious that to 
each nation its particular problems are, 
to it, most important. Therefore, when 
each nation became a unit at the 
conference, and each small nation had 
just as much voice as a large nation, the 
many individual problems were 
necessarily the subject of much 
discussion by all the delegates.

You can easily understand that if a rule 
were adopted to fit the problem of one 
small ntion it might conflict with that of 
another nation, so there had to be 
compromises in order to make a 
generally workable plan.

In making any general law, there are 
always some exceptions which work 
hardships, but that is the basis of 
democratic existence--the greatest good 
to the greater number. Now, two people 
walking arm-in-arm down the street 
don't make news, but two people in a 
fight do...and since the newspapers had 
to have some material for their 
headlines, all you read in the papers 
were stories about the many 
disagreements that existed at S.F. Very 
few people knew that of the 17 major 
points which finally made up the 
Charter, 14 were agreed upon within 
two weeks after the committee got 
under way. The knotty problems on the 
three major points consumed the 
balance of the time. This is not 
unreasonable when you consider that 
our own Constitution, which was an 
agreement among 13 small states - all of 
whose inhabitants spoke the same 
language - required 8 months for its 
drafting -- and, even then was not in any 
way of thinking, a perfect instrument. 
We have been amending it ever since.

In my opinion the S.F. Conference was 
a phenomenal accomplishment for the 
delegates of 50 nations, speaking some 
20 different languages, to have reached 
a basic working agreement in so short a 
time. But it's really not difficult to 
appreciate that it could have been done 
by the type of people who represented 
those nations. Certainly a lot of them 
were tough customers, and they fought 
well for what they thought their nations 
were entitled to - but nevertheless the 
greatest number of them knew that it 
could be achieved thru a workable 
democratic system.

One of the most democratic of all the 

delegates with whom it was my 
pleasure to work, was Jan Mazaryk, the 
Foreign Minister of Czechoslovakia. 
One incident stands out above all else in 
my relationship with the delegates. Mr. 
Mazaryk had done a VE day broadcast 
for us, which was 
very well liked.

When he returned 
to do another 
broadcast the 
following week, I 
greeted him with 
the formal "Good 
afternoon, your 
Excellency".. .He 
answered "What's this your Excellency 
business? 1’m a very informal fellow,” 
to which I replied, "Thank you for the 
privilege, Dr. Mazaryk". . . "Never mind 
the “‘doctor’,” he said, “Only phony 
PHD's use that title.” We laughed about 
it for a moment, and then he sat down to 
work...but sat with his back to the 
control room. I came in and suggested 
that it wasn’t quite cricket for him to 
turn his back on me, whereupon he 
came back with, “Berry, don’t you 
know that at some time in their lives 
even the most ardent lovers turn their 
backs on each other?”

My return trip was, fortunately, by 
plane, although less eventful. But I did 
come away with the satisfied feeling 
that something had been accomplished 
toward the establishment of a system 
for continued world peace.

The realization that peace was here for 
the present at last, came just a short, 
time ago - when the announcement of 
the Jap surrender was made. It was my 
privilege to be stationed at Times 
Square to report for CBS on the reaction 
of the populace. You all know, of 
course, about the tremendous crowds 
that joined in the celebration - throwing 
caution and restraint to the winds.

I had one reaction to the milling, 
screaming, energetic crowd...If all the 
energy which they expended in the 
celebration were harnessed to that task 
of making the world Charter a living 
reality, then truly we would have 
permanent world peace. 

I wonder what Mr. Berry thinks of 
the United Nations today, especially 
the treatment of the small nation of 
Israel which has had constant 
fighting and terrorist attacks  by its 
neighbors since its creation in 1947

Submitted by R. C. (Bob) Stokes
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