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More on Dating
If one uses records dated prior to 1752 he may become confused 
regarding the difference in calendars at that time.  Until 1752, the 
English year began on the 25th of March and consequently January, 
February, and March (up to the 25th) belonged to the same year as 
the preceding December.  For example, the year 1745 continued until 
March 25, and on March 26 the year began.  This was according to 
the Julian calendar which had been adopted by Caesar in 46 B. C.  
Another problem with the Julian calendar was that, although it took 
cognizance of the fact there are not precisely 365 days in a solar year, 
the margin of error was estimated to be such that the intercalation of 
one day every fourth year would make up for it.  This  was not quite 
correct, so that by the 16th century the accumulated error amounted 
to ten days.  In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII ordered the so-called 
Gregorian reform, omitting ten days of that year (the day following 
October 4 was October 15) to bring the calendar and the sun into 
correspondence again, and providing that the extra day of leap year  
be omitted from all years divisible by 100, except those divisible by 
400, thus keeping the calendar and the sun together.  England, 
however, to show her opposition to the Pope, clung to the old 
calendar, although many people in England and her colonies gradually began using the Gregorian 
system, at least so far as to count the new year as  coming on the first of January.  As a result, in order 
to avoid confusion, it became the custom when recording a date between January 1 and March 25 to 
"double date".  For example, the inventory of my ancestor, Benjamin Bidlack's, estate was dated "March 
the 11th 1740/41."  It was still 1740 according to the Julian calendar, but 1741 according to the 
Gregorian.  All of this  became extremely confusing when numerals  were substituted for the months, as 
was done by the Quakers.  The date 3:  12 mo:  1749 by the Julian calendar was actually intended for 
February 3, 1749.  To  convert this date to its Gregorian equivalent, it was not only necessary to change 
the year to 1750, but, since the Julian calendar was eleven days in error by 1750.  England and her 
colonies finally adopted the Gregorian calendar in 1752; September 2 of that year was followed by 
September 14.  An interesting historical footnote to this event is the fact that many uneducated people 
thought that Parliament was depriving them of eleven days of life.  There were actually riots in some 
parts of England, with mobs pressing through the streets crying, "Give us back our fortnight"
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