
Edgar Byrd Wright

Born: 4 Jun 1920, Jackson County, MS

Died: 4 Feb 1943, Egypt, North Africa

Father: Harry Fulgrum Wright, Sr.

Mother: Lennie Irene Stokes Wright

Grandfathers: John B. Wright

	 Edgar Holbert Stokes

Grandmothers: Fannie V. (?) Wright

	 Emily Eran Weems Stokes
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z Letter Number One z
It is amazing the things that troubled our ancestors and 
how much their problems resemble ours. This letter refers 
to “income tax.” Here is an airman (U. S. Army Air Corp) 
who is reminded that he must file his income tax and is 
warned of the penalty for failing to do so. Edgar Byrd 
Wright was my first cousin, the son of my father’s sister.  
This letter was written to our grandmother, Emily Eran 
Weems Stokes on 21 October 1941. Edgar Byrd was in North 
Africa where on 4 February 1943, his plane was shot down 
near Cairo, Egypt, where he died in battle.

LETTERS FROM THE PAST

SUBMITTED BY R. C. (BOB) STOKESmy

Page 1; E. B. Wright Letter



z Letter Number Two z
David Washington Self was my maternal Great 
Grandfather (1833-1895). He was a major in the 
Confederate army and after recovering from a 
wound received at the Battle of Shiloh and 
participating with the 17th Louisiana Infantry 
at the Battle for Vicksburg, returned to Sabine 
Parish, Louisiana where he served as the first 
Superintendent of Schools for the parish, 
sheriff, and State Representative. 

On 2 June 1890, David Washington Self  wrote 
two letters; one to each of  his two sons.  The 
concerns of  a hundred and 20 years ago are the 
same as those of  today: taxes, the judicial system, 
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the lottery, education and teachers’ pay, economic 
growth, and finally who has a right to decide on laws 
that affect the public. Here is a politician writing to his 
sons, not to the media, who expresses his belief  that the 
“people have a right to decide.” I especially like this 
quote, “think of  it - Eight month School every year - 
better teachers with better pay.”



Robert Cecil Stokes
Born: 7 Jan 1931, Jackson County, MS
Father: Howell Lee Stokes

Mother: Ollie Virginia Self  Stokes

Grandfathers:

	 Edgar Holbert Stokes

	 Dr. Robert Lansford Self
Grandmothers:

	 Emily Eran Weems Stokes

	 Lelia Aramintha Tatum Self

Great Grandfathers:

	 Willis Doris Stokes
	 William Jefferson Weems

	 David Washington Self

	 James Arthur Tatum

Great Grandmothers:

	 Sally Irene Idom Stokes
	 Lenia Harvey Weems

	 Elizabeth Lutitia Sibley Self

	 Virginia Jackson Tatum

Great Great Grandfathers:

	 Peter P. Stokes
	 John M. Idom

	 Joseph S. Weems

	 Lindsey Harvey

	 William Isaac Self, Jr.

	 Robert Flint Sibley
	 Henry Griffon Tatum

	 Louis Jackson

Great Great Grandmothers:

	 Sarah Caroline Martin Stokes

	 Mary Turner Idom
	 Elizabeth Ann Mallard Weems

	 Matilda McGee Harvey

	 Virginia Jane Walker

	 Avarilla Albritton Sibley

	 Martha Elizabeth McDade Tatum

	 (Unknown) Jackson
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I regret that I do not have the 
original of this  letter to 
Gen era l Pem ber ton , 
Commanding Department 
Mississippi & East Louisiana, 
C o n f e d e r a t e A r m y, 
Confederate States  of 
America, in which Capt. Self 
reports what he considered a 
disservice to him because he 
was  pas sed over fo r 
promotion. Later he was 
promoted to Major before 
the battle of  Vicksburg.
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And Letter #4 from 1845



Facts that Interest Me
This  letter was written on one sheet of paper 15.9 x 9.9 inches. The correspondence 
was  on the front and back of 1/2 of the sheet, then folded in such a way to create the 
“envelope.” The address and postmarks  are on the outside of the single sheet. Other 
things that interested me was the use of the backward “F” for the first “S” in such 
words  as “kiss” and “Miss” and “passage” and “blessed.” I also was interested in the 
abbreviations of  Philadelphia (Philada..) and Charles (Chas.). 

It seems that Charles  Stokes of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1844 or 5 went to 
England (his  “Father land”) in search of information about the wife of a man whose 
last name was “Rotten.” The problem occurred that Mr. Rotten did not indicate the 
name of his wife, probably on a will. However, Charles  did know that she came from 
England on a “large” ship in 1797. He found that a large ship of “402 or 3 tons” 
sailed from “their place” and also that the ship was owned by Mordecai Lewis.

A FINAL NOTE
I guess  you have to be a history buff to appreciate all the things  a person can learn from letter, wills, census, and 
probates.

I have another letter written by “Susie Stokes” (Susan Alice Lumley Stokes) AND her husband Abner Lenoir 
Stokes. It seems that they have moved to Birmingham, Alabama, in 1890 and they are writing to Abner’s 
parents and relatives. The second part of the letter is the one written by Abner and addressed to his 
grandmother. Dated May 25,  Abner is indicating that he hopes to “get ahead” since he has missed only “one or 
two days” from work since Christmas “and at $1.75 per day, it does seem I ought to have a little pocket change.” 
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