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2009 Officers Installed January Meeting Highlights 
“Clay Copperdge and Black-Eyed Peas” – A 
Review of A Story about Black-Eyed Peas from 
Clay Cooperage’s Column, Texas Trails in 
Country World Magazine by Margaret Ann Trail 

Clay Coppedge is Margaret Ann’s favorite writer 
because he likes to write about history or tradition.  
A recent column about black eyed-peas caught her 
eye.  Clay said that his mother believed black-eyed 
peas are best fed to the cows or pigs and referred to 
them as cowpeas.  His father on the other hand 
viewed them as a regular part of a healthy and lucky 
diet. 

“Whether the eating of black-eyed peas for good luck 
on New Year’s Day is an old Southern tradition or 

not is a matter of some debate.” 

Whether the eating of black-eyed peas for good luck 
on New Year’s Day is an old Southern tradition or 
not is a matter of some debate.  The popular folk 
wisdom holds that the tradition started during the 
Civil War when Union troops burned agricultural 
fields, but considered cowpeas to be livestock feed 
and left them alone.  That’s how black-eyed peas 
became a staple of the Southern diet during, and 
right after the Civil War. 

J. B. Henry is credited with much of the success of 
the black-eyed pea in Texas.  He discovered the peas 
while trying to rid his Henderson county pea vines 
of the weevil.  When he developed a method of 
drying black-eyed peas in ovens on East Texas 
Street in Athens, he was in business.   

Athens honors the humble black-eyed each year with 

Continued on Page 2 

The Root Seekers Genealogy Society met 
January 19, 2009 at the Tri-county Library to 
elect new Officers for 2009.  The evening 
began with the election followed by the 
swearing in of the newly elected officers by 
Parliamentarian, Jim Robertson.  In the photo 
from left to right are:  Julie Gustafson-1st VP, 
Nina Hendricks-Historian/Public Relations, 
Ruth Shelton-Treasurer, Helen Preston 2nd VP, 
Betty Foster-Recording/Corresponding 
Secretary, Margaret Ann Trail-President and 
Carolyn Bostian-Editor. Congratulations to our 
new officers and we all look forward to a great 
2009!  ■ 

Famous Quotes: 
 
”I had a rose named after me and I was very flattered.  
But I was not pleased to read the description in the 
catalogue: ‘No good in a bed, but fine against a wall.” 
                                        Eleanor Roosevelt 
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the Black-Eyed Pea Jamboree.  The festivities 
generate goodwill and maybe even good luck in the 
Summer, as well as on New Year’s Day.  While the 
debate continues about black-eyed peas effectiveness 
and tradition as a culinary good luck charm, there’s 
no denying that it’s been a lucky legume for Athens 
and Henderson County.  Clay Coppedge- is a regular 
contributor to Texas Escapes and to the Texas Co-Op 
Magazine.■    Report courtesy of Nina Hendricks   

  Shone in photo: President and speaker, Margaret Ann Trail      

Continued from Page 1 continued on page 3 

February Meeting Highlights 
“Family Tree Charts” – A Software Review by 
Julie Gustafson 
 

Julie gave a review of how she uses Family Tree 
Maker Programs to make charts of her family.  As 
an example, she brought a very large chart on her 
Crockett family that she made and takes to family 
reunions to show others in her family.   
 
She explained how she made the chart one page at a 
time and then taped all the pages together.  
Interestingly, Julie also added pictures to her chart.  
She says it takes a bit of patience and perseverance 
but we can all do the same charts for our own 
families. 
 
Julie says all of us who attempt to help others with 
their research can be considered consultants. ■ 

Report courtesy of Nina Hendricks 

 

 
 
Shown in photo left to right: President, Margaret Ann Trail and 1st VP and 
speaker, Julie Gustafson.    

 
                                       On the Lighter Side.... 

 
Why did a genealogist cross the road? 
 
To get to the library/cemetery/historical marker 

on the other side. 
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What’s New? 

A List of the New Books 

Donated to the Tri-County 

Library     (as of March) 

Eastern Cherokee By Blood 1906-1910; Volumes I & II 
Donated by Root Seekers as a memorial to Morris “Blue” 
Harmon, son of past President and Root Seeker member, 
Geneice Morris. 

Indexes to Marriages of Old Rappahannock and Essex 
Counties, VA 1655-1900 – Donated by Root Seekers as a 
memorial to Billy Caffey.  

Roster of Ohio Soldier in the War of 1812 – Donated by 
Root Seekers as a memorial to Rick Caffey. 

Death Notices from Richmond VA, Newspaper 1841-
1853 – Donated as a memorial to Billy Caffey from Cedar 
Creek Women’s Club 

A Compilation of the Original Lists of Protestant 
Immigrants to SC 1763-1773  –  Donated as a memorial 
to Billy Caffey by Cedar Creek Garden Club ■ 

List courtesy of Nina Hendricks                                     

 

 

 

 

March Meeting Highlights 
“History of Mabank” – A Review in Photos by 
Dick Bramblitt 
 
Dick showed a slide show of old photos of a 
number of the old buildings in downtown Mabank.  
He had pictures of a crew of men moving the old 
post office with mules, from the old town of 
Lawndale to Mabank.  The town of Lawndale died 
after the railroad had to be located too far away 
from that town because it needed to be on level 
ground. The town then had to be moved to be 
closer to the railroad location and thus became 
Mabank. 
 
Many years ago Dick made it a personal project to 
interview many people in the Mabank area.  He 
wanted to preserve the memories of the old timers 
who knew how it times use to be in Mabank.  He 
presented a donation of 10 DVD’s containing all 
the pictures and recorded interviews to Claire 
Stout, Root Seeker member and Librarian of the 
Tri County Library for use of the citizens of the 
surrounding areas to learn about the history of 
Mabank.  The DVD’s may be checked out and 
copies are also available for purchase. ■       Editor 
                                         

 
 

Dick Bramblitt presents Clair Stout with 10 DVDs containing the history of 
Mabank with interviews from some of Mabank’s elder and long time 
citizens.  Photo by Nina Hendricks. 

FAMILY ROOTS 
You know you’re an addicted Genealogist...... 
 
......when you brake for libraries. 
 
......if you get locked in a library overnight and you never 
even notice. 
 
.....when you hyperventilate at the sight of an old cemetery. 
 
.....If you’d rather browse in a cemetery than a shopping 

mall. 
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Root Seekers Newsletter 
 

The Root Seekers Newsletter is published Quarterly at Mabank, Texas, by the 
Root Seekers Genealogical Society.  The mailing address of the society is: 

1921c  TOLOSA SCHOOL PICTURE 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

Welcome new members.  We are happy to have you as a 

part of our Genealogy Society.  It is our belief that we can 

learn from each other and there is a wealth of wisdom in 

our collective minds.   

Since our society is made up of “newbies” as well as 

seasoned veterans, there can be much advantage for new 

members to confer with those veterans about difficulties 

that you are having in doing your research as the veterans 

may be able to offer some helpful suggestions for breaking 

through brick walls. 

There are also many advantages of being a member of 

Root Seekers Genealogy Society.  You have the use of the 

Genealogy Room at the Tri County Library and on each 

Tuesday of the month, there will be another member or 

two there to help you with your research.  They will show 

you how to use the computer to access a world of 

information to which you may not otherwise have access.  

They can show you how to use the copier that is located 

within the Genealogy room for convenience while still at 

the regular library rate per copy of 15 cents.  They can 

show you how to access the data on the many cds and 

microfilm that we have.  If you have not yet checked out 

the Genealogy room at the Tri County Library, I urge you 

to do so and take advantage of the many books that have 

been recently added to the shelves.  Plan to go on a 

Tuesday and receive help from one of our veterans and get 

full use of all the Genealogy room has to offer to further 

your research. 

We are glad to have you as a new member.    

                                                                         Editor 

Have You Tried These Web 

Sites? 
 Do you have Brick Walls?  Do you have Dead Ends?  Do you need a 

new place to look?   

Obviously, many of us have subscriptions to sites such as 

Ancestry.com or Genealogy.com which both are owned by 

Ancestry as is the Rootsweb.com site.  But for those who 

don’t have that available, did you know that Root Seekers 

members can access Ancestry.com in the Genealogy room 

of Tri-County Library?  As a member that is one of your 

privileges. 

http://census-online.com/links/  Census Online-Links to US 

and 5 Countries Census  Has great maps of the states with 

all the counties but won’t have all census but a lot                            

http://www.censusfinder.com    Census Finder search by 

state, county                                    

http://www.familysearch.org     Family Search (Mormon)        

http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/index   Perpetual 

Calendar Any Year  - Very useful in determining dates of 

death, marriage, etc. when obit or newspaper clipping 

doesn’t give specific date.   

http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch/Default.asp?  

Land Patent Search, search by state and last name, first 

name.  Does not cover the thirteen colonies but does have 

links to some.  Online certified copies $2.00 suitable for 

framing.  Site explains land patents, gives legal land 

descriptions, has original document images and explains 

rectangular survey system.  

http://www.dallasnews.com/archive/obituary  Dallas 

Morning News - obit section.  Pd. Obits for last 30 days 

are free.  2 Files available online:  1885-1977 and 1984 – 

present.  Look for more every Newsletter!    ■ 

2009 FUND RAISERS AND SEMINAR ANNOUNCED 
Helen Preston announced that there will be two fundraisers in 2009. The first 
will be a Garage Sale on Friday, April 22. The second will be a Fall 
Seminar, Saturday, October 24 featuring Lloyd Boxstruck as the speaker.  
Early registration will be $20.00 and due by October 19 and admission will 
be $25.00 at the door. Topics of discussion will be Huguenots: American’s 
First Refugees, The Society of Friends and their Records, Genealogy 
Research in Kansas, Nebraska, and Oklahoma and State Bounty Land 
Grants.  Start making your plans now to attend this all day event.                                                                
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Tolosa School c.1921 
 
 
The above picture was found by R.C. Stokes as he was going through his mother-in-law’s things and wanted 
to share it with Root Seekers as some of you may know who these people are.   His mother-in-law was 
Zetherine Scott Vestal and born in 1912.  She was about 8 years old in the picture. 
 
Bob says that the Tolosa School was a county school and when the county schools were abolished, the 
secretary of the Kaufman County School evidently took the records of the children and threw them out as 
they cleaned house.  Bob has made efforts to locate the records and has not been successful to date.   
 
The Tolosa School was located six mile south of 4042 where an open area is there today with trees on the 
south and that is where the school set.  The school was first a frame building and then later brick.   
 
Bob has other pictures as well and if you wish to contact him you can write to: 
R.C. (Bob) Stokes, 10633 Buddy Parker Road, Kemp, TX 75143. 
Submitted by R.C. Bob Stokes, Root Seeker’s member. 
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Indian Wife Story 
“Looking Back” #5 

 
 On a stately white shaft of marble within the officers’ circle of the National cemetery at Fort Gibson, 
OK., is engraved the simple inscription “Talihina Houston”.  The monument is the culmination of seven 
years of effort on the part of a patriotic citizen, J. C. Holden, editor of the Fort Gibson Post, to get 
permission from the war department to place the remains of this Cherokee woman under the Stars and 
Stripes, as he thought befitted the wife of the great Sam Houston, soldier, statesman and wonderer. 
 
 When General Houston suddenly and mysteriously left his home, his bride of a few weeks and his 
office as governor of Tennessee, he came to the Cherokee nation and fell in love with Talihina, a beautiful 
Cherokee girl.  There is a story that he had seen this girl in Georgia before she came to the Indian Territory, 
and that it was memory of her that led him westward.  Anyway, he found her, and they lived together during 
his stay in the Indian Territory.  There in Fort Gibson, on the bank of the Grand, they were happy and 
content.  But the lust of battle was in his blood and the call to liberate Texas he could not resist.  Without 
warning he left as suddenly as he had done in his eastern home when he came to the Indian Territory.  
Talihina pined for her lord and a few months after his disappearance she died in 1833. 
 
 Her body was buried at Wilson Rock, a high bluff overlooking the Arkansas River, near Muldrow, 
and a small cedar tree was planted over her grave.  For nearly sixty years the body lay there in its forgotten 
grave, the cedar tree keeping lonely vigil by night and the river murmuring in discontent as it rolled by.  
Then Mr. Holden conceived the notion that the wife of the great warrior was entitled to a nobler resting 
place and he petitioned the department to allow the bones to be taken up and re-interred in the officers’ circle 
over which floats the flag in the national cemetery at Fort Gibson.  This was a very unusual request, and the 
first thing the government required was proof that the grave was that of Talihina Houston before it would 
give permission.  It took a long time to collect this proof, for sixty years in a lonely grave seals the memory 
in many a mind.  But the proof was finally secured and later permission was granted by the government to 
place the remains in the officers’ circle.  In the meantime Mr. Holden had been raising money by 
subscription to bear the expense of transferring the body and erecting the marble monument. 
 
 Unattended, save by workmen, one Saturday afternoon Mr. Holden went to Wilson Rock and 
exhumed the remains.  He found the bones in a well preserved state.  In the grave was found a large tortoise 
shell comb nearly six inches across which had been one of Talihina’s favorite ornaments.  It was in a perfect 
state of preservation.  The casket into which the remains were placed was completely enfolded in an 
American Flag and thus enshrouded the body was placed in its last resting place, in the presence of many 
noted Cherokees, for Talihina came of a family that had produced many chiefs, and a curious throng. 
 
 There is a story that Talihina and General Houston were never married according to the laws of the 
United States, but simply by common consent, by agreeing to live together.  This was the custom in the early 
days among the full-blooded Cherokees, and such a marriage was considered quite as legal as the other form. 
 
 There is also a story that during General Houston’s years among the Cherokees he led a dissolute 
life.  He was greatly loved and feared by many Cherokees on account of his kind disposition and his terrible 
anger when he was under the influence of liquor.  Among some of the full blooded Cherokees there is still a 
legend of “the white devil” that lived among them. 
Published in the Kemp News-no date given, found and submitted by Nina Hendricks  
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Kyser Cemetery 
Kaufman County, Texas 

 
Enumerated On August 16, 2008 

By 
Nina Hendricks, Donnie Hendricks, Ron Holmes 

 
Directions: Take Highway 243 between Kaufman and Canton.  Turn on County Road 109 at the Kyser 
Cemetery sign, go 2.2 miles to County Road 109A.  Take a right and go 7/10 miles to County road 109C and 
take a left.  Go to the end of the road and to the left is the locked gate that has the name of Kyser on it.  
Permission will be needed to open the gate but there is a walk-thru if you would like to walk to the cemetery.  
This is a very old family cemetery with several broken stones.  It is well kept by the Kyser family and is 
surrounded by a chain link fence. 
 
 

 

Double stone: Together forever 
Henry Homer Cox                     Elsie Padge Cox 
Nov. 28, 1894                            July 21, 1908 
June 23, 1976                             May 9, 1999 
Married Jan 18, 1922 
Military stone-US Army with same dates. 
 
Triple stone:  In our hearts you live forever 
Troy Mayfield                      Jannettie Mayfield                  
Sept 9, 1918                         Feb 28, 1926                            
July 29, 1952 
 
Troy Eugene Mayfield 
Sept 9, 1971                                                                                 
June 8, 1970      
 
Doris L. Kyser:  Loving Mother and Nana 
May 17, 1937 
Sept 4, 2001 
 
Faye Barrett:  Funeral home marker 
July 4, 1925 
July 9, 2007 
 
Arenia, Daughter of G. W. and I.A. Roland:  (Stone 
broken in several pieces) 
Gone but not forgotten 
 
Medford Son of T.M. and M.F. Kyser 
Oct. 22, 1894 
Aug. 12, 1895 
Too good for earth God called him home. 

 

Walter T. Son of T.M. and M.F. Kyser 
Oct. 22, 1894 
Aug. 12, 1895 
Gone to a better land. 
 
Double stone:  In loving memory 
Thomas M. Kyser         Mary F. Kyser 
May 10, 1863               Aug. 8, 1866 
May 2, 1918                 June 24, 1948 
 
Narcis Kyser  (stone is broken) 
1849 
Feb. 28, 2894 
Her happy soul has winged its way to one pure 
bright eternity 
 
Dorothy Reed Denio 
Nov 16, 1929 
May 28, 1976 
 

George Allen Long 
Dec. 30, 1902 
May 15, 1985 
In loving memory 
 
Lydia Belisle Long 
May 10, 1911 
Feb 14, 2006 
In loving memory 
 
William Lewis Franks 
1926-1988 
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To be continued......More will be included in future Newsletters.  Submitted by Nina Hendricks 

 
Infant Son of G. and F.J. Kyser 
Feb 31, 1898 
Mar. 2, 1898 
Gone to be an angel 
 
Infant Daughter of G. and F.J. Kyser 
Feb 31, 1898 
Mar 8, 1898 
Gone to be an angel 
 
Mary Raymond-no dates 
 
Sam Raymond-no dates 
 
Effie Daughter of M.C. and M.J. Kyser 
Feb 7, 1898 
Oct. 4, 1900 
Gone to a better land  (Stone broken) 
 
Budy Son of M.C. and M.J. Kyser 
May 28, 1900 
Sept 27, 1900 
Gone but not forgotten 
 
Eler Daughter of M.C.and N.J. Kyser (s/b M.J) 
Mar 10, 1892 
Sept 21, 1892 
Gone to be an Angel 
 
Infant Daughter of M.C. and M.J. Kyser 
Born and Died May 12, 1888 

Not lost but gone before 
 

Infant Son of M.C. and M.J. Kyser 
Born and Died May 12, 1888 
Budded on earth to bloom in Heaven 
 
Double stone 
Lillie V. Raymond           Joseph M. Raymond 
Mar, 29, 1877                   Jan. 16, 1881 
Oct. 3, 1897                      Aug. 26, 1881 
 
John, Husband of S.F. Kyser 
Mar. 15, 1826 
Jan. 17, 1897 
Our darling one hath gone before to great his? 
(Stone broken in many pieces) 
 

 
Serg. John H. Kyser   
Co. A 37 Texas Cav, CSA 
Mar. 16, 1825 
Jan. 17, 1897 
(This is a replacement stone for last one but has 
conflicting dates) 
 
William B. Raymond – Bud on foot stone 
July 28, 1897 
Jan. 19, 1909 
 
James M. Son of J.M. and M. J. Raymond 
Feb. 14, 1900 
Jan. 19, 1909 
Budded on earth to bloom in Heaven 
 
Harrison S. Raymond 
Feb. 29,1904 
Jan. 10, 1905 
 
Daughter of Sadie and Mark Bledsoe – Little  
Add on foot stone  (No name given) 
Oct 18, 1914 
Mar. 15, 1917 
 
Double stone – Precious Memories 
Minnie J. Raymond         Jim M. Raymond 
July 9, 1876                     June 15, 1870 
July 21, 1964                   Nov. 9, 1925 
Mama on foot stone 
 
Hardy M. Raymond 
July 10, 1893 
Aug. 20, 1949 
 
The following names are inside a black wrought 
iron fence to themselves. 
 
Sarah Lee Raymond, Daughter of W.H. and Annie 
Lee Raymond 
July 15, 1898 
June 10, 1899 
 
William H. Raymond, Son of W.H. and Annie Lee 
Raymond 
July 13, 1897 
Dec. 5, 1897   
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INCREASING YOUR GENEALOGY RESEARCHING SKILLS 
 
Recently, the Henderson County Historical Society and The Daniel McMahon Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution held a Genealogy Workshop at the Henderson County Historical Museum Annex 
Bldg.  This workshop was attended by several members of Root Seekers.  I very much enjoyed the 
Workshop Class “Getting Everything Out of the Evidence You Have”.  The next two pages are a 
reproduction of one portion of the information that was presented during that class.   
 
Instructions: 
This is an exercise of learning to read and fully appreciate what information may be on a Marriage License. 
Using the Marriage License printed on page 12, answer the following questions.   Answers will appear next 
Newsletter so save your work and check it then. 
 

Jacobson Marriage License 
 

Collecting Names 
What was Helen’s maiden name? 
Who were Helen’s parents? 
Who were Virgil’s parents? 
Who were the witnesses? 
 
Marital Status 
Either Helen or Virgil had a child when they married.  Which one was it? 
Had Virgil been married previously? 
Had Helen been married before? 
 
Migration 
Where was Virgil born? 
Where was Helen born? 
Both lived in Chicago at the time of their marriage.  Why might they have gotten married in Iowa? 
 
Potential Research Ideas 
What are potential areas of further research? 
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Here’s a bit of Root Seeker’s history for those of you who will remember.  As you can see this group of ladies were the Root Seekers Officers of 
1995.  This photo was provided by Jim Robertson and he advises that Dee Rawlins, Carol Miller and Bertie Markham are all deceased.  Linda 
Todd left the area and Bettie Stevens also moved away a number of years ago.  In 1995 our own sweet Corinne Robertson was VP. 

Submitted by Jim Robertson 

Announcement to Root Seekers Members  
 
Membership dues are to be paid yearly every January.  Our physical year is set up from January to 
December and thus dues are due each new January.  There are a few dues for 2009 that are 
outstanding and please let this serve as a gentle reminder that you need to pay them if you haven’t 
already.  You may mail them to our Treasurer, Ruth Shelton at the library address or her home 
address.  The library address is on the page 12 of this newsletter and her home address is P.O. Box 
328, Eustace, TX 75124. 
 
In case some of our new members have questions about the dues thinking that it should be one year 
from when you paid dues the first time, I will explain.  It works similarly to your fishing license.  
Fishing license in Texas run from August to July of each year.  No matter that you paid for your 
license in May when you decided to go fishing, it will run out by August and if you go fishing in 
October, you will need a new one.  Best choice is to pay each August and then you are good to go 
fishing all year until the next August.  It is the same with Root Seekers dues.  You pay each 
January and you are entitled to all the privileges of a Root Seeker member until the next January. 
The next Newsletter will be provided to only those whose dues are paid and of course, our Lifetime 
Members.  So don’t miss a single Newsletter and all the wealth of information that it provides by 
getting your dues paid now.  Thanks. 
                                                                                                                                               Editor 
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RSGS 
Tri-County Library 
P. O. Box 1770 
Mabank, TX 75147 
 
Our Mission Statement: 
The Society, a non profit organization, seeks to further the development of 
genealogical research; to act as a training agency for persons interested in 
genealogical research; and to acquire and make available a collection of 
genealogical and historical materials.   
 
The present membership is approximately 65.  Current Officers are: 
 
Margaret Ann Trail           President 
Julie Gustafson                 1st Vice President 
Helen Preston                   2nd Vice President 
Betty Foster                      Secretary 
Ruth Shelton                     Treasure 
Jim Robertson                   Parliamentarian 
Nina Hendricks                 Historian/Public Relations 
Carolyn Bostian                Editor 
 
Annual membership dues are $12.00 for an individual, $15.00 for a family, and 
$5.00 for full time students.  Special rates are available for lifetime memberships, 
with discounts for senior citizens. 
 
Regular meetings of the Society are on the third Monday of each month, except 
December (do not meet), at 7:00 p.m. at the Tri-County Library on Main Street, 
Mabank, TX. 
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The Back Page 
Editor’s Corner 
  
This issue of the Newsletter has been a labor of love and an exercise in frustration.  I encountered a good 
many difficulties in what I thought had pretty much become a “sure thing.”  I guess it just goes to show that 
we should never consider much of anything a “sure thing.”  
 
The first thing that I encountered was my old printer which I had been using for seven years finally gave out.  
I think I had just worn it out with all of my extra printing.  I am sure that I have used it to a much greater 
extent than most folks do.  The extensive coping comes first, from my genealogy research, which I have 
done during these past seven years that include not only my several lines, but my husband’s and a few 
friends that I have done.  I am always concerned that I will not remember some important item of 
information and I have the tendency to just print off a copy of most everything that I find.  I understand that 
seasoned veteran researchers don’t have this problem but have learned to keep only important things and 
therefore reducing much of their paper.  But I haven’t gotten there yet so I print and keep a lot of paper. 
 
The second thing that necessitates a lot of coping is my volunteer job as Treasurer at my church, First 
Baptist Church Eustace.  I am responsible for all the documentation of financial records, items paid, 
maintaining the invoices paid, balancing the banking accounts, financial reporting to the church and making 
payroll and paying all the employee taxes to the Federal Government and all the filing of reports to the IRS.  
There is a lot of record keeping and producing of reports for the congregation and consequently I generate a 
lot of paper in doing so. And this last Jan through April I was responsible for producing Employee W2s and 
1099s and reconciling all the Social Security and Medicare taxes paid.  My first time ever to do so!  I have a 
Bachelor’s Accounting Degree but I worked in Corporate Accounting for 34 years and was never involved 
in Payroll.  So I had to learn all about handling payroll and filling reports with IRS and Social Security and 
producing W2s and 1099s so I found myself with a full plate of things to do in the time frame of Jan through 
Apr 2009.  Throw in with that I do my own Federal Taxes and my Parents, I was a bit overwhelmed. 
 
The third thing is the newsletter, which I love doing.  I have to keep track of all the items sent to me and 
copies of all the newsletters, and what information I put in each one and information that is destined for 
future newsletters. 
 
Now I say all this to show you that I really am able to wear out a printer fairly quickly.  When my old one 
died, I went to Wal-Mart and bought a new one.  I saw another HP (same brand as my old one) and it had all 
the things I needed, copier, scanner and printer and it included a fax and I thought that it might just the thing 
so I bought it and set it all up.  Well, I began to question my decision of purchasing the one with the fax 
when I realized that I only had one phone line and would have to use it in order to set up the fax capabilities 
upon installation.   So I did that and all was ok.  Then I realized that the way that I had to copy was different.  
Instead of having a flat screen on which to lay documents or photos that I wanted to copy, it had the upright 
fax document feed.  Well, this presented a real problem as many items that I copy or scan are small items but 
I managed to tape them to a blank sheet of paper and continue on.  Then when I wanted to scan items and 
save them in an Adobe pdf file, it didn’t like me much.  It fought me tooth and nail and I lost.  It apparently 
wanted to save it in a file type of its own choosing and my continued insistence that I wanted it in an Adobe 
pdf file, was the last straw.  It simply wiped out all of the programming for the scanning application.  I 
reinstalled that programming five times trying to make it work.  The Adobe PDF file is what I use to send 
out the Newsletter online so this gave me great concern.  I finally decided that I would have to purchase a 
different printer without the fax but I had on my hands a good supply of print cartridges for the current 
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printer that I bought.  I tried to use up all that ink before I made the change over to another printer.  I went 
ahead and bought one and of course they all use a different size ink cartridge so I also bought the new size 
for the new printer.  I was finally able to use up most of the ink for the last one and was ready to install the 
newest one.   I have done that now and feel I will be able to complete the Newsletter and get it out to all of 
you here shortly.    
 
I do apologize for the delay in getting out the Newsletter.  I felt that you all deserved to know the reasons 
why and this is why I decided to use my space here to let you know them.  I know much better now what 
records that I need to be keeping with my Treasurer’s job and I am trying to cut down on the paper copies I 
print and I will be better prepared in the future for the convergence of all of my duties for the first few 
months of next year. 
 
Thank you all for being so patient and understanding.  I hope, if anything, my experience can be a warning 
to others. “It is very difficult to change horses in mid stream as we would say in Texas”.  My experience in 
having to change printers in the middle of a chaotic time was extremely stressful.   Believe me, I wouldn’t 
have been doing it if it hadn’t been necessary. 
 
FOR SALE:  HP Office Jet C3640 Printer/Scanner/Copier/Fax    Slightly used.  Used up all 6 of the 
black but have 1 and ½ color printer cartridges left you can have.  Good printer makes good copies 
but I don’t like having to use the fax feeder to make copies and scans.  Software CD and Instruction 
Book included.  Make offer.  I paid $94. at Wal-Mart.  I’ll donate whatever I get for it to Root Seekers. 
 
Carolyn Bostian, Editor 
 
Thanks to all the members who submitted items to be included in this issue and future issues of the 
newsletter. 
 
As a bonus item, I am including some of my own research as it pertains also to Henderson County: 
Please Note:  On pages 13 and 14 is a listing of the first members of the Pilgrim’s Rest Church believed to 
be the first church in Henderson County established first in Randolph County, AL and brought with the 
families to Henderson County in late 1850.  All the persons with the sur names of Owen, Monk, and 
Knight are ancestors of mine.  The first name listed, Samuel T (Tine) Owen was my gggg grandfather and 
father to my ggg grandmother Rachel C (Clarinda) Owen Monk also listed.   Rachel’s mother and wife to 
Samuel T Owen was Sally W (Ward) Knight Owen listed fourth.  David A. (Allen) Owen was Rachel’s 
brother and Kindred K. Knight was Sally’s brother and Rachel’s uncle.  Both Samuel T Owen and David A 
Owen were among the first judges of the county.  In fact, David A Owen certified that the muster roll was 
correct in which my ggg grandfather (and his brother-in-law), Zachariah Marion Monk joined on July 11, 
1861 with the other volunteers from Henderson County.  They joined a Confederate reserve unit of Capt. G. 
P. Pates’ Company, Beat No. 7.  Zack Monk is listed as Z.M. Monk as the 21st Private of the 35 Privates and 
11 Officers in the Company.  By Nov 1862, his Civil War record shows he was on active duty as a Private of 
Co. D, Cook’s Heavy Artillery.  Zach was in and out of hospitals in Houston and Galveston several times 
and died March 11, 1864 in the hospital in Galveston. Rachel lived on in Henderson Co. raising her family 
until her death 24 Oct 1881 and is buried in Meredith Campground Cemetery not far outside of Eustace, TX 
near the county line with Van Zandt Co. 
 
More on these families can be found on the East Texas Genealogy Society web site at 
http://www.etgs.org/  and these particular pages were found at 
http://files.usgwarchives.org/tx/henderson/history/pilgrim.txt. 


