
                                                                                                                                                                       Page 1 

NEWSLETTER 
Root Seekers Genealogical Society         Volume No. XX, Issue No3              Mabank, TX September 2009 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August Meeting Highlights 
Pioneer Music by David Cason 

 “Yankee Doodle” was written by the British during 
the Revolutionary War to ridicule the Colonists but the 

Americans loved it and took it as their own.” 

David Cason was the speaker at the Root Seekers 
August 17, 2009 meeting and he treated us to quite a 
program as he brought along his fiddle to play.   He 
shared with us of how the country’s music reflected 
its “history” down through time.   

He said that much of the early music was short on 
the music in the song but had lots of verses to it.  He 
opened with “Black is the Color of My True Love’s 
Hair.”  He says it has been a favorite for over 300 
years.  He played some of the music that was 
popular before and during the revolutionary War, 
such as “Soldier, Soldier, Will You Marry Me?”, 
”The Girl I Left Behind Me”, and “My Johnny Has 
Gone For a Soldier”.  “Yankee Doodle” was written 
by the British during the Revolutionary War to 
ridicule the Colonists, but the Americans loved it 
and took it as their own.   

Irish fiddle music such as “The Devil’s Dream” was 
written in 1690 also became popular in the colonies.  
American fiddle music such as “The Eight of 
January” written in 1815 was popular among 
Americans but became better known by later 
generations as “The Battle of New Orleans.”    

The Civil War brought music such as “When Johnny 
Comes Marching Home”, “John Brown’s Body Lies 
A Moulderin’ in the Grave”, and “Ora Lee”.  Elvis 
Presley used the tune of “Ora Lee” for one of his  

Famous Quote: 
 
“Maybe it’s true that life begins at fifty...but 
everything else starts to wear out, fall out or 
spread out.” 
                                 Phyllis Diller 

July Meeting Highlights 
Little Known Facts and Lore about Mabank 
History by Opal Toney 

The Root Seekers Genealogy Society was delighted to have 
as their July 20, 2009 speaker, Opal Toney.  Opal would turn 
84 in August and agreed to tell about her growing-up years 
in Prairieville and Mabank.   
Opal is a landmark in Mabank, as she knows almost 
everyone in town, and everyone knows her.  She spoke of 
some of the Jewish merchants who owned stores in Mabank, 
such as B. Harris, Rudneck and Eli Tucker.  One thing that 
always puzzled her was where did these families go for their 
religious instruction as there were no synagogues in the area, 
so the answer was they probably held their own services in 
their homes. 
She spoke of the old hotel that her mother bought and turned 
into a home.  It was located where the old Mabank Bank 
used to be, the building now owned by the First Baptist 
Church.  
 There was once three drugstores in Mabank and the doctor 
had his offices upstairs of one of them.  The City had two 
hotels and Opal recalled an exciting time when the Matex 
Theater opened. 
 
On Saturdays everyone came to town to shop, socialize, and 
buy supplies.   Bo’s Café was the best eating place in town 
and always had a crowd.   
 
She shared her memories of the Great Depression as a 
terrible time in the country.  Her family always had a garden 
and for that reason never went hungry.  The WPA and CCC 
came to town and built the schools in Eustace and Malakoff. 
Toney graduated Mabank High School in 1942 and she 
remembered having to pool their gas ration cards to take a 
senior trip. 

■    Report courtesy of Nina Hendricks   
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later popular hits, “Love Me Tender”.   

As the West expanded a popular tune “Sweet Betsy 
From Pike” told a story of those who traveled west. 

In the 1920’s patriotic marching songs became 
popular such as “Under the Double Eagle” and John 
Philip Sousa’s “Liberty Bell”.  Cason finished his 
program with a World War II tune, “As Time Goes 
By”.  Pioneer music we have all heard many times, 
we just never knew the names or the history of them, 
but with Cason and his fiddle, it all came back and 
was enjoyed by all. 

 Cason was born in North Dallas, studied music at 
SMU and the New England Conservatory in Boston, 
played in the Mesquite Symphony and is currently a 
violinist with the First Baptist Church of Mabank. He 
has lived in the area since 1972 and is a compatriot of 
the Athens No. 54 Chapter of the Sons of the 
American Revolution. ■  

Report courtesy of Nina Hendricks 
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September Meeting 

Highlights 
“European Religions in America” by Skip 
Gustafson 
 

Skip Gustafson was the speaker of the Root Seekers 
meeting on September 21, 2009 and he recounted 
some history for us of the European Religions in 
America.  He began with the Moravian Church 
which was started by a Catholic priest named John 
Huss in the late 14th century.  The church was 
established as a reaction against alleged errors 
within the Roman Catholic Church.  The Moravians 
were some of the earliest Protestants, rebelling 
against the authority of Rome more than a hundred 
years before Martin Luther. 
The Protestant Reformation began in 1517 and was a 
Christian reform movement in Europe, which is 
generally deemed to have begun with Martin Luther.  
The reform movement soon split along certain 
doctrinal lines.  Spiritual disagreements between 
Luther and Zqingli, and later between Luther and 
John Calvin, led to the emergence of rival Protestant 
churches.  Among these were Lutherans and  
Reformed/Calvinists/Presbyterians.  In England, 
where it gave rise to Anglicanism, the period 
became known as the English Reformation.   
The Huguenots were members of the Protestant 
Reformed Church of France (or French Calvinists) 
from the 16th to 18th centuries. 
Many Huguenots migrated from France in the late 
17th century to America.  Eight American Presidents 
(George Washington, Ulysses S. Grant, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Theodore Roosevelt, William Taft, Harry 
Truman, Gerald Ford and Lyndon Johnson had 
significant and proven Huguenot ancestry, as did 
founding fathers Alexander Hamilton, John Jay and 
Paul Revere. 
The Amish originated with a group of Protestant 
Christians commonly referred to as the Anabaptists 
or “re-baptizers” in 1693 when a group of Swiss 
Mennonites broke from the main body of 
Mennonites. 
Gustafson retired from American Airlines and is a 
licensed instructor and real estate broker.  He is a past-
president and vice-president of SAR with 18 proven 
ancestors. ■  
Report courtesy of Nina Hendricks 
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On the Lighter Side.... 
When browsing old cemeteries, one can encounter 
some very interesting old tombstones! 
 
John Penn’s epitaph in the Wimborne, England 
cemetery: 
Reader, if cash thou are in want of any,  
Dig 6 feet deep and thou wilt find a Penny. 
 
A lawyer’s epitaph in England: 
Sir John Strange 
Here lies an honest lawyer,  
And that is Strange. 
 
Anna Hopewell’s grave in Enosburg Falls, 
Vermont: 
Here lies the body of our Anna  
Done to death by a banana. 
It wasn’t the fruit that laid her low, 
But the skin of the thing that made her go. 
 
In a Ruidoso, New Mexico cemetery: 
Here lies Johnny Yeast. 
Pardon me for not rising. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

What’s New? 

A List of the Books Donated to 
the Tri County Library 
Genealogy Room  
 
The following list of 15 books have been donated by 
Martha Pearman and have been put on the shelves in the 
genealogy room of the Tri County Library: 
1.  Memorialized Records of Lexington District, S.C. 1814-
1825 
2.  Annals of Newberry (S.C.) 
3.  7500 Marriages from Ninety-Six and Abbeville District, 
S.C.  1775-1890 
4. Newberry County, SC Historical and Genealogical Annals 
5.  Newberry County SC Probate Estate Abstracts Vol. 1 
6.  Newberry County SC Probate Estate Abstracts Vol. 2  
7.  Newberry County SC Cemeteries Vol. 1 
8. Newberry County SC Cemeteries Vol. 2 
9. Monroe County TN Deeds, Vol. 1 
10.  Monroe County TN Minute Books 1-3, Vol. 1 1858-    
1875 
11.  Monroe County TN Cemeteries 1817-1997 
12.  Marriage Records of Monroe County, TN 1838-1890 
13.  A History of the Epting and Epton Families of South 
Carolina 
14.  The Liberty Baptist Church Marion County, TX 1874-
1930 
15.  Mill’s Atlas of the State of South Carolina 1825 
 
Donated by Jack B. Shepherd: 
The Story of My Life by Zillie Hottinger Shepherd Jamison 
 
Donated in Memory of Vera Meek Wimberly: 
Reaves Ancestors of Vera Meek Wimberly    
 
Donated by Root Seekers GS: 
1. Index to Marriage Records – Oklahoma County Oklahoma 
Territory 1889-1907 
2. First Families of the Twin Territories (OK)  
 
Donated by Frankie Jean Hyde:                                       
Clarke County, Alabama Records 1814-1885 
Thanks to everyone for our new additions! ■ 
List courtesy of Margarett Ann Trail                                     

FAMILY ROOTS 
You know you’re an addicted Genealogist...... 
 
......if town clerks lock the doors when they see you coming. 
 
......when you’re more interested in what happened in 1697 
than 1997. 
 
.....if you store your clothes under the bad and your closet is 

carefully stacked with notebooks and journals. 

Famous Quote 
 
“By the time a man is wise enough to watch his 
step, he’s too old to go anywhere.” 
 
                                     Billy Crystal 
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Root Seekers Newsletter 
 

The Root Seekers Newsletter is published Quarterly at Mabank, Texas, by the 
Root Seekers Genealogical Society.  The mailing address of the society is: 

1921c  TOLOSA SCHOOL PICTURE 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

Welcome new members.  We are happy to have you as a 

part of our Genealogy Society.  It is our belief that we can 

learn from each other and there is a wealth of wisdom in 

our collective minds.   

Since our society is made up of “newbies” as well as 

seasoned veterans, there can be much advantage for new 

members to confer with those veterans about difficulties 

that you are having in doing your research as the veterans 

may be able to offer some helpful suggestions for breaking 

through brick walls. 

There are also many advantages of being a member of 

Root Seekers Genealogy Society.  You have the use of the 

Genealogy Room at the Tri County Library and on each 

Tuesday of the month, there will be another member or 

two there to help you with your research.  They will show 

you how to use the computer to access a world of 

information to which you may not otherwise have access.  

They can show you how to use the copier that is located 

within the Genealogy room for convenience while still at 

the regular library rate per copy of 15 cents.  They can 

show you how to access the data on the many cds and 

microfilm that we have.  If you have not yet checked out 

the Genealogy room at the Tri County Library, I urge you 

to do so and take advantage of the many books that have 

been recently added to the shelves.  Plan to go on a 

Tuesday and receive help from one of our veterans and get 

full use of all the Genealogy room has to offer to further 

your research. 

We are glad to have you as a new member.    

                                                                         Editor 

Have You Tried These Web 

Sites? 
 Do you have Brick Walls?  Do you have Dead 

Ends?  Do you need a new place to look?   

Obviously, many of us have subscriptions to sites such as 

Ancestry.com or Genealogy.com which both are owned by 

Ancestry as is the Rootsweb.com site.  But for those who 

don’t have that available, did you know that Root Seekers 

members can access Ancestry.com in the Genealogy room 

of Tri-County Library?  As a member that is one of your 

privileges. 

http://wwwdistantcousin.com  Search by surname                            

http://www.genforum.com  Search by surname                                                    

http://www.cyndislist.com   General search site        

http://www.genforum.com Genealogy help and guidance                  

http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/arc/genfirst.html   Texas State Library 

Genealogy Collection Confederate Pension records                                      

http://www.archives.gov/research/tools/index.html  National 

Archives and Records Administration                             

http://www.civilwarstlouis.com/Gratiot/List1.html   Search 

by Surname                                    

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~t42ce

meteries/   List of cemeteries in Texas that have been 

photographed by Allen Wheatley. 

www.ancestryprinting.com  A good source for Ancestry 

related poems, quotes, clipart, etc. ■     

Look for more every Newsletter ! 

  

2009 FALL SEMINAR  
 

The second fund raiser for 2009 is to be held October 24 at the First United 
Methodist Church Fellowship Hall in Mabank.  Featured speaker is Lloyd 
Boxstruck, recently retired from the Dallas Library as Supervisor of the 
Genealogy Section.  Topics of discussion will be Huguenots: American’s 
First Refugees, The Society of Friends and their Records, Genealogy 
Research in Kansas, Nebraska, and Oklahoma and State Bounty Land 
Grants.  Deadline for registration for $20. Oct 19, $25. at the door. 
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This is an article from the Nov-Dec 2008 AARP Magazine written by Richard Rubin.  I think it is a good 
article explaining the DNA process and how it can help you break through some of those brick walls that we 
all encounter sooner or later.   If you didn’t happen to see it, I think you will enjoy reading it and maybe you 
will even consider doing some DNA testing.  They even give you a web site www.aarpmagazine.org/family 
where you can find more resources and tips for tracing your lineage. 
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RSGS 
Tri-County Library 
P. O. Box 1770 
Mabank, TX 75147 
 
Our Mission Statement: 
The Society, a non profit organization, seeks to further the development of 
genealogical research; to act as a training agency for persons interested in 
genealogical research; and to acquire and make available a collection of 
genealogical and historical materials.   
 
The present membership is approximately 60.  Current Officers are: 
 
Margaret Ann Trail           President 
Julie Gustafson                 1st Vice President 
Helen Preston                   2nd Vice President 
Betty Foster                      Secretary 
Ruth Shelton                     Treasure 
Jim Robertson                   Parliamentarian 
Nina Hendricks                 Historian/Public Relations 
Carolyn Bostian                Editor 
 
Annual membership dues are $12.00 for an individual, $15.00 for a family, and 
$5.00 for full time students.  Special rates are available for lifetime memberships, 
with discounts for senior citizens. 
 
Regular meetings of the Society are on the third Monday of each month, except 
December (do not meet), at 7:00 p.m. at the Tri-County Library on Main Street, 
Mabank, TX. 
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The Back Page 
Editor’s Corner 
A Personal Journey through DNA  
I want to share a little about my own personal DNA search that helped make a connection to cousins unknown.  
See the article I have included in this issue from the Nov-Dec 2008 Issue of AARP Magazine, “Are You My 
Cousin?”  I think this article is a really good one in explaining the DNA process and how it is used to make 
connections.  There are some more explanations out there that are far more complicated by going into more 
specific detail but I know I needed simply in order to get a handle on it and I thought that maybe you would 
too. 
 
A couple of years ago, my cousin, Shirley and I were discussing our frustration in not being able to break 
through on our mutual Horton line.  Her mother and my dad were brother and sister so we are first cousins 
even through she had a different maiden name, still we shared the same grandparents Joseph Wilson and Cora 
Myrtle (Webb) Horton.  It seems we have been stuck in GA about 1805 according to the 1850 AR Census as to 
the time and location of our farthest back relative, John W Horton.  There were lots of Hortons in GA at that 
time but we just couldn’t seem to make any connection to any of them.  We were in contact with several 
descendants from several different lines of Hortons and we exchanged lineage information but still could not 
make a connection.  We have been trying everything we could think of, out on the internet, going to the Sur 
Name Boards and we kept coming up short.  It didn’t make sense.  Was our John W Horton hatched?  Several 
people suggested that we do DNA testing by asking a male Horton relative to do the test and then we would be 
able to compare to other Hortons that had done the test and see which line we would match up to.   
 
So I asked my brother, Wesley (Wes) E. Horton and he consented and we were off to the races.  It takes a good 
while to get the testing done so you can’t be in a big hurry, usually 10-12 weeks, depending on how many 
markers you have them test and how busy they are in general.  The number of markers you can have tested 
goes in increments such as 12, 25, 37, 62, and so on.   Prices are also determined by how many you have done.  
Good thing is that you can have additional markers tested after the initial test without doing an addition 
collection.  They keep the samples for that purpose. 
 
Shirley and I were so excited when we finally got the test results in.  My brother got a certificate but I have 
access to look at the results online and I can do all types of comparisons to other persons who have had DNA 
testing done.  When you first look at the results it will give you everyone that even remotely matches and then 
you can limit them to fewer and fewer by telling it how many markers you want to try to match to.  Not 
everyone out there will have done all of the possible markers and that can make a difference.  The more 
markers tested the better the possibility of a match.  I had 37 markers done on my brother’s DNA so that was 
what I was working with and thought surely that will give us a good match.  . 
 
Can you imagine my surprise when the results showed that there was not one, yes, I said not one Horton that 
his DNA matched to.  There were several other Sur names like Harris, a ton of Harris people that matched very 
closely with his but not one Horton.  It was so very disappointing.  How could this be?  My cousin even asked 
me if I knew for sure that my brother was fathered by my father, it was that disturbing.   I had to do a lot of 
reading trying to understand what these results were telling me.  The people with other Sur names that 
matched his DNA were reflecting back to a time (prior to the 1200s AD when Sur names didn’t exist) which 
meant your common ancestor would be prior to that time frame.  But what I read suggested that I needed to 
compare to other spellings (in other words, not be locked into a spelling of Horton) and once I started doing 
that, things begin to give a new picture.  I found two matches, one with a spelling of Whorton and the other 
Wharton.  Both of these were the closest matches of anything with only one marker being different and what I 
read said that can occur over time or even between fathers and sons.  It was as if a veil had been lifted and I 
was able to “see” something that had been previously hidden.  Now I had new spellings to go back and research.  
This is when we found land deeds in the name of John W Whorton and his son, William Whorton in AR in the 
right location at the right time and our John W Horton eldest son was named William.   A diligent search of 
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1840 GA Census, found several Whortons, including a John W and a James Whorton in Stewart Co., GA.  This 
looked very promising.  The John appeared to be about the right age and the James was several years younger 
but not enough for them to be father/son.  Could they be brothers?  A check of this location or AR in general 
showed that John was not there in GA in 1850 but James was and now there was a Jeptha Whorton showing up 
in Stewart Co, GA also.   The only two Whortons there and they had to be related, didn’t they?  A look back at 
1840 showed me that a younger male of the right age, living in the household of James could have been this 
Jeptha, which would almost assure that they were probably brothers.  So could all three be brothers, our John 
W, James and Jeptha Whorton?  So far only one document has been found on which all three of their names 
appear as witnesses to another man’s land sale.  It doesn’t determine relationship but surely it proves they have 
a family connection.   There are also other Whortons in GA in other locations, two or three together.  What 
does it all mean?   I follow the trail of James and Jeptha and they continue to be in Stewart Co., GA up until 
1870 when they come to TX.  And interestingly enough, they show up in Navarro County.  Jeptha is there with 
his sons and they live there until their deaths.  This Jeptha Whorton was married to a Francis Harris.  
(Remember, all the Harris that I told you we had a connection to but I have no known male Harris in mix) 
 
My John W Whorton dies in 1859 in a woodcutting accident, cutting his leg and bleeding to death, while alone 
in the northern AR woods near his home in Dec 1859.   His widow is still in AR in 1860 and on the census as 
Elva Horton (but she had the correct children of our John W Whorton).  By following this line on the AR 
census, in 1870 she is listed as Elvira Whorton, owning land and raising hogs and corn.  She dies bet 1870 and 
1880 and her heirs are all listed as Hortons.  After that time all my line is listed as Hortons.  My grandfather 
Joseph Wilson Horton (b. 1899) and his father John (Jack) Wilson Horton and my grandfather’s brothers come 
to TX in early 1900s, and lived in Fannin County and Hunt County.   In the most recent research, we connected 
with a descendant of one of my grandfather’s brothers (Ashley lives in FL) who has a trunk belonging to her 
great-grandfather.  In that trunk were Bibles and other handwritten documents.  One document said that our 
John W was John Wesley Whorton.  Our family had speculated for years that the “W” was for either William 
or Wilson but this paper written by one of his grandsons said it was Wesley.   If this sounds familiar......in the 
beginning I told you that my brother’s name is Wesley.  This is kind of a strange thing since I know that no one 
knew the name of this first ancestor in order to name my brother and my mother has told me the story of where 
she got the name Wesley and it wasn’t from any Horton family member.   We have also connected with another 
descendant from another one of my grandfather’s brothers and Ivy (Tyler, TX) told us that she remembers her 
father telling her that the Horton named used to be spelled with a W.   So this was another confirmation that we 
were finally on the right track.  But I had never heard of any my Horton family ever telling anyone that the 
name was originally spelled with a W.  Why, I wonder?   What was the story behind the change in the spelling?  
Why did some family members keep the Whorton spelling as the ones that stayed in GA who came to TX did? 
Was there some big riff that split the family apart?  There are some who say the split and thus change in name 
spelling was the result of some kind of outlaw activity which caused one part of the family to want to 
disassociate itself from the other but I have nothing to confirm that or to indicate which group that would point 
to.  
 
Now if that wasn’t complicated enough we also matched to a bunch that spelled the name Wharton.   Here 
again, I have no understanding why this is but there is a group that moved into AR from TN.  They settled in a 
place they named Wharton’s Creek.  To make it even more interesting are the names of pair in this area, 
Jeptha and Dolly Wharton.  I have done research on them and found out some interesting information.   Was 
there a connection between the Jeptha from GA and the Jeptha from TN?   Did the group in GA first come 
from TN?  So far there is no clear indication as we have not been able to determine who might be the father of 
John W. Whorton and possibly of James and Jeptha from Stewart Co., GA.  There is an elder William 
Whorton that might be a candidate but there are others as well and they are all in other areas of GA. clearly 
with other sons living near them.    
 
I thought maybe the William was a good candidate because my John W Whorton named his eldest son William 
J.    I tried to follow the line of William J but after the 1850 census I can find nothing on him or his first son, 
John W Whorton.  This son of William J is clearly named after my John W Whorton but I cannot find 
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anything on them in 1860.    The rest of John W and Elva’s children have been documented through family 
records and their lines followed with most of the family staying in AR (grave sites all documented) until my 
great-grandfather, John (Jack) Wilson Horton brought my grandfather and the rest of his family to TX in the 
early 1900’s.   One of my grandfather’s uncles who married and had a family in TX, suddenly up and moves to 
OK taking his son Lonnie with him.  I don’t at the present time understand the dynamics of that story as some 
say that he married an Indian woman in OK (Belle Eastman) but had no other children with her.  Some say 
they only lived together and never married but it has been reported to me that another descendant has a copy 
of their marriage certificate.    There are other stories of a daughter of John W and Elva, who had a daughter 
by an Indian (name unknown) and married a Benton (who in a picture is dark skinned like an Indian but 
unknown to me if he is or not).  In the cemetery where several of these Hortons are buried is rumored several 
grave sites of Indians in the woods at the back of the cemetery.  When my cousin, Shirley and I were last in AR 
this past September we were told that these Indian graves are under project to be saved and markers put on 
them as the names of all buried there has been located.  Will some be relatives?   Well that remains to be 
determined.   The “cousin” that met us in another cemetery to show us the tombstones of his parents, looks like 
an Indian himself, dark/red skinned and Indian like features.   It is surely hard to separate rumor from fact. 
 
Another very interesting fact that has come to light from my research is that this same cousin Ashley from FL 
who has the trunk of her great grandfather tells me that she was told by her grandfather that we descended 
from Black Dutch.  How accurate this term is in relationship to my Horton/Whorton family line is simply 
unknown.  I have tried to research this term and found all sorts of conflicting information.  First of all it has 
nothing at all to do with “Black” as in Negroid or African peoples.  It simple was a term derived from the 
darker skinned people that migrated to America and were called Black Dutch by the Americans.  The term 
Dutch may or may not actually refer to Scandinavian born people.  Some believe that it referred to early 
German immigrants who when answering inquiries as to where they were from replied Duesche which was 
German for the name of their homeland but the pronunciation of it sounded like “dutch”.    Later the term was 
often used by Indians who did not wish to be labeled as Indian and sent to a reservation but preferred to live 
among the whites by calling themselves “Black Dutch”. 
 
As to the origin of the Horton/Whorton/Wharton family name, there is much information but none that has 
convinced me where my family came from.  These various spellings are considered to just be variations but the 
DNA doesn’t lie.  All forms of this name are very old, the Horton surname is more closely related to English 
born persons and England is covered with locations and names of Horton.  Some of this was most likely 
brought to America by at least three waves of English born Hortons.  The first being Barnabas Horton in who 
immigrated to Hampton, New Haven, Conn., in 1633-38, and later built the first house on east end of Long 
Island, now know as Southhold.  Through research I have found that Long Island is literally covered with 
building and place names, street names, tombstones and much history bearing the name of Hortons who settled 
the area.   DNA proves that we have nothing in common with these folks.  Too bad, it would have made a great 
story and obviously has for those related.   There is a lot of information on this family of Hortons from a book 
written by Dr. Geo. F. Horton in 1876.    
 
There were other Hortons that made the trek across the big pond such as Thomas Horton at a later date than 
Barnabas and others but all of the others bearing the English spelling of Horton, the DNA (that has been done 
up to this point and reported online for comparison) associated with them has proven not to match to my 
brother’s.   The other variant spellings of Whorton and Wharton are probably Irish or Welsh and even possibly 
Scandinavian in origin.   There is a DNA marker that is considered the Origin indicator and in the world of 
DNA is called a Haplogroup.  When they do DNA testing on your male descendant the testers will usually tell 
you of where they believe that you are from, that is what this marker is indicating to them.  If you want this 
determined for a fact, then that’s another test and another charge.  I am probably going to do this with my 
brother’s DNA just so that I can put a stamp as proven on this.   What the testers told me on my brother’s is 
that there is strong indication of Viking heritage.  The time period of 793-1066AD is considered the “Age of the 
Vikings” but there were peoples in Scandinavia as early as 4000 B.C.   When one does research on the Vikings a 
lot of interesting information shows up.  I was amazed at how skilled they were in seafaring, exploring and 
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metal working, producing some of the earliest metal jewelry ever found in the America and an array of 
weaponry.   They are credited with having arrived in the North American and created at settlement (on coast of 
Canada) at least a 1000 years before Columbus.  They are considered part of the Germanic people group with 
their own distinctive language and culture and very pagan early beliefs.  They were infamous for their raids by 
sea in their famous ‘Longboats” and obviously passed along their Viking DNA genes to other people groups 
they encountered.   They are credited for having founded Dublin, Ireland and countries of Iceland and 
Greenland but their original home base was Norway.   They are credited with having some of the earliest 
“legends” of heroes or heroic exploits of “larger than life” persons.  Many of the stories were verbal for many 
years and written down much later as Beowulf, Hrothgar and Hrolf Kraki.   The Icelandic Sagas were written 
1200-1450 AD.  We are all familiar with such real life characters of Eric the Red and Leif Erickson, his son.  
Could it be then that the Vikings might be the origin of the familiar Irish red hair and quick tempers?  Around 
1000 AD the Vikings were converted to Christianity and began their assimilation into the general population on 
the European continent as they had populated settlements throughout the regions.  However, those people 
living in Iceland and Greenland still live according to the old Viking/Scandinavian ways. 
 
So will we ever determine where we came from?  I certainly hope so.  But we aren’t quite there yet.  I hope to 
do more DNA testing which might help to confirm.   I have also learned that there are about 8-10 other 
spellings of a name that could very well be considered just another variation of my maiden name.   Well, it 
looks like there will be plenty of research for years and years to come! 
 
Thanks for taking the time to read.  I hope maybe I have given you some encouragement to maybe try DNA 
Testing.  It certainly gave my cousin and I a different direction (Whorton, Wharton) to go in once we had hit a 
brick wall with all the Hortons.   Maybe it can help you too.  If you are considering it, it is relative easy to pay 
for the test yourself and have the kit sent to a paternal (or maternal if you need to go that way) relative.  If the 
paternal direction, you need a male relative in close proximity to yourself with the surname that you are testing. 
The test kit contains a couple of vials and swabs for taking a sample of DNA from inside the cheek.  Have the 
person taking the test simply follow all the instructions that come with the kit and mail it to the location 
provided.  You will have to choose a site online (and it should be a reliable one such as Family DNA.com or 
Ancestry DNA.com from which to request the DNA kit.   Beware of others that offer cheap rates.  You may not 
get what you are looking for.  Make sure it is for DNA for family testing not paternity testing.  Prices vary 
according to the number of markers to be tested, a test on 12 is $99 and it goes up from there.  I would suggest 
at least 25 markers tested and then you have the option of 37 and higher as you can afford to do more.   The 
more markers tested the more reliable the matches. 
You will need to follow the instructions online to set up your password and input your information on the 
farthest back in time ancestor that you know about.  You can also give some detail as to where that person was 
born and when and you can upload a file of your lineage if you wish.   When the results are available the service 
providing it will notify by email and you can review the results online.  You will use the kit no and password to 
access and you can compare then to others DNA online.  When your DNA results are in be sure to add it to the 
Y-Search Project and that will enable you to connect with others who are trying to use DNA for matches. 
 
These sites have lots of information about DNA and what to do and how to do it and what it all means.  You 
need to do some reading before you order a test done so you will know what it is that you will be actually 
getting for your money.   Good luck that that.  If you do try it and get some interesting results, write me a note 
about it and I can share that with other Root Seekers through the Newsletter. 
 
http://www.familydna.com 
http://www.ysearch.org 
http://www.dnaancestry.com 
 

Carolyn Bostian 
Editor 
 


