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October Meeting Highlights 
Bragging Rights 

The Root Seekers Genealogy Society met on October 19, 
2009 and enjoyed a fun evening with the traditional night of 
Bragging Rights.  Bragging Rights is two-fold in its concept.   
Members pay one dollar for every five minutes that they 
have the privilege of bragging about their ancestor before the 
group all the while raising money for the Book Fund.   
Participants are timed and have “pay up” with additional 
dollars as their bragging continues. 
 
Nina Hendricks began the evening bragging about her 
grandfather, William Charles Courson born 1885 in 
Hopkins Co. 
 
Bob Johnson spoke of his ancestor, Major E. O. Wolf, who 
was in the War with Mexico and in the Civil War where he 
was wounded and after he recovered, he enlisted again.  He 
was captured and held as a prisoner of war along with 
several of the men who served under him.  He and his men 
were sentenced to be shot.  He wrote a letter to General 
Rosencrantz and pleaded for the lives of his men because 
they were only doing their duty to the cause and the people 
of the Confederacy.   The Masonic membership in the area 
heard about it and the fact that Major Wolf was a Mason and 
campaigned to spare his life.  The six soldiers that served 
under him were executed but Major Wolf’s life was spared. 
 
Ruth Shelton bragged about her ancestor, Captain Arthur 

Barlow, an English navigator who was born in 1550 and 
died in 1620.  He and Captain Philip Amada sailed from 
England on orders from the Queen to look for a place for a 
proposed new colony.  According to history, they landed in 
North Carolina and sailed up the Albermarle sound to the 
Island of Roanoke.  She also spoke of Peter Barlow born 
Oct 13, 1776 in Norwich, England.  He was an optician and 
mathematician.  He was instrumental in the first use of 
telescopic lenses and published works called the Barlow 
Tables.  
 
Grace Donovan show us the book she has created covering 
four generations from herself including the families of 
Lawrence, Ponder, Hay, Goodger, Pope, Williams, 
Winfield, Mitchell, Wellborn and others.  Very impressive 
Grace! 
 

Helen Preston bragged about her ancestor, Samuel 

Worthington who was in the Revolutionary War.  His 
father was Robert Worthington and grandfather, Robert 
R Worthington and they were Quakers.   She discussed 
the difficult in matching up the generations correctly.  
She also discussed her Simcox family ancestors, 
Samuel and Sarah who came to America in the 
1600’s. 
 
Margaret Ann Trail spoke of her ggg grandmother 
Penelope Holland Thompson Horn, born in 1798 in 
Wake County, North Carolina.  She married William 
Thompson born 1797 on the Yellow River in 
Tennessee.  She had pictures of  Penelope’s  house 
which is the old dog trot style log house with a breeze 
way in between the two sides of the house.  In 1913 a 
cyclone badly damaged the home but the remnants of 
the old log house was put on the National Registry.  
Penelope had twelve children all of whom lived to 
adulthood.  A son, Albert Franklin Thompson, born 
1872 has descendants Edgar Lafayette Thompson and 
wife Viola Parsons living in Coleman Co., 

Throckmartin, TX. ■  Report courtesy of Nina Hendricks   

Marian Tillery stared her genealogy research journey 
in 1983 and bragged about a family reunion she attended 
in North Carolina with the Whitley and Hopewell 
families.  He enjoyed a wonderful visit with her Uncle’s 
family for four days.  She was able to visit cemetery 
where her relatives were buried and her grandmother’s 
100 year old house in a town where a 96 year old 
postman still delivers the mail.  She encouraged the 
group to try and attend family reunions like this one 
where you get to connect to your past. 
 
Skip Gustafson spoke of his family ancestor, Heinrich 

Zimmerman born 1673 and died 1750and his wife, 
Salome Ruffner.  Salome Ruffner is the 6th great 
grandmother of President Lyndon Johnson.  Heinrich 
Zimmerman came from Switzerland to Philadelphia in 
1698.  He settled in Lancaster Co., Pennsylvania where 
he first bought land and then returned to Switzerland to 
bring his family to America.  Heinrich and Salome’s 
sons, Emanuel and Gabriel, later changed the last name 
to Carpenter and moved to Ohio and bought 3000 acres 
of land and started a town there called Lancaster.  There 
they started a lumber mill and helped the town to grow 
by building homes and town buildings and a grain mill 
to feed the people. 
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November Meeting 

Highlights 
 
“The War of 1812” by Marynell Bryant 
 
The November 16 meeting of the Root Seekers Genealogy Society 
was so honored to have Marynell Bryant as the speaker of the month. 
She began with an invitation to all to attend the 50th Anniversary 
Texas Conference in Waco the first weekend in November 2010.   
 
Also she encouraged those wanting to research their 1812 Ancestors 
to come to the Hopkins Co Genealogy Library in Sulphur Springs 
located in their own building in downtown on the square, weekdays 9-
1 and Saturday 1-5 and they are closed on Wednesdays. 
 
She began her discussion on the War of 1812 by showing us a map of 
locations where the war was fought.  The main land fighting of the 
war occurred along the Canadian border, in the Chesapeake Bay 
region, and along the Gulf of Mexico, and extensive action also took 
place at sea. 
 
From the end of the American Revolution in 1783, the United States 
had been irritated by the failure of the British to withdraw from 
American territory along the Great Lakes;  their backing of the Indians 
on American’s frontiers; and their unwillingness to sign commercial 
agreements favorable to the United States.  
 
France tried to prevent the sale of British goods in French possessions.  
The French and British maritime policies produced several crises with 
the United States.  The United States believed its rights on the seas as 
a neutral were being violated by both nations, but British maritime 
policies were resented more because Britain dominated the seas.  The 
British claimed the right to take from American merchant ships any 
British sailors who were serving on them.  Frequently, they also took 
Americans.  The practice of impressments became a major grievance. 
 

“From the end of the American Revolution in 1783, the 
United States had been irritated by the failure of the British to 
withdraw from American territory along the Great Lakes; their 

backing of the Indians on American’s frontiers; and their 
unwillingness to sign commercial agreements favorable to the 

United States.” 

The United States in an effort to change the policies of the European 
powers by economic means saw Congress pass the Embargo Act 
which banned all American ships from foreign trade.  A group called 
the War Hawks, made up of Democrats and Republicans from the 
West and South, wanted a war against Great Britain by an invasion of 
Canada.  The Federalist Party, representing New England shippers 
who foresaw the ruination of their trade, opposed war.  France 
changed their decrees but the British refused to repeal their orders.  
On June 18, 1812, President James Madison signed a declaration of 
war had passed at his request.  Seven states voted in favor of going to 

war with the British. 
 
U. S. forces were not ready for war, and American hopes of 
conquering Canada collapsed in the campaigns of 1812 and 
1813.  From Lake Champlain to Montreal across the Niagara 
frontier and into Upper Canada from Detroit, the attacks were  

FAMILY ROOTS 
You know you’re an addicted Genealogist...... 
 
......if you can pinpoint Harrietsham, Hawkhurst and Kent on 
a map of England, but can’t locate Topeka, Kansas.. 
 
......when all your correspondence begins with  “Dear 
Cousin”. 
 
......if you’ve traced every one of your ancestral lines back to 
Adam and Eve, have it all fully documented, and still don’t 
want to quit. 
 

Famous Quotes: 
  

“Santa Claus has the right idea.  Visit people 
only once a year.” 
                             Victor Borge 
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uncoordinated and all failed.  The British tightened a 
blockade around America’s coasts.  Oliver Hazard 
Perry’s ships destroyed the British fleet on Lake Erie 
(Sep 10, 1813) and this victory forced the British to 
retreat eastward from the Detroit region and Oct 5, 
1813, they were overtaken and defeated at the battle of 
the Thames by an American army under the command 
of Gen. William Henry Harrison.  In this battle the 
great Shawnee chief Tecumseh, who had harrassed the 
northwestern frontier since 1811, was killed while 
fighting on the British side. 
 
In 1814, the British moved more of their ships and 
experienced troops to America.  The British planned to 
attack the United States in three main areas: In New 
York along Lake Champlain and the Hudson River in 
order to sever New England from the union; at New 
Orleans to block the Mississippi; and in Chesapeake 
Bay as a diversionary maneuver. 
 
The British won the Battle of Bladensburg in 
Chesapeake Bay and marched into Washington, D.C. 
and burned most of the public buildings.  President 
Madison had to flee into the countryside.  The British 
turned to attack Baltimore but met stiffer resistance and 
were forced to retire after the American defense of Fort 
McHenry, which inspired Francis Scott Key to write 
the words of the “Star-Spangled Banner.”  President 
Madison had sent Key to try to negotiate with the 
British to release a captured doctor. 
 
In the Battle of Plattsburg Bay (Lake Champlain), on 
Sep 11, 1814, American Capt Thomas MacDonough 
won the naval battle destorying the British fleet and the 
British retreated into Canada. 
 
Located just 100 miles upstream from the mouth of the 
Mississippi River, the Crescent City of New Orleans 
offered a tempting prize to a British military still 
buoyant over the burning of Washington, D.C.  To 
capture the city, Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane fitted 
out a naval flotilla of more than 50 ships to transport 
10,000 veteran troops from Jamaica.  They were led by 
Sir Edward Parkenham, brother-in-law of the Duke of 
Wellington and a much-decorated officer. 
 
For protection, the citizens of southern Louisiana 
looked to Major General Andrew Jackson; known to 
his men as “Old Hickory”.  Jackson arrived in New 
Orleans in the late fall of 1814 and quickly prepared 
defenses along the city’s many avenues of approach.  
Two British officers, disguised as Spanish fishermen, 
discovered an unguarded waterway, Bayou Bienvenue, 
which provided access to the east bank of the 
Mississippi River barely nine miles downstream from 
New Orleans.  On Dec 23, the British vanguard poled 
its way through a maze of streams and traversed 
marshy land to emerge unchallenged an easy day’s 

march from their goal. 

Two American officers, whose plantations had been 
commandeered by the British, informed Jackson that enemy 
was at the gates.  General Jackson organized a night time 
surprise attack that gained valuable time.  The British 
surprised by the Americans boldness, decided to deter their 
advance toward New Orleans until all their troops cold be 
brought in from the fleet. 
 
Old Hickory used this time wisely, retreating three miles to 
the Chalmette Plantation on the banks of the Rodriquez 
Canal.  Here Jackson built a fortified mud rampart, 3/5 mile 
long and anchored on its right by the Mississippi River and 
on the left by an impassable cypress swamp.  On Dec 28, the 
British launched the first skirmish against Jackson’s forces 
for four days, but the stubborn Americans stood their ground. 
 
The arrival of fresh British troops in Jan 1815 gave the 
British new hope.  The British planned their attack to begin 
at dawn on the morning of Jan 8, 1815 taking advantage of 
the early morning fog.  A good plan but it was flawed in its 
execution.  The force on the west bank was delayed crossing 
the river and did not reach its goal until well after dawn.  
Deprived of their misty cover, the main British columns had 
no choice but to advance across the open fields toward the 
Americans, who waited expectantly behind their mud and 
cotton-bale barricades.  To make matters worse, the British 
forgot their ladders and fascines, so they had no easy means 
to close with the protected Americans.  The British were 
perfect targets as they marched across a quarter mile of open 
ground. The Battle of New Orleans saw more than 2,000 
British killed or wounded and several hundred captured.  The 
American loss was eight killed and 13 wounded.  The victory 
saved New Orleans but it actually came after the war was 
over.  The Treaty of Ghent, which ended the War of 1812 
but resolved none of the issues that started it, had been 
signed in Europe weeks before the action on the Chalmette 
Plantation. 
 
Marynell completed her presentation by discussing how to 
search for records to prove your 1812 ancestors and what to 
look for.   She reminded everyone that the American forces 
were made up of some professional soldiers, the regular 
army, U.S. Navy, Marines, State or Territorial Militia and 
private citizens.  Your ancestor could have served in any 
battle so you look for his service record, bounty land warrant 
or pension records.  Some may even have been recorded as 
deserters but look for service after that.  Maybe farmers 
served by growing and furnishing food for the troops.   
 
One resource is the National Archives in Ft Worth.  It should 
have the records on Microfilm.  You can fill out a request 
form including your credit card information so that if they 
find the records they can copy them and send them back to 
you.    She cautions to ask for the entire record which costs 
about $37 and $14 for a partial record.  In 1871 pensions 
were authorized so look for pension records, applications, 
and Widow’s Certificates and Indexes to Pension 

Applications of Remarried Widows. ■ 
Editor 
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Root Seekers Newsletter 
 

The Root Seekers Newsletter is published Quarterly at Mabank, Texas, by the 
Root Seekers Genealogical Society.  The mailing address of the society is: 

1921c  TOLOSA SCHOOL PICTURE 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

Welcome new members.  We are happy to have you as a 

part of our Genealogy Society.  It is our belief that we can 

learn from each other and there is a wealth of wisdom in 

our collective minds.   

Since our society is made up of “newbies” as well as 

seasoned veterans, there can be much advantage for new 

members to confer with those veterans about difficulties 

that you are having in doing your research as the veterans 

may be able to offer some helpful suggestions for breaking 

through brick walls. 

There are also many advantages of being a member of 

Root Seekers Genealogy Society.  You have the use of the 

Genealogy Room at the Tri County Library and on each 

Tuesday of the month, there will be another member or 

two there to help you with your research.  They will show 

you how to use the computer to access a world of 

information to which you may not otherwise have access.  

They can show you how to use the copier that is located 

within the Genealogy room for convenience while still at 

the regular library rate per copy of 15 cents.  They can 

show you how to access the data on the many cds and 

microfilm that we have.  If you have not yet checked out 

the Genealogy room at the Tri County Library, I urge you 

to do so and take advantage of the many books that have 

been recently added to the shelves.  Plan to go on a 

Tuesday and receive help from one of our veterans and get 

full use of all the Genealogy room has to offer to further 

your research. 

We are glad to have you as a new member.    

                                                                         Editor 

Have You Tried These Web 

Sites? 
 Do you have Brick Walls?  Do you have Dead 

Ends?  Do you need a new place to look?   

Obviously, many of us have subscriptions to sites such as 

Ancestry.com or Genealogy.com which both are owned by 

Ancestry as is the Rootsweb.com site.  But for those who 

don’t have that available, did you know that Root Seekers 

members can access Ancestry.com in the Genealogy room 

of Tri-County Library?  As a member that is one of your 

privileges. 

http://www.lcweb.loc.gov/   The Library of Congress                           

http://www.srcomm.com/rvan/gen/index.htm  Roots 
and Branches – Links to personal home pages 
with family information & searchable sites.              

 http://www.kjgenlinks.com   Journey to my 
Genealogy Links – Links to other genealogy 
sites. 

 http:/1930census.archives.gov/geginSearch.asp/  
National Archives 1930 ED descriptions by state 
& county.   

http://www.interment.net/  Interment.net   A site to 
search gravesites.  

http://www.usgwarchives.org/al/alfiles.htm   Alabama’s 

Gen Web now (off rootsweb servers)■                                                     

Look for more in every Newsletter! ■     

 

  

2009 FALL SEMINAR HELD  

 
The second fund raiser for 2009 was held October 24 at the First United 

Methodist Church Fellowship Hall in Mabank.  Featured speaker was Lloyd 

Boxstruck, recently retired from the Dallas Library as Supervisor of the 

Genealogy Section.  Topics of discussion were Huguenots: American’s First 

Refugees, The Society of Friends and their Records, Genealogy Research in 

Kansas, Nebraska, and Oklahoma and State Bounty Land Grants. About 23 

members and guests attended. 
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RSGS 
Tri-County Library 
P. O. Box 1770 
Mabank, TX 75147 
 
Our Mission Statement: 
The Society, a non profit organization, seeks to further the development of 
genealogical research; to act as a training agency for persons interested in 
genealogical research; and to acquire and make available a collection of 
genealogical and historical materials.   
 
The present membership is approximately 60.  Current Officers are: 
 
Margaret Ann Trail           President 
Julie Gustafson                 1st Vice President 
Helen Preston                   2nd Vice President 
Betty Foster                      Secretary 
Ruth Shelton                     Treasure 
Jim Robertson                   Parliamentarian 
Nina Hendricks                 Historian/Public Relations 
Carolyn Bostian                Editor 
 
Annual membership dues are $12.00 for an individual, $15.00 for a family, and 
$5.00 for full time students.  Special rates are available for lifetime memberships, 
with discounts for senior citizens. 
 
Regular meetings of the Society are on the third Monday of each month, except 
December (do not meet), at 7:00 p.m. at the Tri-County Library on Main Street, 
Mabank, TX. 
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The Back Page 

Editor’s Corner 
  

 

I hope you all had wonderful holidays and visits with family and friends.  It’s hard to believe that 2009 

has ended and we have plunged head long into a new year, 2010.  As I finish up this final Newsletter 

for 2009, I am encouraged that the new year will bring new discoveries in our individual ancestor 

research and will find us breaking through some brick walls and uncovering more of our family 

stories. 

 

Included in this issue are some resolutions that just might aid you in your research.  I found the article 

from the Ancestry.com Newsletter, “The Weekly Discovery”, very interesting, timely and it gave me 

some new ideas of how I can focus my efforts and make some progress in 2010.   I hope that it will do 

the same for you.  See it on page 6. 

 

I have also included a couple of blank worksheets that you may want to use in your collection of data.  

Feel free to copy them and try them and see if they are helpful as you research.  See pages 7 and 8.  

 

If you are familiar with Ancestry.com, you know they have a lot of tools that you can make use of on 

their web site.  They have a collection of archived articles that you can search and find tips and 

information that may prove very helpful to you.  They also have seminars online that you can also 

gain much information to aid you in your information quest.   Ancestry.com is also adding a 

tremendous amount of new information all the time and the list of what’s coming in 2010 is 

encouraging.  Look for this list on page 9. 

 

Coming up this next year in the Root Seekers Newsletter, look for more articles from Ancestry.com.  I 

have found many of the archived ones to be interesting and helpful so I will pass them on to you.  Just 

a couple of titles that you will be seeing are:  “Brick Wall Strategies” and “Six Common 

Missteps....And How To Avoid Them”.  I am looking forward to another great year and I hope you 

are too.   

 

I am always interested in hearing from any of you and if you have something you would like to submit, 

please feel free to send it to me, either by mail or email.  If you find a good article or have a great 

research experience that you would like to share, I encourage you to do so.   

 

Carolyn Bostian 

Editor 

 

Bcarolyn1213@aol.com 

P. O. Box 43281 

Seven Points, TX 75143 

903-432-9140 


