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On January 18, Root Seekers’ speaker was Margaret Ann 
Trail who had attended a workshop in 2009 sponsored by 
the Texas A&M University Commerce Library for the 
Northeast Texas Library System, to learn how they 
digital preserve documents.   It seems that many libraries 
including the Daughters of the American Revolution in 
Washington, DC are now preserving their documents by 
digital photography and scanning techniques. 

State of the art software allows combining and accessing 
information, capable of searching millions of objects and 
databases.   This system allows libraries and museums to 
collect, store and share information with every partner in 
its group, as well as place images on the web.                       

The Root Seekers Genealogy Society met 
January 18, 2010 at the Tri-county Library. The 
evening began with the swearing in of the 
newly elected officers by Parliamentarian 
Margaret Ann Trail.  In the photo from left to 
right are:  Skip Gustafson, 1st VP, Julie 
Gustafson-President, Nell Walker, 2nd VP, Nina 
Hendricks-Historian/Public Relations, Ruth 
Shelton-Treasurer, Helen Preston 2nd VP, Betty 
Foster-Recording/Corresponding Secretary, and 
Carolyn Bostian-Editor. Congratulations to our 
new officers and we all look forward to a great 
2010!   

Famous Quotes: 
 
“If you cannot get rid of the family skeleton, you may 
as well make it dance.” 
                       George Burnard Shaw 
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First on the agenda is deciding what to digitize.  Unique 
primary documents, like letters, diaries, journals, old 
photos, high school yearbooks and scrapbooks are all 
candidates. 

Any deteriorating material needs to be digitally preserved, 
so the original can be preserved elsewhere.  A library that 
is digitizing is preserving and allowing the public to 
access a copy, instead of the original. 

Digitizing is done by cameras or by scanners.  Flatbed 
scanners or overhead scanners use light sensors to make 
the images.  Digital cameras may need additional 
equipment such as tripods, lights and stands, so do your 
homework before you run out and by this equipment.  

 

 

 

 
February 15, 2010 Lana Napper was the Root Seekers’ speaker 
and spoke about her research on her Grimes family.  She got 
the research bug in 2000, when she and her husband, Jim took 
a trip through the original 13 colony states. She had heard that 
she had a Revolutionary War patriot ancestor and decided to 
find out if it was true. 
 
Napper has a deep appreciation for her ancestors and is so 
thankful for all the sacrifices they made for this country.  She 
explained some things were easy to find, but others were not.  
She explained how she had to approach some tasks at a 
different angle when she ran into those proverbial brick walls. 
She has scrapbooks she takes to her family reunions in Indiana.  
She keeps all the documents that she has collected for that 
ancestor in her scrapbook, so she can show other members of 
her family. 
 
Napper finally did track down that Revolutionary War 
ancestor, and now is a proud member of the Sarah Maples 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution.  

  
     President Julie Gustafson and speaker Lana  Napper  
Photo by Nina Hendricks                                 

On the Lighter Side.... 
 

• Genealogists live in the “past” lane. 
• Genealogists are time unravelers. 
• Whoever said “seek and ye shall find” 

was NOT a genealogist. 
• Old genealogists never die, they just lose 

their census. 
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         1st VP Skip Gustafson and speaker Betty Foster
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On March 15, 2010 the Root Seekers’ speaker was 
Betty Foster who reviewed many of the oral 
traditions of old home remedies and medicines and 
the superstitions that went along with them.  These 
were passed down from generation to generation 
since there were no doctors or other medicines 
available for many people in the rural, isolated 
areas where transportation and communication 
was difficult.  Poverty often played a role when 
problems arose, and they turned to their families 
for solution. 
 
Belief in the effectiveness of cures generally 
depended upon their unpleasantness.  An 
unpleasant medicine was believed to be more 
effective than a pleasant one.  Medicine had to 
taste bad and smell worse to be good.  They relied 
on whatever was available and many plants 
provided the basic ingredients that were used in 
the preparation of medicines and remedies.   
 
The American experience is deeply rooted in the 
lore of the Native Indians. The Indian prepared for 
ritual occasions to treat illnesses, injuries and 
spiritual maladies.  Our ancestors home remedies 
included common household items like baking 
soda, coal oil, kerosene, sugar, whiskey, vinegar, 
turpentine, tobacco, honey and soot from wood 
stoves.  These supplemented the meager 
pharmacopoeia of paregoric, sulphur, alum, 
Epsom salt, camphor and asafetida.   
 
We may think that we are sophisticated and above 
all the superstition but we sometimes find 
ourselves following a course of action to 
accommodate a superstition.  We step over cracks 
in the sidewalk, we eat black-eyed peas on New 
Years, we walk around ladders and throw salt over 
our left shoulder and avoid those black cats 
walking across our paths.  Our ancestors accepted 
all of this as normal behavior.   
Photo unavailable. 

FAMILY ROOTS 
 
Can a first cousin, once removed, return? 
 
I trace my family history so I will know who to 
blame. 
 
Ever have an ancestor hanging from the family 
tree? 
 
I think my ancestors had several bad hair days. 
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Root Seekers Newsletter 
 

 
 
 

Obviously, many of us have subscriptions to sites such as 
Ancestry.com or Genealogy.com which both are owned by 

Ancestry as is the Rootsweb.com site.  But for those who 
don’t have that available, did you know that Root Seekers 
members can access Ancestry.com in the Genealogy room 

of Tri-County Library?  As a member that is one of your 
privileges. 

  Census Online-Links to US 
and 5 Countries Census  Has great maps of the states with 

all the counties but won’t have all census but a lot                   
http://www.censusfinder.com    Census Finder search by 
state, county                                    

http://www.familysearch.org     Family Search (Mormon)       
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/index   Perpetual 
Calendar Any Year  - Very useful in determining dates of 

death, marriage, etc. when obit or newspaper clipping 
doesn’t give specific date.   
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch/Default.asp?  

Land Patent Search, search by state and last name, first 
name.  Does not cover the thirteen colonies but does have 
links to some.  Online certified copies $2.00 suitable for 

framing.  Site explains land patents, gives legal land 
descriptions, has original document images and explains 
rectangular survey system.  

http://www.dallasnews.com/archive/obituary  Dallas 
Morning News - obit section.  Pd. Obits for last 30 days 
are free.  2 Files available online:  1885-1977 and 1984 – 
present.  Look for more every Newsletter!     

2010 FUND RAISERS AND SEMINAR 
ANNOUNCED 

 Nell Walker announced that there will be two fundraisers in 
2010. The first will be a Rummage Sale on Saturday, April 10 
on the Town Square in Eustace. The second will be a Fall 
Seminar, Saturday, October 24 featuring Aaron Holt as the 
speaker covering Native American sources from the National 
Archives.  Details are still pending.  Start making your plans 
now to attend this event.   More details in next Newsletter.           
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Article from The Weekly Discovery Magazine, Feb 03, 2010, Author Juliana 
Smith, Copyright 2010, Ancestry.com, published weekly online. 
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The Root Seekers Newsletter is published Quarterly at Mabank, Texas, by the 
Root Seekers Genealogical Society.  The mailing address of the society is: 

 

 
RSGS 
Tri-County Library 
P. O. Box 1770 
Mabank, TX 75147 
 
Our Mission Statement: 
The Society, a non profit organization, seeks to further the development of 
genealogical research; to act as a training agency for persons interested in 
genealogical research; and to acquire and make available a collection of 
genealogical and historical materials.   
 
The present membership is approximately 56.  Current Officers are: 
 
Julie Gustafson                 President 
Skip Gustafson                 1st Vice President 
Nell Walker                      2nd Vice President 
Betty Foster                      Secretary 
Ruth Shelton                     Treasure 
Margaret Ann Trail           Parliamentarian 
Nina Hendricks                 Historian/Public Relations 
Carolyn Bostian                Editor 
 
Annual membership dues are $12.00 for an individual, $15.00 for a family, and 
$5.00 for full time students.  Special rates are available for lifetime memberships, 
with discounts for senior citizens. 
 
Regular meetings of the Society are on the third Monday of each month, except 
December (do not meet), at 7:00 p.m. at the Tri-County Library on Main Street, 
Mabank, TX. 
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The Back Page 
Editor’s Corner 
  
It would be really easy to fill this page with my many troubles and excuses with all the difficulties that I 
have had in putting together this first Newsletter of 2010 but I am not going to do it.  I want to start off on a 
much more positive note.    
 
I believe that this year will be better in many ways and I am looking forward to it.  It will pose challenges no 
doubt, but what genealogist hasn’t already faced that in doing their own family research.  This may well be 
my year to be accepted into the NSDAR chapter of Sarah Maples.  That will be an exciting opportunity for 
me.  I have been working on my family research for the last 8 years since I retired from my job as an 
accountant for a medium sized oil company in 2002.   
 
I so wanted to prove my ancestor, Silas Monk, as he is in a direct line back from my Mom to him as a 
Revolutionary War Soldier.  I know that the link exists but it has proven to be a difficult one to prove as 
there is one generation in which no acceptable prove has been found.  There is suppose to be a family Bible 
in the hands of a family member in Alabama that gives the necessary information but that person has not 
been located in order to get the copies needed.  The information that is said to be in that Bible certainly 
seems to be the proof that would make the connection that is needed but it appears that it will have to wait 
for more research to be obtained, if ever. 
 
So as many have had to do in the past, I had to switch horses in mid stream.  I found another relative David 
Owen who supplied beef to General Washington’s troups.  It has proven a little easier to prove the lineage.  
So maybe this will be the year.  There is still a couple of hurdles yet to jump and more copies to work up but 
it should be moving toward completion before the end of the year. 
 
So with that hope in mind, I wish for all of you, some successes with your research, some brick walls broken 
down and new connections made.  Let’s all look forward to a new year full of promise. 
 
Carolyn Bostian, Editor 
 

My cat likes to lay on the keys! 


