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May Meeting Highlights 
“Nosing Around in Henderson County”                            

by Ruth Shelton 

The Root Seekers met at the Tri-County Library to hear Ruth 

Shelton talk about early happenings in Henderson County. 

Henderson County was established April 27, 1846 and named in 

honor of James Pickney Henderson the first governor of the State of 

Texas.  It was formed from parts of Nacogdoches and Houston 

Counties. The County Seat at the time was Buffalo.  Not the Buffalo 

on Interstate 45 but west of Seven Points at the ferry crossing on the 

Trinity River. In 1848 it was moved to Centerville about 6 miles 

west of Eustace, a year later back to Buffalo.  The legislature formed 

Van Zandt and Kaufman Counties, leaving Henderson its present 

size today.  County seat was moved again and they named the town 

Athens and the first meeting was under a grove of trees.  The first 

courthouse was built in 1850 at a cost of $50.00. 

Other Communities were being settled at the same time such as 

Science Hill, which built a school called Science Hill Academy, the 

first school of higher learning.  It taught such subjects as 

Orthography, Reading, Writing, Mental Arithmetic and Primary 

Geography at a cost of $10.  English Grammar, Practical Arithmetic, 

Geography, History and Elocution cost $16.  Latin, Greek, Higher 

Branches of Mathematics, Natural Science, Rhetoric and Logic cost  

April Meeting Highlights 
“Root Seekers Web Site” – by Bob Stokes 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured: Web Master, Geneice Morris (left) and Bob Stokes 
 

Bob Stokes, a long-time member of the Root Seekers, was 
the speaker for the April 19, 2010 Root Seekers’ meeting.  In 
the past Bob and his son were instrumental in setting up the 
society’s web site.  Maintaining a site is a lot of work and 
requires much time and never as easy as it sounds.   For the 
last several years there had not been much activity or interest 
so Bob did other things besides keeping the site up and 
running.  
 
 When in 2010 Root Seekers elected Geneice Morris as it 
Web Master, Geneice contacted Bob about bringing the site 
up to date and active again and to teach Geneice how to 
maintain and add timely data.  The hopes are that the site 
will have a more active influence in drawing new folks to the 
site and the organization, and be a place to advertise its 
activities and upcoming events.   
 
Bob brought his laptop computer with him and showed the 
group how to get into the site and some of what the site 
contains.  Bob is continuing to add more records and info. 
 
Bob is now retired but his career was in the education field, 
serving as an English teacher, High School Assistant 
Principal, Assistant Director of Secondary Schools, and 
Dallas Deputy Assistant Superintendent of Data processing 
Services.  He certainly has the credentials to do both the 
things that Geneice was asking of him.  Bob has graciously 
consented to teaching Geneice and has also brought the site 
up to date. Visit:                                                             ■ 
 

Ruth Shelton and her Bon Voyage Cake as she 

leaves us to relocate in Ben Brook Lake area.  
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On the Lighter Side.... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June Meeting Highlights 
“Care in Cleaning Tombstones” by Nina 
Hendricks 

The Root Seekers Genealogy Society met at the Tri-County 
Library on June 21 for their monthly meeting.  The speaker 
that night was Nina Hendricks who told us a lot about the care 
that should be taken in the cleaning of tombstones.  We all 
have had to find those old and modern cemeteries and take 
those pictures for our family genealogies.  But much care 
should be taken when we attempt to clean the tombstones to 
get those better shots.  Many tombstones are very fragile and 
can be damaged very easily.  Common sense should be used. 
 
The best thing to clean with is just plain water, or water and a 
little dish washing solution to remove dirt and bird droppings.  
Never use power washers.  Never touch a tombstone if it seems 
flaky or hollow.  If moss is present, you can use a non-ionic 
detergent that can be found at the feed stores.  It is used in the 
treatment of cow’s udders. Always take lots of plain water for 
rinsing.  Mold is difficult to remove.  Some use bleach but that 
is very bad for the stone.  If you try to use some, it should be 
highly diluted with water.  You might try the “green” cleaners 
that can be purchased anywhere today.   
 
It is good to try and determine the type of stone before trying to 
clean it.  Nina says that the time period of the death and 
location is a good indication of what type of stone was 
commonly used.   
1650-1900   Slate, used in Mass. and is a gray color. 
1650-1890   Sandstone, used in CT River Valley, is brown 
1780-1930   Marble or Limestone in its purest white form. 
Both or made of calcium carbonate and adversely affected by 
acid rain and chemicals. 
1860-current   Granite by far is the most durable of all natural 
rocks.  It is the strongest and longest lasting and is now 
available in a wide range of colors. ■ 
 
Review courtesy of Nina Hendricks 

$20.   
 

Other towns Ruth spoke of one of which was Cottonwood that 
had stores, doctors, Post Office, Grist Mill, School and a 
cemetery.  Big Rock on the Tyler and Porter’s Bluff Road also 
had a Post Office.  Goshen also on the same road had 8 stores, 
7 drug and liquor stores, a blacksmith, carpenter and cabinet 
shops, 3 doctors and mail from Athens came 3 times a week.  
After the Civil War cattle were driven through town to the old 
Chisholm Trail.  But if you got drunk you had to pay a fine of 
$12.50.   
 

Ruth told us about Payne Springs and Eustace where she grew 
up and shared pictures of herself as a child and some of her 
family. 
 

She spoke of the many families that came from Norway and 
landed in New Orleans in 1848 and settled in Normandy which 
is now called Brownsboro and two years later they moved to 
Prairieville.  Many of the small towns Ruth spoke of exist no 
longer because in this developing time, the railroad was king 
and if the railroad did not stop in your town, people simply 
moved to where it did and the town died. 
 

A surprise Bon Voyage Party was held after the meeting for 
Ruth who is moving to the Ben Brook area to be closer to her 
son and his family.  Ruth will be missed by all.  She gave so 
much of herself to the Root Seekers organization in serving as 
Treasurer and working the genealogy research room at Tri 
County Library to help all those who visit it.  We wish her well 
in her new home at St. Frances Retirement Village where she 
plans to join the genealogy group there and continue to help 
others. ■ 
Review courtesy of Nina Hendricks 
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ATTENTION ALL ROOT SEEKERS MEMBERS 
 
 

The Bylaws are listed on the following six pages with proposed changes noted. 
Please review and be prepared to vote at the October 18, 2010 meeting.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcement 
Marion Tillery assumed the position of Treasurer for the Root Seekers Genealogical 
Society upon the resignation of Ruth Shelton whose planned move to her new home in 
the Ben Brook Lake area was effective June 1, 2010.  This is not a new position for 
Marion as she was the original Treasurer when the Society first formed on Aug 17, 
1992.   Thanks Jim Robertson for that historical fact! 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

Welcome new members.  We are happy to have you as a 

part of our Genealogy Society.  It is our belief that we can 

learn from each other and there is a wealth of wisdom in 

our collective minds.   

Since our society is made up of “newbies” as well as 

seasoned veterans, there can be much advantage for new 

members to confer with those veterans about difficulties 

that you are having in doing your research as the veterans 

may be able to offer some helpful suggestions for breaking 

through brick walls. 

There are also many advantages of being a member of 

Root Seekers Genealogy Society.  You have the use of the 

Genealogy Room at the Tri County Library and on each 

Tuesday of the month, there will be another member or 

two there to help you with your research.  They will show 

you how to use the computer to access a world of 

information to which you may not otherwise have access.  

They can show you how to use the copier that is located 

within the Genealogy room for convenience while still at 

the regular library rate per copy of 15 cents.  They can 

show you how to access the data on the many cds and 

microfilm that we have.  If you have not yet checked out 

the Genealogy room at the Tri County Library, I urge you 

to do so and take advantage of the many books that have 

been recently added to the shelves.  Plan to go on a 

Tuesday and receive help from one of our veterans and get 

full use of all the Genealogy room has to offer to further 

your research.  You can go and research on any day the 

library is open.  Just sign in with the receptionist.  

 Editor 

Have You Tried These Web 

Sites? 
 Do you have Brick Walls?  Do you have Dead Ends?  Do you need a 

new place to look?   

Obviously, many of us have subscriptions to sites such as 

Ancestry.com or Genealogy.com which both are owned by 

Ancestry as is the Rootsweb.com site.  But for those who 

don’t have that available, did you know that Root Seekers 

members can access Ancestry.com in the Genealogy room 

of Tri-County Library?  As a member that is one of your 

privileges. 

http://www.rootsweb.com Click on “World Connect”                            

http://wwwfindagrave.com    Find a grave or cemetery, thy 

this one                                                    

http://www.ancestralfindings.com     Search by Surname        

http://www.genforum.com Genealogy help and guidance   

http://www.cem.va.gov/   Veteran cemeteries and 

information  service                            

http://translation.langenberg.com/    Translate from 

English to foreign language or foreign language to English 

http://www.mayflowerhistory.com/  Caleb Johnson’s 

MAYFLOWER web pages              

http://www.surnameweb.org/  Searchable Registry with 

thousands of surname links                             

http://gencircles.com   Search by Surname  

http://www.usgenweb.com  Search by state, then by 

county. Has a lot of cemetery, birth, death & marriage 

records & other useful information.                                                                                                                                                                   

Look for more next Newsletter!    ■ 

On the Lighter Side…….. 
 

Genealogy …. A haystack full of needles. It’s the 
threads, I need.  

 
Genealogy …. Collecting dead relatives and 
sometimes a live cousin! 

 
Genealogy …. Where you confuse the dead and 
irritate the living. 
 

Root Seekers Web Site 
 
The Root Seekers web site is up and running again!  If you 
haven’t yet checked it out, please do.  I think you will be 
surprised at how much data is out there.  Bob and Geneice 
have done a great job getting us up and going again. The web 
site’s address is as follows: 
 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txrsgs/rsgsweb/ 
 
You should be able to access all the info from the front page 
by clicking on what you want.  If you want to access the item 
that says MEMBERS ONLY, which contains the 
membership lists and Quarterly Newsletters, then click on it 
and when the sign in box comes up, put rsgs on the top line 
and your first initial and last name on the second line.  If 
you are not a paid up or lifetime member you will not be able 
to access this area of data. 
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ROOT SEEKER 
2010 RUMMAGE SALE  

FUND RAISER WAS A SUCCESS 
 
A Rummage Sale was held on Saturday, April 10 at the Town Square in downtown Eustace, Tx.  There 
was a good turnout of patrons searching for bargains and looking to buy items donated by members of 
Root Seekers.   
 
Grace and Frank Donovan had donated a restored 1949 radio to use as the prize of our raffle.  We 
plugged it up and turned it on and enjoyed the music during the sale.  Everyone enjoyed hearing the 
radio and often stopped at our booth because of it to chat and ask about it.  Many persons bought 
tickets.  At the close of the day around 4:00 pm, a drawing was held and Randy Tillery was the winner 
of the radio.  He was quite surprised and happy. Congratulations to our winner! 

 
At the end of the day $267.00 was raised to help buy more books for the Genealogy Room at Tri 
County Library in Mabank and help pay for preserving and rebinding Obituaries previously stored in 
notebooks.  Thanks to everyone who donated items, worked the booth, purchased items and bought 
tickets for the raffle.  Ruth Shelton provided the cash/change and took the proceeds to the bank. 

 

 

 

 

 

President Julie Gustafson and  Marion Tillery at our booth.  
Project Chairman, Priscilla Berry made that nice sign for us. 

Randy Tillery, husband of Marion and winner 

of Radio with Skip Gustafson in background. 

Vice President Skip Gustafson presenting Randy Tillery the radio as the 
winner of our drawing. 

 Randy and Marion Tillery, Carolyn Bostian, and Nina Hendricks at 
close of sale.  It was time to pack up and go home.  Others that worked 
that day were Helen Preston, Margaret Ann Trail, Skip Gustafson and 

Glenda King. 
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This article is from The Weekly Discovery Magazine, June 28, 2010, author Maureen Taylor, (Copyright 2010, Ancestry.com) and 
printer here in accordance with Ancestry's Reprint policy        
  
 
Cartoons are from  
MyHeritage.com                        
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ROOT SEEKERS GENERALOGY SOCIETY 
 

The Root Seekers Newsletter is published Quarterly at Mabank, Texas, by the 
Root Seekers Genealogical Society.  The mailing address of the society is: 

 

 
RSGS 
Tri-County Library 
P. O. Box 1770 
Mabank, TX 75147 
 
Our Mission Statement: 
The Society, a non-profit organization, seeks to further the development of 
genealogical research; to act as a training agency for persons interested in 
genealogical research; and to acquire and make available a collection of 
genealogical and historical materials.   
 
The present membership is approximately 56.  Current Officers are: 
 
Julie Gustafson                 President 
Skip Gustafson                 1st Vice President 
Nell Walker                      2nd Vice President 
Betty Foster                      Secretary 
Marion Tillery                  Treasurer 
Margaret Ann Trail           Parliamentarian 
Nina Hendricks                 Historian/Public Relations 
Carolyn Bostian                Editor 
 
Annual membership dues are $12.00 for an individual, $15.00 for a family, and 
$5.00 for full time students.  Special rates are available for lifetime memberships, 
with discounts for senior citizens. 
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The Back Page 
Editor’s Corner 
  
 
Putting together a Newsletter worthy of your time to read it is something that I take seriously.  
Sometimes things come together rather easily and I can pull it all together in rather a short time of 
actual work.  Other times it is a pill to pull together.  Time seems to always be plenty when I start and 
short when I am trying to finish up! 
 
What to put in your Newsletter comes from ideas that I have about things that I think you will enjoy 
reading about and articles that I believe will help you on your quest to discover your ancestors.  
Sometimes they come from items that are submitted by members like Bob Stokes or Nina Hendricks.   
Other ideas come from Ancestry’s emails to me advising me of what new has been added to their 
library of helpful and interesting articles which they encourage editors to use to spread the good news 
and get you to use their services.  The fact that Root Seekers has a subscription which all members are 
able to access, that is an easy thing to do.  I do hope that each of you is using this easy access to 
thousands of records on Ancestry. 
 
Then in the end it all comes down to time…something which I always seem short of.  I really love 
doing the Newsletter and hate that I seem to have conflicting duties between my other responsibilities.  
For a very long time, it seems I operate on a needs first basis or meaning whatever needs to be done at 
this moment gets done.  That is not to my liking but it is reality! 
 
The most important thing for you to take notice of in this issue is pages 4-9 detailing the proposed 
changes to Root Seekers Bylaws.  Please read closely so that you will be able to vote in the October 
2010 meeting.  There are a few changes coming if you vote in the affirmative.  There will be a slight 
rise in the cost of membership dues (from $12.00 to $15.00) and is the first since Root Seekers was 
started in 1992.  Another change would be that there will no longer be an option to become a “Life 
Member”.  Those of you who are currently “Life Members” will not be affected but there will not be 
that option in the future. Many of us are quickly approaching the age to exercise that option, so we 
can see that soon there would be no paying members leaving us without funds on which to operate 
except for funds raised through our fundraisers.   
 
I don’t think anyone will be adversely impacted by the purposed changes and the changes should 
ensure that our organization will continue with adequate funds to operate and to continue to be of the 
service to our membership and community which we desire to serve.   Please plan to be in attendance 
at the October meeting and ready to vote.   
 
Carolyn Bostian, Editor 
Root Seekers Newsletter 


