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October Meeting Highlights 
“Root Seekers Brag About Ancestors” – An 

Annual Bragging Rights Custom 
 
“Bragging Rights” is a custom started many years ago to give 
us a chance to brag about an ancestor.  Members pay $1.00 per 
five minutes for the privilege of talking about their relative.  
Monies raised go into our fund to buy more investigative books 
for the genealogy section of the Tri County Library.   

 “Bragging Rights is a custom started many years ago 
to give us a chance to brag about an ancestor.” 

Margaret Ann Trail bragged about her father’s ancestor, 
Richard Strasburg who came from Sweden in the 1870s.   
Also spoke about Atlena, her mother’s grandmother, b. 1783 
who married a Polish General. 
 
Pricilla bragged about her great great-grandfather, Solomon 
Southerby.  Also her Mother’s grandfather from Germany, 
William Siford. 
 
Charles Sanders bragged about his father who was drafted to 
serve in WW1 and reported for duty at the train station in  
Athens to take him to Camp Bowie and was sent home because 
the war was over. He was drafted and discharged and never left 
Athens. 
 
Helen Preston bragged about family that was Choctaw on her 
grandfather’s side.  Her grandfather’s uncle went before the 
Dawes board to try and prove the connection. Helen’s great-
great grandfather was Charles Maywell. 
 
Marion Tillery bragged about attending a family reunion in 
North Carolina, Chickapin Township that she hadn’t attended 
since she was 10 yrs old.  While there, she and her uncle went 
to the courthouse and found her uncle’s and her mother’s birth 
certificates.  
 
Nina Hendricks told about her ancestor, Joseph Irby who was 
hacked to death by William Cunningham, called Bloody Bill in 
South Carolina. 
 
Betty Foster bragged about buying an afghan in her home town 
of Sayer, (Beckham Co.)OK that tells how the town was 
created.      
  

Continued on Page 2 Bragging Rights 

Continued on Page 2 

November Meeting 

Highlights 
“Old Spelling Problems We Encounter in 
Research” – A Historical Review by common 
problems by Bob Stokes 

� Misspellings:                                                                          
Bob showed slides of how some names were spelled to see 
if we could decipher what name is actually was.  Such as 
Alahzah was actually Aliza.  Names were often spelled the 
way that it sounded to a family historian who wrote it in 
the Family Bible or a Census taker. 

� Spelling Variations:                                                     
Some names were the victims of variations such as making 
the second “s” in a name to have the appearance of an “f” 
as in Jesse.  Or adding “e” at the end of words as thorn 
would be thorne. 

� Abbreviations of Names, Places, Occupations:  

� Inconsistency:                                                                 
Names and words could vary within the same document. 
Many written letters were hard to distinguish between such 
as B and P, D and T, F and R, F and V, G and K, J and Y, 
and S and Z. 

� Anglicization or Americanization of names:        
Foreign names such as Weymes became Weems, Van 
Roosevelt became Roosevelt or Roggenfelder became 
Rockefeller. 

� Unusual Terms: Terms such as “cordwainer” meant 
shoemaker, “husbandman” meant tenant farmer, “lyckert 
butts” meant something that held oil for lamps. 

� Typos-Typing mistakes, transpositions:                   
Smith became Simth 

� Disappearance or Desertion:                                                 

If men owed money they couldn’t or didn’t want to pay, they 
would disappear knowing that things would have to be sold to 
pay debts leaving his family penniless.  He would turn up 

somewhere else with a different name and start a new family.■ 
Report courtesy of (excerpts from  Editor’s notes)      
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Continued from Page 1  Bragging Rights 

Nell Walker bragged about finding a lot of new information 
on Ancestry.com about her father and his parents that she 
didn’t have.  She was able to get in contact with Helen Lopez 
who put this info out there and to exchange information with 
her that she didn’t have.   

Lynn Holt talked about Benjamin & Joanne Carter  in 
Brownsboro, TX that ran a hotel and also of ancestors in the 
Hinds family. 

Skip Gustafson bragged about his grandmother Hastings.  In 
1500s ancestor, Henrich Zimmerman, lived in Switzerland.  
He once served in the German Army.  In 1706 the family 
came to America and first settled in Germantown, PA and 
then later in Lancaster, PA.  

Thanks to everyone that shared their stories with us and for 

the money that it raises for our society.■       
  
  Report courtesy of Nina Hendricks  
 Marion Tillery helping Betty Foster hold afghan                                     

 
Helen Preston (below) holding pictures of Ancestors 

FAMILY ROOTS 
Overheard quips by genealogists: 
“My family coat of arms ties at the back….is that normal?” 
 
“How can one ancestor cause so much TROUBLE??” 
 
“I’m not stuck, I’m ancestrally challenged.” 
 
“Isn’t genealogy fun?  The answer to one problem leads to 
two more.” 

ANNOUNCING NEW SLATE OF OFFICERS 2010 
 
President                               Skip Gustafson 
1st Vice President                  Julie Gustafson 
2nd Vice President                 Brenda Price 
Secretary                               Priscilla Berry 
Treasurer                               Marion Tillery 
Parliamentarian                     Margaret Ann Trail 
Historian/Public Relations    Nina Hendricks 
Editor                                    Carolyn Bostian  
 

Installation will be at January 17, 2011 Meeting 
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 Have You Tried These 

Web Sites? 
 Do you have Brick Walls?  Do you have Dead 
Ends?  Do you need a new place to look?   

Obviously, many of us have subscriptions to 
sites such as Ancestry.com or Genealogy.com 
which both are owned by Ancestry as is the 
Rootsweb.com site.  But for those who don’t 
have that available, did you know that Root 
Seekers members can access Ancestry.com in the 
Genealogy room of Tri-County Library?  As a 
member that is one of your privileges.   These 
lists change every issue so save your previous 
lists. 

http://www.lcweb.loc.gov/   The Library of Congress                           

http://www.srcomm.com/rvan/gen/index.htm  Roots 
and Branches – Links to personal home pages 
with family information & searchable sites.              

 http://www.kjgenlinks.com   Journey to my 
Genealogy Links – Links to other genealogy 
sites. 

 http:/1930census.archives.gov/geginSearch.asp/  
National Archives 1930 ED descriptions by state 
& county.   

http://www.interment.net/  Interment.net   A site to 
search gravesites.  

http://www.usgwarchives.org/al/alfiles.htm   Alabama’s 

Gen Web now (off rootsweb servers)■                                                     

 

MURPHY’S LAW OF GENEALOGY 

� The will you need is in the safe on board the Titanic. 

� The one document that would supply the missing 

link in your dead end has been lost due to fire, flood 

or war. 

� None of the pictures in your recently deceased 

grandmother’s photo album have names written on 

them. 

� You learned that your great aunt’s executor just sold 

her life’s collection of family genealogical materials 

to a flea market dealer ‘somewhere’ in New York 

City. 

Year 2010 In Review 
 

� Speakers for 2008: 
1. Jan – Margaret Ann Trail – “Digital 

Preservation of Documents” 
2. Feb – Lana Napper – “My Lineage 

Story”, an ancestor review. 
3. Mar – Betty Foster – “Folklore and 

Superstition”, an old time medicine 
review. 

4. Apr – Bob Stokes – Root Seekers Web 
Site, a slide presentation. 

5. May – Ruth Shelton – “Nosing Around 
in Henderson County”, a review of 
early history of many small towns. 

6. Jun – Nina Hendricks – “Care in 
Cleaning Tombstones, a practical 
methods review. 

7. Jul – Margaret Ann Trail – “Using 
Newspapers for Genealogy Research”, 
a topic review. 

8. Aug – Priscilla Berry – “A Matter of 
Convenience”, a personal review of 
one ancestor. 

9. Sep – Lana Napier – “Constitution 
Week”, a historical review. 

10. Oct – Bragging Rights – Various 
members will give reports on their 
ancestors 

11. Nov –“Old Spelling Problems We 
Encounter in Research” a historical 
review 

12. Do not meet in Dec 

� We had a successful seminar featuring Aaron Holt, 
Archives Technician with the National Archives-
Southwest Region “NARA” in Fort Worth who 
shared with us how to research or Indian 
Ancestors.  Netted $367.55 

� Over 25 books were added to the Tri County 
Library Genealogy Room. 

� Root Seekers amended their Bylaws for the first 
time in their history to bring them up to date in 
light of today’s economy by raising dues to $15.00 
and doing away with any lifetime members in the 
future.  All present lifetime members’ 
commitments will be honored.   

� Good job Root Seekers! 
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W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S  

Root Seekers Genealogy Society welcomes you and hopes 

that you are enjoying the meetings and getting to know 

other genealogists like yourself.  Since our Society is made 

up of both newcomers and seasoned veterans, there is the 

opportunity for the exchange of ideas and tips to aid you in 

your research.   

As we come to the end of 2010, we have had a good year 

in terms of adding additional resources to the Tri County 

Library Genealogy Room and with adding new members to 

our group.  This year we have added 10 new members.  

How exciting!   I hope that each new member finds many 

in our group that can assist you in your search for your 

ancestors.   

I must remind all members of the resources that are 

available to you as a member of Root Seekers.  You have 

full use of the genealogy room any time that you want to 

come visit and do research.  Just sign in to be admitted and 

lock the door and sign out when you leave.  Every Tuesday 

from about 9:30 – 12:00 there will be someone from Root 

Seekers in the library genealogy room to direct and assist 

you in your research.  The computer in the genealogy room 

is reserved for members use and has access to 

Ancestry.com as well as other research sites.  Monthly trips 

to the Dallas Library are available for members to get 

together and carpool for a small fee of $7. paid to the 

driver for gas and parking.  A small price to pay to avail 

yourself of the wealth of information that is available at the 

Dallas Library. ■   Editor 

 FAMOUS QUOTES: 
“Why waste your money looking up your family tree?  Go 
into politics and your opponents will do it for you.” 
                                        Mark Twain 
 
 
“I don’t know who my grandfather was, I am much more 
concerned to know what his grandson will be.” 
                                        Abraham Lincoln 
  
“There is no king who has not had a slave among his 
ancestors, and no slave who has not had a king among 
his.”  
                                          Helen Keller             
 
“If you cannot get rid of the family skeleton, you may as 
well make it dancer.”     

                                          George Bernard Shaw                                                 

 Great Seminary Held on How to Research Your Indian 

Ancestors with Aaron Holt.  
Sat, Oct 2, 2010, Root Seekers sponsored a Native American Seminar at the 

First United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall in Mabank. Aaron discussed 

what types in a wide range of documents that are available at the National 

Archives in Ft. Worth. While they mostly cover the Five Civilized Tribes, 

the Archives also houses documents from other agencies. He discussed how 
difficult it is to JOIN a tribe but easier to just research one. 

  

You can write, call or email for more info. Phone: 817-831-562, FAX: 817-

334-5621, email: ftworth.archives@nara.gov, Mailing address: 1400 John 

Burgess Drive, Ft. Worth, Texas 76140 

Hours of operation: Mon-Fri 6:30 am – 4:00 pm Closed all Federal Holidays 

Location: 501 West Felix, Bldg One You will want to call before you come. 

Some things were in the process of being moved. 

 

Aaron Holt, Archives Technician with the National 
Archives-Southwest Region “NARA in Ft. Worth 
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 Reprinted by Permission from Bunny Freeman, owner of Henderson County XT Gen Web Project 
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This article has been excerpted in lieu of space but is reprinted here in accordance with Ancestry.com’s 

reprinting policy.   Article was taken from October 31, 2010 Weekly Discovery Magazine, Author Juliana 

Smith. 
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Myra Vanderpool Gormley is a certified genealogist and the former editor of RootsWeb Review.  She is a retired syndicated 

columnist and feature writer for the Los Angeles Times Syndicate.  In her spare time, she traces her illustrious ancestors and 

prunes the others. 

 

 

 

This article is reprinted here in accordance with Ancestry.com’s reprinting policy.  The article was taken 

from October 24 issue of Weekly Discovery Magazine, Author Myra Vanderpool Gormley. 

 

You might want to check out these web sites above! 

 

 

Don’t forget to check out the Root Seekers web site at 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txrsgs/rsgsweb/ 
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This is one of the handouts that Aaron Holt made available at the October Seminar and is reprinted here for 

those that may not have attended or did not pick up. Very good information to keep handy while researching. 
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Root Seekers Newsletter 
 

The Root Seekers Newsletter is published Quarterly at Mabank, Texas, by the 
Root Seekers Genealogical Society.  The mailing address of the society is: 
 
RSGS 
Tri-County Library 
P. O. Box 1770 
Mabank, TX 75147 
 
Our Mission Statement: 
The Society, a non profit organization, seeks to further the development of 
genealogical research; to act as a training agency for persons interested in 
genealogical research; and to acquire and make available a collection of 
genealogical and historical materials.   
 
The present membership is approximately 63.  Current Officers 2010  are: 
 
Julie Gustafson                  President 
Skip Gustafson                 1st Vice President 
Nell Walker                      2nd Vice President 
Betty Foster                      Secretary 
Marion Tillery                  Treasurer 
Margaret Ann Trail           Parliamentarian 
Nina Hendricks                 Historian/Public Relations 
Geneice Morris                 Web Master 
Carolyn Bostian                Editor 
 
Annual membership dues are $15.00 for an individual, $20.00 for a family, and 
$5.00 for full time students.   
 
Regular meetings of the Society are on the third Monday of each month, except 
December (do not meet), at 7:00 p.m. at the Tri-County Library on Main Street, 
Mabank, TX. 
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The Back Page - Editor’s Corner 
  
Hello Root Seekers Members, 
 

The months of Oct, Nov and Dec are always busy ones for all of us.  With the holidays upon us there is 
always much to do to get ready for the family visits.   This holiday season was actually a little more calm 
than in years past.  It seems that some traditions have to fall and new ones made.  We didn’t have anyone 
coming for Thanksgiving or Christmas to our house and we only had two places that we would need to go 
for Christmas.   So with that in mind, shopping was done early and sent to appropriate places or kept until 
the next visit to the recipients.   I think I could really get to love this way a lot! 
 

I have to tell you about my trip to (Sep) Georgia….My cousin, Shirley Patchen, who is the one I do a lot of 
Horton/Whorton family researching with, made our plane and rent car reservations.  Because we were going 
to stay with extended family (parents of my nephew’s wife) we planned a week’s trip.   Our hosts, Linda and 
Jim Barnwell in Unidella, GA, were gracious hosts.  What a treat it was to stay in an old antebellum home 
that they have and are continuing to do renovations on.  Their home was a couple of hours drive south from 
Atlanta.   
 

We flew into Atlanta (Mon) and the first thing we encountered was our bags didn’t make our flight (after 
being promised that they would by the attendant in Dallas) with us!  How many have had that happen?   
They assured us that they would be on the next flight so they gave us a voucher to go and have lunch and 
then we would go back after lunch to pick up our bags.  So we had lunch there in the rotunda of the airport in 
Atlanta, full of all manner of eating establishments and soldiers waiting for flights out.   Shirley is extremely 
patriotic and we had to go and tell the soldiers how much we appreciated their service to our country.  Then 
went back to where we were directed to go to get our bags.  Well, guess what, no bags.  This time they didn’t 
know where they were.   So they tell us that we would bring our bags to us as soon as they arrived so after 
leaving them our contact info, we headed for the rent car.  We picked out a cute grey Hundai, very spacious 
with lots of room for our luggage, if we ever got it.  Shirley was driving and I had the Navigator’s spot.  My 
job was easy since she brought her GPS with her.  We stop at the exit point and the attendant tells us that 
Shirley’s husband’s account doesn’t cover us.  Well, naturally this was upsetting but Shirley was determined 
to “fix” it.  She went to the supervisor (who just so happened to be in the next booth) and asked for help 
resolving the matter.  Within a few minutes he got it all cleared up for us and finally we were on our way! 
No change in price or anything!   She really is an amazing negotiating person.   
 

We arrived about dark and were a little unsure of exactly how to find their house (we were very close 
according to the GPS) so my nephew came to find us and took to the Barnwell’s house.  My nephew (Micah 
Horton) and his wife (Taylor Colson Barnwell Horton) were there visiting for a few days before going on to 
Charleston for a wedding of the wife’s close friend.  We had a great time of visiting and catching up and 
explaining our plans to research at the Georgia State Archives in Morrell, just outside of Atlanta.   We were 
explaining that our ancestors lived in Stewart County in the 1840s-1870s and maybe before that but that’s as 
far back as we had identified.  We were surprised to learn from the Barnwells that Stewart County was the 
next country west.   This was great as we now thought since the county would be so close to us, we had to 
make a day trip there.  So we planned to first go to Stewart County and see what the place was like where 
our ancestors had lived.   And by the way we received a call at midnight that same night, which the person 
with our bags was at the front door! Thank you American Airlines! 
 

Driving out the next morning (Tue) after a big breakfast provided by our resident cook and comedian, Jim 
Barnwell (to be explained later), we headed for Stewart County, Ga.  We discovered by accident that we had 



                                                                                                                                                                       Page 15 

to pass through Plains, GA, and the boyhood home of Jimmy Carter.  (On my mother’s side of the family 
(Monk) I have been told that we are kin with the Carters.)  But that’s a different family line so we won’t 
pursue that now.  We are there to research our Horton/Whorton line.   
 

As best as we have been able to determine, our Whorton family line was in Georgia during the 1840s with 
our particular ancestor, John W Whorton, leaving GA in early 1840’s to be in AR in 1846 to pay taxes there. 
We don’t know why he left his extended family to go to AR but he already had a family of his own that 
appears on the 1850 AR Census.  The 1850 Census says that our John W Whorton was born 1805, GA.  
Thus this is the reason that we wanted to research in GA.  To be born in 1805 in GA, would mean that his 
parents would have had to be in GA at that time. We have found documents where three Whortons, John W, 
James M and Jeptha all signed.   James was adopting a boy with last name of Nicholson.  Curious, but Jeptha 
married a woman named Francis Harris Nicholson.  From ages shown on 1840 Census, Stewart County, 
both Jeptha and Francis were under 21.  Could this have been the reason that James was adopting what 
appears to be a son or some other relation to Francis?  It would appear that her maiden name was Harris but 
married a Nicholson and had a child.  But so far no proof of this has been found.  Both Jeptha and Francis 
were living in the household with James by our reasoning from the 1840 Census. 
 

We are hoping to find what relationship that our John W Whorton is to James M and Jeptha.  Our premise is 
that they are brothers……John, James, Jeptha….the only Whortons living in Stewart Co. GA in 1840. 
 

We have found there are several other Whortons living in GA in various other counties.  Could anyone of 
this group be a father to these “J” named Whortons?   Interestingly enough, each of these alleged brothers 
named a son William.  Is the William living in GA their father?  What proof can we find?   
 

Upon our arrival in Stewart County, we were dismayed to find that the courthouse is under construction and 
has been for three years with no end in sight.  It was completely surrounded by caution tape and no one is 
allowed in but the construction workers.   We talked with some nice ladies in the Tax Office across the street 
and they helped us find a few things in their offices to make our trip less of a loss day.  They also directed us 
to a library that they thought might be able to help us find records.  We visited that library and found a few 
more things.  As the day was winding down we drove back to the Barnwell home and was met with a 
wonderful meal prepared by the Barnwell’s black neighbors…..an old traditional Georgia country meal of 
pork chops, mashed potatoes, fried okra, black-eyed peas, home-canned bread & butter pickles, fried 
cornbread, and chocolate cake.  Oh my goodness! We are definitely going to have to diet when we get home. 
 

The next day we drove to Morrell, GA and began our research at the Georgia State Archives.  We were 
surprised to discover that there is a Federal Archives right next door.  We spent two full days, Wed & Thur 
researching and finding about 50 documents that Shirley will transcribe for us to be able to read fully what is 
being said in these documents.  When we left on Wed morning we had told the Barnwells that we would 
stop along the trip come evening and have supper so don’t prepare anything for us.  We wanted to make sure 
that we spent as much time as possible while the Archives was open.  Budget cuts have hurt libraries 
everywhere and we were told that in 2011 they would not be opened everyday as they were while we were 
there.  
 

On the drive back to our host’s house we stopped and had a nice supper and then hit the road again and after 
some driving in the dark, we received a call on Shirley’s cell (I was driving at this time) which she answered 
and a male voice said that he was the Georgia State Highway Patrol and that they had been alerted to look 
out for a couple of ladies from Texas driving through Georgia, that might be lost and mistakenly on the way 
to Alabama or Florida!  He wanted to know if we were the ladies he was looking for.  This was all seemingly 
a serious conversation.   She told him we were the ladies from TX but we weren’t lost and we not headed for 
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Alabama or Florida just to Unidella, GA.  Then she started laughing and trying to tell me what was going on.  
Here’s the explanation of Jim Barnwell as comedian……it was Jim.  He had called because he was worried 
about us since it was dark and he was afraid that we couldn’t find them in the dark.  We told him that we had 
it covered and knew how to find them ok and would be there in probably 30 min or so.  So we had a good 
laugh over that trick he pulled on us and then when we drove in the driveway here Jim comes out of the 
house and trying to spook us!  We laughed so hard at his antics.   
 

The next day before we left for Morrell again, we told the Barnwells that we would get a room close to 
Atlanta as we would need to be at the airport Fri afternoon and we could save the 2 hr drive south and back 
again.  They were preparing to go to Charleston, GA to the same wedding that my nephew and wife were 
going to on Sat and they would be driving out on Fri morning themselves.  They assured us that they would 
love to have us stay Thur night but understood why we would want to stay closer.  We thanked them for 
their wonderful hospitality and the fun we had with them.   
 

After our second day of researching at the Archives we were exhausted and ready to kick back and relax.  
We found us a hotel room and ordered pizza to be delivered.  We were able to get some rest for the trip 
home.   The next morning we wanted to see some sites around Atlanta so we went to Stone Mountain and 
took a tour bus around Jonesboro, GA which is the historic city that was the “real” setting for Gone With 
The Wind.   The Movie was all filmed in Hollywood and never in GA but the author based her settings on 
places and stories that her grandparents told her as a child.  Her grandparent’s house was the real “Tara”.   
Remember in the movie when Scarlett makes a dress out of the green curtains….that’s a true story only it 
happened to someone Margaret’s grandmother knew in Jonesboro and was one of the stories that the 
grandmother told Margaret about happenings in and around the Civil War. 
 

All in all our trip was great, we enjoyed the company of family and extended family, had some interesting 
experiences and were able to add in a little sight-seeing as well!  As for the results of our research that is still 
ongoing. 
Carolyn Bostian, Editor 
 

       

 
 

  
 

Stewart Co, GA Courthouse Barnwell’s Home in Unidella, GA 
Jimmy Carter’s Boyhood Home 

Location at Plains, GA 

Stone Mountain…Robert E Lee 

Gone With the Wind’s author 
Margaret Mitchell’s grandparent’s 
house in Jonesboro, GA  

Battle was defending the last rail lines 

into Atlanta.  

 


