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January Meeting Highlights 
“Scottish/German Roots Come to Pennsylvania” 
by Skip Gustafson 

The January 17, 2011 Root Seekers’ speaker was Skip 

Gustafson who told the group about his German 

ancestor, Heitz Herr, that arrived in America in 1710 

and lived at Lancaster, PA.  

His house was the oldest house in PA built in 1719. Skip 

is related to the Herr through Heitz oldest son, Abraham. 

The Herrs made their exodus from Europe because of 

religious persecution.  They had originally migrated 

from Switzerland to Germany.  Heitz had once served in 

the German Army.  But because of religious persecution 

they were threatened with prison if they stayed or 

leaving the country.  People headed to America in large 

numbers. 

Some people were given grants from Queen Anne of 

England to pay for their passages to America.  3000 

Catholics and 9000 others came out of London headed 

to Newburn, North Carolina.  Many were sent to 

Philadelphia, PA.  The Herrs were among this group. 

The New England states kept good records of those 

arriving in America during this time and most can be 

found in Washington.. ■ 

 

 

 

The Root Seekers Genealogy Society met 
January 17, 2011 at the Tri-county Library. The 
evening began with the swearing in of the 
newly elected officers by Parliamentarian 
Margaret Ann Trail.  They are Skip Gustafson, 
President, Julie Gustafson-1st VP, Brenda 
Price, 2nd VP, Nina Hendricks-Historian/Public 
Relations, Marion Tillery-Treasurer, Priscilla 
Berry-Recording/Corresponding Secretary, and 
Carolyn Bostian-Editor. Congratulations to our 
new officers and we all look forward to a great 
2011!  ■   

Famous Quotes: 
 
“The greatest gift is a portion of thyself.”  
 
                   Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 
“Generosity during life is a very different thing from 
generosity in the hour of death; one proceeds from 
genuine liberality and benevolence, the other from 
pride or fear.” 
                     

                   Horace Mann   

                    
“Why do grandparents and grandchildren get along so 
well?  They have the same enemy—the mother.”   
 

                   Claudette Colbert 
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February Meeting Highlights 
“Review of Roots Tech Conference” – by Julie 
Gustafson 

 
Julie spoke of her trip to Salt Lake City where she attended “A 
New History Technology Conference.”  Over 3000 
genealogists attended the Root Tech Conference in the huge 
Zone Expo Hall. 
 
Participants attended various presentations and informative 
workshops and a special stage was available to show product 
demonstrations.   Attendees also accessed the Family History 
Library through computer workstations. 
 
Julie heard a new term “Cloud Computing” which is a relative 
new concept in the genealogy world.  Microsoft and Hewlett 
Packard were on hand to show off their latest gadgets.  Also 
there was a Book Mobile, a van with a satellite dish on the 
roof, a high speed printer and paperback book binding machine 
inside that was available for printing and binding books on 
demand.  This procedure is making it possible for low cost 
production of books for those that have never had them like 
children in Uganda. 
 
Other Root Seekers members attending were Skip Gustafson, 

Brenda Price and Nell Walker pictured below. ■ 

Review courtesy of Nina Hendricks 

  

On the Lighter Side.... 

 

• Genealogists live in the “past” lane. 

• Genealogists are time unravelers. 

• Whoever said “seek and ye shall find” 

was NOT a genealogist. 

• Old genealogists never die, they just lose 

their census. 

• Genealogy: Chasing your own tale. 

• Any family tree produces some lemons, 

some nuts and a few bad apples. 

• Genealogy: Tracing yourself back to 

better people. 

• I’m always late…My ancestors must have 

arrived on the Juneflower! 

• Only a Genealogist regards a step 

backwards as progress. 
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March Meeting Highlights 
“Root Seekers to become a success in the 21st 
Century” – by Bob Stokes  
 
At the March meeting of Root Seekers Genealogy 
Society, Bob Stokes discussed various things that 
can help the Society be a success in the 21st 
century.  
 
Since the goal of the society is to further the 
development of genealogical research and to act as 
a training agency for people interested in 
genealogical research.  It does this by acquiring a 
collection of genealogical and historical material 
and to make the information available to others 
doing genealogical research.   
 
This means that the society depends on volunteers 
to enumerate cemeteries, to work on Tuesday 
mornings helping others with their research, 
maybe a group could go clean an overgrown 
cemetery; help keep our computer and microfilm 
reader running efficiently.   There is always lots of 
work to do.  Even helping to check in and catalog 
the books donated by members or others or 
purchased by the society. 
 
Bob suggests that you pick something that you like 
to do and volunteer or volunteer to learn 
something new to you to do.  ■        

 Review courtesy of Nina Hendricks 

                                 

 

FAMILY ROOTS 

 

Can a first cousin, once removed, return? 

 

I trace my family history so I will know who to 

blame. 

 

Ever have an ancestor hanging from the family 

tree? 

 

I think my ancestors had several bad hair days. 
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FWI: 
  The 1940 Census will be available on Monday, April 2, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S  

Welcome new members.  We are happy to have you as a 

part of our Genealogy Society.  It is our belief that we can 

learn from each other and there is a wealth of wisdom in 

our collective minds.   

Since our society is made up of “newbies” as well as 

seasoned veterans, there can be much advantage for new 

members to confer with those veterans about difficulties 

that you are having in doing your research as the veterans 

may be able to offer some helpful suggestions for breaking 

through brick walls. 

There are also many advantages of being a member of 

Root Seekers Genealogy Society.  You have the use of the 

Genealogy Room at the Tri County Library and on each 

Tuesday of the month, there will be another member or 

two there to help you with your research.  They will show 

you how to use the computer to access a world of 

information to which you may not otherwise have access.  

They can show you how to use the copier that is located 

within the Genealogy room for convenience while still at 

the regular library rate per copy of 15 cents.  They can 

show you how to access the data on the many cds and 

microfilm that we have.  If you have not yet checked out 

the Genealogy room at the Tri County Library, I urge you 

to do so and take advantage of the many books that have 

been recently added to the shelves.  Plan to go on a 

Tuesday and receive help from one of our veterans and get 

full use of all the Genealogy room has to offer to further 

your research. 

We are glad to have you as a new member.    

                                                                         Editor 

Have You Tried These Web 

Sites? 
 Do you have Brick Walls?  Do you have Dead Ends?  Do you need a 

new place to look?   

Obviously, many of us have subscriptions to sites such as 

Ancestry.com or Genealogy.com which both are owned by 

Ancestry as is the Rootsweb.com site.  But for those who 

don’t have that available, did you know that Root Seekers 

members can access Ancestry.com in the Genealogy room 

of Tri-County Library?  As a member that is one of your 

privileges. 

http://census-online.com/links/  Census Online-Links to US 

and 5 Countries Census  Has great maps of the states with 

all the counties but won’t have all census but a lot                            

http://www.censusfinder.com    Census Finder search by 

state, county                                    

http://www.familysearch.org     Family Search (Mormon)        

http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/index   Perpetual 

Calendar Any Year  - Very useful in determining dates of 

death, marriage, etc. when obit or newspaper clipping 

doesn’t give specific date.   

http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch/Default.asp?  

Land Patent Search, search by state and last name, first 

name.  Does not cover the thirteen colonies but does have 

links to some.  Online certified copies cost $2.00 suitable 

for framing.  Site explains land patents, gives legal land 

descriptions, has original document images and explains 

rectangular survey system.  

http://www.dallasnews.com/archive/obituary  Dallas 

Morning News - obit section.  Pd. Obits for last 30 days 

are free.  2 Files available online:  1885-1977 and 1984 – 

present.  Look for more every Newsletter!    ■ 
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2011 FUND RAISERS AND SEMINAR ANNOUNCED 
 Rummage Sale in Eustace in April, a Raffle for an Antique Radio in June and a 

Seminar in October or November. 
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Overheard Comments from Genealogists: 
       “A pack rat is hard to live with, but makes a fine ancestor.” 
 “A new cousin a day keeps the boredom away.” 
 “After 30 days, unclaimed ancestors will be adopted.” 
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The Root Seekers Genealogy Society 
 
 
The Root Seekers Newsletter is published Quarterly at Mabank, Texas, by the 
Root Seekers Genealogical Society.  The mailing address of the society is: 

 

 
RSGS 
Tri-County Library 
P. O. Box 1770 
Mabank, TX 75147 
 
Our Mission Statement: 
The Society, a non profit organization, seeks to further the development of 
genealogical research; to act as a training agency for persons interested in 
genealogical research; and to acquire and make available a collection of 
genealogical and historical materials.   
 
The present membership is approximately 67.  Current Officers are: 
 
Skip Gustafson                 President 
Julie Gustafson                 1st Vice President 
Brenda Price                     2nd Vice President 
Priscilla Berry                   Recording Secretary 
Marion Tillery                  Treasurer 
Margaret Ann Trail           Parliamentarian 
Nina Hendricks                 Historian/Public Relations 
Carolyn Bostian                Editor 
 
Annual membership dues are $15.00 for an individual, $20.00 for a family, and 
$5.00 for full time students.   
 
Regular meetings of the Society are on the third Monday of each month, except 
December (do not meet), at 7:00 p.m. at the Tri-County Library on Main Street, 
Mabank, TX. 
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The Back Page 

Editor’s Corner 
  

Hello members, 
 
I have purposely made this newsletter shorter for what I hope will be an easier time of sending this via email.  
It seems if I have lots of pages, it just doesn’t want to send it.  This could be caused by several things.  
Maybe too many pictures which take lots of memory could be one cause.  So we will see if this shorter 
version helps that any.  
 
I have included in this newsletter an article that Bob Stokes sent me about Naming Patterns.  I know that we 
have all heard of this before and I have found in my own research that it seems to work well.  We all run into 
gaps in information when we are trying to link one generation to the one before it.  If you have no idea of 
what the older generation names are and you find nothing that tells you what the younger ancestor’s parents 
names, you just might try searching for that older generation by using the naming pattern and see what you 
find.   
 
I have encountered this very problem in trying to find the parents for my John W. Whorton ancestor in 
Georgia.  No one in the family has any clue as to what the father’s name would be.  So I searched in the 
location in Georgia where I believed them to be and used the name of William Whorton.  The three brothers 
that I believe I have found are all in Stewart Co., GA in the 1840s.  They are named John W, James M, and 
Jeptha Whorton.  All three of these men named a son William Whorton.  Could it be that their father is 
William Whorton?  These three men were the only ones in Stewart Co., GA in 1840 but I did find a William 
Whorton in another county in GA.  The research is still going on to try and find positive proof that this 
William could possibly be the father of these three Whorton men.   
 
So maybe this will be a help to you as well.  Happy Hunting! 
 
Carolyn Bostian, Editor 

My yellow tabby cat is named Morris.  His sister, Missy, a grey tabby, were 
both born April 21,  2007, to the mother cat, Samantha and she is a calico.   


