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April Meeting Highlights 
“Photography” by Kerry Yancey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On April 18, 2011 the Root Seekers Genealogical 

Society was privileged to have as their speaker Kerry 

Yancey. He spoke of his passion, photography and 

cameras.  Most Root Seekers use cameras to take 

pictures of tombstones and cemetery entrances, but 

Kerry showed us how to use our cameras for other 

things.   

Kerry stressed to read the manual on any camera to 

learn its functions and proper usage.  He spoke of 

delayed shutter speed or shutter lag and to bump up 

ISO for action shots.  He talked about depth of field 

and texture.  Many cameras have face recognition and 

auto focus where all you have to do is point and 

shoot.   

It was obvious that Kerry knew his craft with more 

than 30 years experience as an award winning 

photojournalist.   

Kerry is a graduate of Canton High School and Tyler 

Junior College.  He was the co-editor of the year 

book and was a student senator.  He then continued 

his education at East Texas State. ■ 

 May Meeting Highlights  
“Creating and Preserving Family History” by  
Ruth Shelton 

 

  

   

 

 

Ruth uses the program Family Tree Maker to store her 

family data.  She urges those who do to back up these 

files in case of PC crashes.  She says that she creates a 

notebook for each family in order to preserve all of her 

physical data such as pictures, birth, and marriage and 

death records.  She uses archival save sleeves for all her 
records such as military records, obits, and even ration 

stamps from WWII, as well as coins and paper money. 

 

Ruth shared some of her favorite places to do research. 

The library at Trinity Valley Community College has 50 

yrs. of the Athens Review, a local newspaper.  They are 

bound in books and indexed by family names.  Other 

libraries such as Tri-County Library in Mabank, the 

Corsicana Library and the Dallas Library are also favorite 
stops.   

 

Online, Ruth makes use of websites such as 

familysearch.org, nara.gov and findagrave.com.  You 

would be surprised at what records can be found through 

these sites.  

 

Ruth was born in Eustace, TX and has one son, 2 

grandsons and 3 great grandchildren who all live in Ft. 

Worth.  Last year she moved to the Benbrook area to be 
closer to her family but still belongs to the Sarah Maples 

NSDAR, Root Seekers and the Yellow Rose Chapter of 

UDC and attends as often as possible.  She loves 

researching and loves to help anyone needing help. ■ 
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And the Winner is:  Laura Delay 
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June Meeting Highlights 
Business Meeting 

 

The June 20, 2011 meeting of the Root Seekers Genealogy 

Society had an open business meeting to bring everyone up to 

speed on various issues facing the Society. 

 

A big issue was meeting our expenses and what fund raisers we 

needed to get it done.  We discussed the budget and what 
commitments that we have and expenses we have. 

 

For 2011 it was determined that we would have an October 

Seminar at the Methodist Church and ask Lloyd Boxstruck to 

speak.  Various topics were discussed including the War of 

1812 and the Revolutionary War.   

  

It was decided that letters would be sent to the various libraries 

in the area about the seminar.   

 
Also discussed was in 2012 we would try to plan a training 

workshop to help a lot of new people and members needing 

help to really get started and what to do.  This would perhaps 

be in the spring of the year.   

 

Also in 2012 we would have another Fall Seminar and would 

ask Aaron Holt, an Archives Technician from the National 

Archives-Southwest Region “NARR” in Ft. Worth.  The one 

last year was a big success and we all would like to have him 

speak again. 
 

We discussed how successful the raffle on the antique radio, 

donated by Grace and Frank Donovan, was and the funds from 

it would go a long way in helping us meet our expenses of 

preserving and maintaining our books and other record media 

in the genealogy room.  The use of some form of security was 

discussed. 

 

At the end of the business meeting the drawing was held to 
determine the winner of the antique radio.  That winner was 

Laura Delay, a fellow church member at First Baptist Church 

Gun Barrel with Grace and Frank.  Grace and Frank would 

deliver the radio to her. ■ 

 

Hot on the Trail!!! 

 
 

Pictured left to right:  Marion Tillery, Grace and 

Frank Donovan.   Grace and Frank Donovan donated 

the Antique Radio to use as a Fund Raiser.  We sold 

tickets for a couple of months and earned over $700. 
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        It never too soon to start the planning process! 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              
              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              
              

              

              

   

What’s New in the Genealogy 

Library? 
 

Books cataloged 2/15/2011 

 

Microfilms:   The Monitor  1/3/2010-12/1/2010 

                      The Monitor  10/1/2009-12/1/2009 

                      The Monitor   7/2/2009-9/27-2009 

 

“My Father Was A Soldier” – The Real Daughters 

of the American Revolution 

“Haskell – Haskell County, TX and Its Pioneers” 

“Cemeteries of Pitt County, NC – Gravestone 

Inscriptions” 

“New Berry County South Carolina 1850 Census 

With Genealogical Data on Many Families” 

“The Official Military Atlas of the Civil War” 

 

Books cataloged 4/12/2011 

 

“Ward Family: Richard Ward, Capt. Seth Ward, 

Joseph Ward” 

“Tri-Co. Obituaries DA-DY” 

“Tri-Co. Obituaries 2002-2007” 

“Tri-Co. Obituaries 2008” 

 

Books cataloged 5/17/2011 

 

“Kaufman County, Texas, and the Civil War”, 

Compiled by Justin M. Sanders; edited by R.C. 

(Bob) Stokes 

“Tri-Co Obituaries 2010” compiled by Nina 

Hendricks 

“Tri-Co Obituaries A-Y 1894-1993” from Marie 

Reasonover Collection 

“Michael Weidler: His Antecedents and 

Descendants” donated by Roald Gustafson in 

honor of Kerry Yancy. 

 

 

FAMILY ROOTS 

 

A step backwards is progress to a genealogist. 

 

Theory of relativity:  If you go back far enough, 

we’re all related. 

 

Friends come and go, but relatives tend to 

accumulate. 

 

Genealogy: Tracing yourself back to better people. 

 

Heredity:  Everyone believes in it until their 

children act like fools! 

Famous Quotes: 
“By the time a man is wise enough to watch his step, 

he’s too old to go anywhere.”        Billy Crystal 

 

“Don’t worry about avoiding temptation.  As you 

grow older, it will avoid you.”   Winston Churchill 
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W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S  

Welcome new members.  We are happy to have you as a 

part of our Genealogy Society.  It is our belief that we can 

learn from each other and there is a wealth of wisdom in 

our collective minds.   

Since our society is made up of “newbies” as well as 

seasoned veterans, there can be much advantage for new 

members to confer with those veterans about difficulties 

that you are having in doing your research as the veterans 

may be able to offer some helpful suggestions for breaking 

through brick walls. 

There are also many advantages of being a member of 

Root Seekers Genealogy Society.  You have the use of the 

Genealogy Room at the Tri County Library and on each 

Tuesday of the month, there will be another member or 

two there to help you with your research.  They will show 

you how to use the computer to access a world of 

information to which you may not otherwise have access.  

They can show you how to use the copier that is located 

within the Genealogy room for convenience while still at 

the regular library rate per copy of 15 cents.  They can 

show you how to access the data on the many cds and 

microfilm that we have.  If you have not yet checked out 

the Genealogy room at the Tri County Library, I urge you 

to do so and take advantage of the many books that have 

been recently added to the shelves.  Plan to go on a 

Tuesday and receive help from one of our veterans and get 

full use of all the Genealogy room has to offer to further 

your research. 

We are glad to have you as a new member.    

                                                                         Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

■ 

Have You Tried These Web 

Sites? 
 Do you have Brick Walls?  Do you have Dead Ends?  Do you need a 

new place to look?   

Obviously, many of us have subscriptions to sites such as 

Ancestry.com or Genealogy.com which both are owned by 

Ancestry as is the Rootsweb.com site.  But for those who 

don’t have that available, did you know that Root Seekers 

members can access Ancestry.com in the Genealogy room 

of Tri-County Library?  As a member that is one of your 

privileges. 

http://census-online.com/links/  Census Online-Links to US 

and 5 Countries Census  Has great maps of the states with 

all the counties but won’t have all census but a lot                            

http://www.censusfinder.com    Census Finder search by 

state, county                                    

http://www.familysearch.org     Family Search (Mormon)        

http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/index   Perpetual 

Calendar Any Year  - Very useful in determining dates of 

death, marriage, etc. when obit or newspaper clipping 

doesn’t give specific date.   

http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch/Default.asp?  

Land Patent Search, search by state and last name, first 

name.  Does not cover the thirteen colonies but does have 

links to some.  Online certified copies cost $2.00 suitable 

for framing.  Site explains land patents, gives legal land 

descriptions, has original document images and explains 

rectangular survey system.  

http://www.dallasnews.com/archive/obituary  Dallas 

Morning News - obit section.  Pd. Obits for last 30 days 

are free.  2 Files available online:  1885-1977 and 1984 – 

present.  Look for more every Newsletter!    ■ 

  

Welcome New Members 
 

The Root Seekers Genealogy Society would like to welcome all our new  

Members who have joined us in 2011:   

Marie Hogue, Lynn Holt, Shirley Jones, Cindy Kemp, Delores (Dee) Koziol, 

Gaylon Patterson, Judy Shaver, Donald and Judy Smith, Donna Tarlton, and 

Nina Tarver. 
We are so glad to have you all as new members.  Please let us help you with your  

research or in any way we can. Come to the library on Tuesdays 9:30-12:00. 

 

http://census-online.com/links/
http://www.censusfinder.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/index
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch/Default.asp
http://www.dallasnews.com/archive/obituary
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 A PRAYER FOR GENEALOGISTS 

 

Lord, help me dig into the past 

And shift the sands of time 

That I might find the roots that made 

This family tree of mine. 

 
Lord, help me trace the ancient roads 

On which my fathers trod 

And led them through so many lands 

To find our present sod. 

 

Lord, help me find an ancient book 

Or dusty manuscript 

That’s safely hidden now away 

In some forgotten crypt. 

 
Lord, let it bridge the gap that haunts 

My soul when I can’t find 

The missing link between some name 

That ends the same as mine. 

 

Curtis Woods, Tennessee Author 
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I found these items in some very old copies of the Root Seekers Newsletter back in 1990s. 
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The Root Seekers Newsletter is published Quarterly at Mabank, Texas, by the 

Root Seekers Genealogical Society.  The mailing address of the society is: 
 

 

RSGS 

Tri-County Library 

P. O. Box 1770 

Mabank, TX 75147 

 

Our Mission Statement: 

The Society, a non profit organization, seeks to further the development of 

genealogical research; to act as a training agency for persons interested in 

genealogical research; and to acquire and make available a collection of 

genealogical and historical materials.   

 

The present membership is approximately 71.  Current Officers are: 

 

Skip Gustafson                 President 

Julie Gustafson                 1
st
 Vice President 

Brenda Price                     2
nd

 Vice President 

Priscilla Berry                   Recording Secretary 

Marion Tillery                  Treasurer 

Margaret Ann Trail           Parliamentarian 

Nina Hendricks                 Historian/Public Relations 

Carolyn Bostian                Editor 

 

Annual membership dues are $15.00 for an individual, $20.00 for a family, and 

$5.00 for full time students.   

 

Regular meetings of the Society are on the third Monday of each month, except 

December (do not meet), at 7:00 p.m. at the Tri-County Library on Main Street, 

Mabank, TX. 
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The Back Page 

Editor’s Corner 
  
Hello members, 

 

As another Root Seekers Newsletter draws to a close, I am always reminded of how many family lines that I would 

like to be working on as I write this.  But first things first...  I am always on the watch for articles that I think that you 

can benefit from to put in the Newsletter.  I not only want them to be interesting but informative as well.  I am hoping 

that you will try some of the things that the articles suggest as ways to find your relatives and certain information 

about them.  When you hit those brick walls, I hope you will pull out your Newsletter and see if there are some new 

techniques that you might try to see if you can break through those walls! 

 

We in Texas have been suffering through all this hot weather there has been little choice but to stay inside with 

something cold to drink and the “I am so blessed” air conditioning and ceiling fans keeping me cool.  But given that, it 

seems a good time to do some tidying up.  My office seems to stay in a mess with so many activities going on in here 

so I embarked upon a project to sort and file all the mounds of paper stacked everywhere.  In spite of my claim that I 

know what’s in each pile when my husband walks by and rolls his eyes, I think I have thoroughly forgotten what’s in 

the piles.  So first thing I find some empty bins and put some index card labels on them and start sorting.  Most of it 

was genealogy stuff so the surnames seemed a good place to sort.  I quickly ran out of bins and had to use various 

boxes and lids to continue to sort.  Of course I found all sort of things mixed in with the genealogy stuff and wonder 

how that manage to get there.  Do you think it was when I have to work on something and in order to do so, I had to 

move one or two stacks off my desk first.  I love using those plastic sheet covers to protect my precious genealogy 

stuff but it does make it hard for these stacks to stay stacked.  They are slick and I turn my back for a minute and a 

stack slowing slips away to the floor.  I can’t proceed unless I pick it up so what to do with it…let’s see, I think I have 

a laundry basket I can use….at least it won’t be all over the floor! 

 

Actually, I made some progress fairly quickly and I was so pleased…I can see about half of the floor now and that a 

big improvement.  I have cleaned out three file cabinet drawers and made file folders for the loose genealogy stuff.   

As I start filling the folders it quickly comes to my attention that all this is not going to fit in those hanging file folders.  

Hum….Like Ruth Shelton, I have notebooks for each Surname and they are full and this loose pages will have to go in 

the hanging folders for now.  Once I have made the initial sort then I can go through my books, one book at a time, 

eliminating duplicates and inserting the new pages if needed. 

 

So keep going with the initial sort…..Well, I find all my Root Seekers file folders which is where I keep all my copies 

of articles that I pull off Ancestry, files for things you all and Bob send me and the things I use for each Newsletter 

sorted so I will know what I have used and put into the previous Newsletters so I don’t duplicate things.   I put all 

these folders into a portable file box, at least that way they are separated from everything else.   I have my files in there 

too where I have to update with all the new members email addresses and update my copy of a list of Root Seekers 

and make changes to the “Group” email list .I have that done now and I am just about ready to send this 2nd Quarter 

Newsletter out.  Just a little tweaking and it will be ready to go.  The next Newsletter will have the Memorials in it for  

Kerry Yancy and Jim Robertson in it so you will want to watch for those. 

 

Carolyn Bostian, Editor 

Root Seekers Newsletter 

 

 


