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July Meeting Highlights 
“Displaying Your Genealogical Work” – A Topic 

Review by Margaret Ann Trail 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                 
Margaret Ann took over the subject “Displaying Genealogical Work”  
that was supposed to be done by Mat and Faith Galbreath but 
unfortunately, health problems came up and Faith passed away before 
the program could be given.  But Margaret Ann is a trouper and the 
old saying “The show must go on” came into play and she did a great 
job.   
 

Margaret Ann said that the first two things you need to think about is 
who is your audience.  This could be just your own family or it could 
be genealogy groups and you need to relate your display to your 
audience.  The second thing is what is the purpose.  What do you want 
your audience to know or take away from having viewed your display. 
 
There are three main categories of information that you will want to 
include: Family Tree, Family History and Family Genealogy.  If using 
Family Treemaker, there are different reports that you can get out of 

the software such as Family Group Sheets, Genealogy Reports, and 
the Family Tree print out.  You can choose different tree styles too.  
Some like a fan or block or the standard pedigree style. 
 
You can use some unique ways to display you Family Tree such as a 
Family Tree Quilt, a Photo Tree Sculpture, a Copper Wire Cable to 
hang pictures on or a Family Tree Photo Display. With your Family 
History you might accumulate pictures, journals, letters, passports, 

wills,, marriage licenses, and newspapers.  You might put together a 
Family History Book with an index, a number of pages and a list of  
Names.  You can produce a big family chart through Ancestry or you 
can create a Family Web Site.   

Continued on Page 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Margaret Ann is a member of Root Seekers and she is regent of the 
Sarah Maples Chapter of NSDAR and a member of many other 

organizations.  She and her husband live in the Kemp area. ■ 
Report courtesy of Nina Hendricks 
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August Meeting Highlights 
“Bragging Rights” – Review of One Relative by 
Different Members.   
 
August 29, 2011 Root Seekers members got their chance to 

“brag” on a relative for a small charge of $2.00 for three  

minutes.  This is a fun activity that is usually done in October 

each year but since our original speaker who was unable to 

come on the 29 after our having changed from Aug 15 because 

of the cancellation of the original meeting on behalf of the 

passing of Jim Robertson with his funeral held that day. 

 

Charles talked about his daughter‟s wedding and he had the 

reception at Sue‟s Roost and how great it was with not hassle 

and no cleanup and it didn‟t cost a fortune, either.  
 

Mary Beth Haley talked about her Dad‟s cousins who were 

twins in Logan Co. Genealogy Society in Gutherie, OK.  

Another cousin is 95 and living alone.  Her Dad‟s mother‟s 

side of family she had about 40 pictures and one of his car, a 

1923 Ford Touring Car and the bill of sale for $427. 

 

Nell Walker talked about her Deats ancestor who was a retired 

Naval Officer, he was her uncle, her father‟s brother.  They 

met up in Bonham in Fanning Co. where they talked about 

trying to identify people, the 11 children born in TX and she‟s 
telling him stories for his book.   

 

Nina Hendricks told about Lavice Courson, b. May 14, 1840 

who filed for a person up in Indian Territory, OK. 

Robert Johnson talked about Heritage Family Tree Maker.  He 

uses to put notes and info in. In his Display Notebook, he puts 

his group sheets.  He made his own family crest.  He has had 

trouble doing any research on his wife‟s family who is from the 

Phillipines. 

 

Margaret Ann Trail spoke on her mother‟s family, lived in the 
Mendoza, TX and the land is still farmed.  Great Grandmother, 

Adalena came to TX from Sweden in 1870 landing in 

Galveston  She had nine children and she raised all of them up 

right as a very strict lady.  Part of farm donated to Texas A & 

M. 
 

A great time was had by all and we raised a little money for the 

book fund. 

Editor 
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September Meeting Highlights 
“Mennonite History – A Historical Review by  
Ernest Eshbach and Deacon Daniel Stover 
 

 
 

 
 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

FAMILY ROOTS 
 

 A Family Tree can wither if nobody tends 

it‟s roots. 

 It‟s 2011, do you know where your Great, 

great grandparents are? 

 Gene-Allergy: It‟s a contagious disease, 

but I love it! 

 Share your knowledge; it is a way to 

achieve immortality. 

 

 

 

Pictured: Robert Johnson 

Robert showing off his notebook and how he keeps his family 

history together. 

Pictured left to right: Ernest Eshbach, Deacon 

Daniel Stover and RSGS President, Skip 

Gustafson 
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State sponsored Catholic Church.  Many in Germany, 

Switzerland and Holland fled to America for religious 

freedom.  

 

 The Swiss Brethren and the Dutch Mennonites heard 

reports of each other and they eventually arranged a 

meeting to compare their understanding of the scriptures.  

Although the two groups had similar beliefs and shared 

mutual respect for each other, they did not merge as one.  

Where the Amish reject modern conviences such as 

electricity, cars or tractors, the Mennonites do not.  Such 

modern inventions can be used as long as their use or 

content can be controlled.  They do reject radio and TV 

because they can not control the content of either.   

The women often work as teachers until they marry at 

which time they become full time wives and mothers.  

They teach in their own schools and instruction continues 

up to the eighth grade.     They have a very close knit 

community and families look out for each other. 

They also invited everyone to come and visit their church 

and visit the bakery in Kemp.   

Thanks to all those who came to enlightened our 

understanding of our Mennonite neighbors and their faith, 

history and customs. 

On the Lighter Side:    

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

The Root Seekers met on September 19, 2011 for their 

regularly monthly meeting.  In Pastor Harry Erb‟s absence, 
we were delighted to have Deacon Daniel Stover and Ernest 

Eshbach to present a program on the History of the 

Mennonite Faith.  They also brought some guests with 

them, the wife and children of Ernest Eshbach and a few 

other men.  All our guests are members of the Grays Prairie 

Mennonite Church.   

Eshback explained what a Mennonite is. It all started with 

the Reformation on Oct 31, 1517, when Martin Luther 

nailed his 95 page thesis to the church door in Wittenberg, 

Germany.  Eshbach stated a Mennonite is a Bible Literalist.  

Conservative Mennonites are the lineal and spiritual 

descendants of a group of Anabaptists.  Anabaptists are 

Protestant Christians of the radical reformation of 16th 

century Europe and their direct descendants, particularly the 

Amish, Brethren, Hutterites and Mennonites.   

Anabaptists rejected conventional Christian practices such 

as wearing wedding rings, taking oaths, and participating in 

civil government.  They adhered to a literal interpretation of 

the Sermon on the Mount and believer‟s baptism.   

 

Following the reformation as churches began to form and 

religious beliefs evolved away from the state church, Ulrich 

Zwingli, head pastor of the church in the city of Zurich, 

Switzerland, openly attacked the Catholic church and led a 

similar reformation backed by the city council of Zurich. 

Zwingli „s church was known as the Reformed Church.    

 

There was persecution against those that rebelled against the  

Did You Know??? 
 

The Root Seekers Web Site is up and running again due to 

some hard work by Geneice Morris and Bob Stokes.  If you 

haven‟t been out there you need to check it out. NOTE: 

This is a new way to get there but both “addresses” will 

work: 

http://www.rootseekers.org 

Remember you can look at everything listed on the first 

page by clicking on a selection but for access to the last 

item “Members Only” you have to sign in with your 

particular user name and password.  If you are a member 

and don‟t know your user name and password, contact Bob 

Stokes @ rcstokes2001@yahoo.com. 

 
 

http://www.rootseekers.org/
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W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S  

Root Seekers Genealogy Society welcomes you and hopes 

that you are enjoying the meetings and getting to know 

other genealogists like yourself.  Since our Society is made 

up of both newcomers and seasoned veterans, there is the 

opportunity for the exchange of ideas and tips to aid you in 

your research.   

I want to remind all our new members as well as everyone 

that as a member you are entitled to use the resources of 

the genealogy room of the Tri County Library including 

the subscription to Ancestry.com on the room’s computer.  

If you don’t have access to this resource at home be sure 

and make a trip to the Tri County Library and use the 

computer inside the genealogy room.  Please come on a 

Tuesday for your first visit and let one of our members 

show you how to access this resource as well as all of the 

other resources that the genealogy room includes.   

We add new books all the time and if you don’t find any on 

a particular state or county be sure and let us know so that 

we may purchase additional resources for you. 

We also have records on micro film and cds. Once you 

have learned what resources are available and have been 

shown how to use the various pieces of equipment then 

you will be ready to make the most of your Tri County 

Library Genealogy Research experience. 

Editor 

Welcome New Members: 

Charlene Amundson. Charles Beale, and Harry Hogue, 

Dianne Butler, Lynda Lagon, Bill Gordon, Gloria 

Sammon, Claudia Cunningham, Ronnie Holloman, Betty 

Anderson, Lynn Holt, and Vona Brown. 

Have You Tried These Web 

Sites? 
 Do you have Brick Walls?  Do you have Dead 
Ends?  Do you need a new place to look?   

Obviously, many of us have subscriptions to 

sites such as Ancestry.com or Genealogy.com 

which both are owned by Ancestry as is the 

Rootsweb.com site.  But for those who don‟t 

have that available, did you know that Root 

Seekers members can access Ancestry.com in the 

Genealogy room of Tri-County Library?  As a 

member that is one of your privileges.   These 

lists change every issue so save your previous 

lists. 

http://wwwdistantcousin.com  Search by surname                            

http://www.genforum.com  Search by surname                                                    

http://www.cyndislist.com   General search site        

http://www.genforum.com Genealogy help and 

guidance                  

http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/arc/genfirst.html   
Texas State Library Genealogy Collection 

Confederate Pension records                                      

http://www.archives.gov/research/tools/index.ht
ml  National Archives and Records 

Administration                             

http://www.civilwarstlouis.com/Gratiot/List1.htm

l   Search by Surname                                    

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.co

m/~t42cemeteries/   List of cemeteries in Texas 

that have been photographed by Allen 

Wheatley.■                                                     

Look for more every Newsletter ! 

IT‟S ALMOST TIME………. 

                   ROOT SEEKERS FALL SEMINAR 

            OCTOBER 29, 2011  8:30 A.M.– 4:00 P.M. 
 

Have you made your reservation yet?   The reservation form follows this 

page.   Fill it out and turn in today.  Mail it to the address at the bottom of the 

form or bring it with you to the next Root Seekers Meeting, Oct 17, 2011. 

http://wwwdistantcousin.com/
http://wwwfindagrave.com/
http://www.ancestralfindings.com/
http://www.genforum.com/
http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/arc/genfirst.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/tools/index.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/tools/index.html
http://gencircles.com/
http://gencircles.com/
http://www.usgenweb.com/
http://www.usgenweb.com/
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Reprinted from The Weekly Discovery Magazine, September 07, 2011, author Juliana Smith 
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Root Seekers Newsletter 

 
The Root Seekers Newsletter is published Quarterly at Mabank, Texas, by the 
Root Seekers Genealogical Society.  The mailing address of the society is: 

 

RSGS 
Tri-County Library 

P. O. Box 1770 

Mabank, TX 75147 
 

Our Mission Statement: 

The Society, a non profit organization, seeks to further the development of 
genealogical research; to act as a training agency for persons interested in 

genealogical research; and to acquire and make available a collection of 

genealogical and historical materials.   
 

The present membership is approximately 72.  Current Officers are: 

 
Skip Gustafson                 President 

Julie Gustafson                 1
st
 Vice President 

Brenda Price                     2
nd

 Vice President 
Priscilla Berry                  Secretary 

Marion Tillery                  Treasurer 

Margaret Ann Trail           Parliamentarian 
Nina Hendricks                 Historian/Public Relations 

Carolyn Bostian                Editor 
 

Annual membership dues are $15.00 for an individual, $20.00 for a family, and 

$5.00 for full time students.   
 

Regular meetings of the Society are on the third Monday of each month, except 

December (do not meet), at 7:00 p.m. at the Tri-County Library on Main Street, 
Mabank, TX. 
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The Back Page - Editor’s Corner 
  

           
              

   Happy Fall Y‟all       Carolyn Bostian, Editor 

Fall has come to Northeast Texas at least on the calendar if not so 

much yet with the trees.  The leaves that remain on the trees that made 

it through the summer are turning and the wind is blowing the leaves 

off the trees as we speak.  After all the hot, dry weather we have had 

throughout the summer, these October early mornings with its cool air 

is a pleasant change.    We still need tons of rain and I hope very soon 

we will get some.  Our lake is down a good eight feet and most of the 

boat docks that I can see have no water under them.   

 

I love to share some personal stories with you so you can see we all hit 

brick walls sometimes and just have to keep battling against them to 

knock them down or find some way around them. 

  

In September, my husband‟s family on his mother‟s side (BRADLEY) have their yearly family reunion 

on the Saturday before the Labor Day Holiday.  Some amount of kinfolk between 150-200 show up to 

swap old stories, a look back through old picture albums, check in with everyone to seek out the changes 

in everyone‟s lives, who‟s gotten married, whose had babies, how‟s everyone‟s health, and who is not 

doing so well.  Everyone brings the typical covered dish everything from healthy salads to very unhealthy 

desserts!  There is always way too much food!  There is always something to auction off, some game to 

play, something to win or something to buy!   

 

Never the less, everyone seems to enjoy the time together and I always come away with a bit more 

information to add to the Bradley Family Tree. 

 

This year my cousin, Shirley, came along to help me with work on the Bostian side of the family.  She has 

been to so many of the Bradley reunions that everyone thinks she is one!  But this year I needed to do 

some more work on the one family line that has proven to be most challenging to say the least.  First, of 

all I have been in the BOSTIAN family for almost 43 years (Dec 12, 2011) and I have only met a handful 

of family on the Bostian side.  My husband‟s parents divorced when he was quite young and he spent 

little time with his father or the other Bostian relatives.  My husband said that he was about 8 he thought 

when they divorced.  Well, Shirley and I found a copy of the divorce papers at the Courthouse that said 

that they were divorced when my husband was 3.  That is five years difference.  No one saw that coming!  

I think I surprised a few folks with that news.  I suspect that is because his father was probably “hanging 

around” until he married for the third time and maybe that was when my husband was 8 his dad quit 

coming around so often.  You just never know what secrets and mysteries will turn up when you are 

researching. 

 
I hope you have enjoyed reading this issue of Root Seekers Newsletter.  I certainly enjoy putting it together.  I love 
the search for new and interesting articles that I hope you will learn from as well as enjoy reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


