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NEWSLETTER 
Root Seekers Genealogical Society         Volume No. XXII, Issue No.4              Mabank, TX December, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Meeting Highlights 
“Cleaning and Repair of Headstones” – by Vernon 

Wagner 
 
Mr. Vernon Wagner served in the US Army for six years active 

duty and then six years reserved duty.  Later worked as a truck 

driver and now has his own business, Wagner Memorial & 

Stone Engraving.  He specializes in the cleaning and repair of 

headstones.  He has transcribed and maintains the Veterans 

Cemetery.  

 

 “One of the best things to clean a tombstone with is 
Dawn dishwashing detergent and a nylon brush.” 

Mr. Wagner is usually called in when family wants to clean up 

or correct problems with headstones.  People often make 

mistakes and use the wrong kinds of cleaners to remove natural 

materials that will grow on tombstones such as mold, moss and 

lichens. Acids or bleach will eat away the stone.  One of the 

best things to clean a tombstone with is Dawn dishwashing 

detergent and a nylon brush.  Always rinse the stone after 

cleaning. Tombstones do need regular care to keep the natural 

growth items off the stones.   
 

Sandstone you just have to leave alone because the weather 

will eventually wear away all the writing. 

 

Sometimes there is vandalism that involves spray painting on 

the stones.  Granite and Marble will absorb moisture very 

quickly so the sooner you can get it fixed the better.   

 

Mr. Wagner showed slides of some of his work the before and 
after.  Wow!  It was really amazing.  We saw some that he had 

cleaned and some that he had repaired misspellings or date 

errors and they were almost invisible.  There are different 

grades of granite and some mistakes are harder to correct than 

others.  Granites that contain iron ore will eventually cause a 

spot where the iron will rust.   
 

Mr. Wagner suggests not using shaving cream on stones but do 

rubbings using blue carbon paper and dollar bill. 

 

Mr. Wagner suggests to shop around before hiring someone to 

clean or repair tombstones as not everyone is as honest as they 

should be.  Mr. Wagner can be contacted at 903-887-2306 ■       

Continued on Page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November Meeting 

Highlights 
“Hannah’s Letters” by Mr. Charles E. Finsley 
 
Mr. Finsley shared with the Root Seekers at the 
November 21, 2011 regular meeting excerpts from his 
book, Hannah’s Letters.  His book is a collection of 
letters written to and from a couple of his ancestors. 
The letters are written during the civil war and his 
ancestor was a Union soldier, a private.  He had about 
a 3rd grade education and the letters reveal that he 
wrote and spelled like he spoke, the way words 
sounded to him. The letters give a real glimpse of what 
life was like on the battlefield, bloody and gruesome, 
and what it was like when the final surrender ended 
the war. 
 
Mr. Finsley donated a signed copy of his book to the 

Tri-County Library.■ 

 

Mr. Vernon Wagner speaking to Root Seekers at October 17, 

20ll regular meeting about the care and repair of tombstones. 
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FAMILY ROOTS 
Overheard by genealogists: 

 

 I should have asked them before they died.  

 Ever find a relative Hanging from the family tree? 

 Many a family tree needs pruning. 

 Documentation….The hardest part of genealogy. 

 Genealogists live in the past lane. 

 

 

ANNOUNCING NEW SLATE OF OFFICERS 2012 

 
President                               Margaret Ann Trail 

1st Vice President                  Lana Napper 

2nd Vice President                 Helen Preston 

Corresponding Secretary      Nell Walker 

Recording Secretary              Priscilla Berry 

Treasurer                               Marion Tillery                  

Historian/Public Relations    Nina Hendricks 

Editor                                    Carolyn Bostian  

 

Officers were elected by acclamation. 
 

Installation of these officers will be at the January 19, 2012 

Meeting 

 

Pictured left to right, President, Skip Gustafson, Clair 

Stout of Tri-County Library and Mr. Charles E. Finsley. 

FAMOUS QUOTES 

 

“The only difference between a tax man and a 

taxidermist is that the taxidermist leaves the skin.” 

                                        Mark Twain 

“A government big enough to give you everything 

you want, is strong enough to take everything you 

have.”                              Thomas Jefferson 

 

“In my many years I have come to a conclusion 

that one useless man is a shame, two is a law firm 

and three or more is a congress.”     John Adams      
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 Did You Know??? 
 
 

Books catalogued 9/1/2011: 
 
The Mabank Monitor Microfilm   10/3/2010-
12/30/2010 
 
Corley, Robertson, Gilmore, Dwyer, Grandstaff, 
Deet/Dietz/Deitz, Pace and Descendants, Vol. 1 
 
Roll of Honor XXII, XXIII, Nashville, TN; Marietta 
and Atlanta; Stone River, TN 
 
Roll o Honor XXIV-XXV, Names of Soldiers Who 
Died in Defense of American Union, Interred in 
the National Cemeteries; Vicksburg, MS; New 
Albany, IN; Fredericksburg, VA; Hampton, VA; 
Mobile, AL; Barrancas, FL; Ft. Gibson, Indian 
Territory 
 
Roll of Honor XXVI, XXVII, Mound City, IL; 
Spring Grove, OH; West Side Cemetery, OH; 
Little Rock, AR’ Fayetteville, AR; Poplar Grove, 
VA; Cold Harbor, VA; Beaufort, SC; Natchez, 
MS. 
 
Chronicles of Pitt County, NC 

On the Lighter Side:  

 I’m not stuck, I’m ancestrally challenged! 

 Isn’t genealogy fun?  The answer to one 

problem leads to two more! 

 My family tree is a few branches short!  All help 

appreciated. 

 My ancestors much be in the witness protection 

program! 

Year 2011 In Review 
 

 Speakers for 2011: 

1. Jan – Skip Gustafson – 

“Scottish/German Roots Come to 

Pennsylvania”. 

2. Feb – Julie Gustafson – “Review of 

Roots Tech Conference.” 

3. Mar – Bob Stokes – “Root Seekers 

Becoming a Success in the 21st 

Century.” 

4. Apr – Kerry Yancy – “Photography”. 

5. May – Ruth Shelton – “Creating and 

Preserving Family History.” 

6. Jun – Business Meeting. 

7. Jul – Margaret Ann Trail – 

“Displaying Your Genealogical 

Work.” 

8. Aug – “Bragging Rights.” 

9. Sep – Ernest Eshbach and Deacon 

Daniel Stover – “Mennonite History.”  

10. Vernon Wagner – “Cleaning and 

Repairing Tombstones.” 

11. Nov –Charles Finsley-“Hannah’s 

Letters” 

12. Do not meet in Dec 

 We also had a very successful fund raiser with a 

raffle ticket sale for a chance to win an antique 

radio provided by members, Frank and Grace 

Donovan, and won by Laura Delay.  The money 

raised from the sale of tickets was over $700.00. 

 Over 18 books and 4 microfilms of the Monitor 

Newspaper were added to the Tri County Library 

Genealogy Room. 

 13 New Members were added. 

 Several Obituary Books were redone by members. 

Good job Root Seekers! 
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W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S  

Root Seekers Genealogy Society welcomes you and hopes 

that you are enjoying the meetings and getting to know 

other genealogists like yourself.  Since our Society is made 

up of both newcomers and seasoned veterans, there is the 

opportunity for the exchange of ideas and tips to aid you in 

your research.   

As we come to the end of 2011, we have had a good year 

in terms of adding additional resources to the Tri County 

Library Genealogy Room and with adding new members to 

our group.  This year we have added 10 new members.  

How exciting!   I hope that each new member finds many 

in our group that can assist you in your search for your 

ancestors.   

I must remind all members of the resources that are 

available to you as a member of Root Seekers.  You have 

full use of the genealogy room any time that you want to 

come visit and do research.  Just sign in to be admitted and 

lock the door and sign out when you leave.  Every Tuesday 

from about 9:30 – 12:00 there will be someone from Root 

Seekers in the library genealogy room to direct and assist 

you in your research.  The computer in the genealogy room 

is reserved for members use and has access to 

Ancestry.com as well as other research sites.  Monthly trips 

to the Dallas Library are available for members to get 

together and carpool for a small fee of $7. paid to the 

driver for gas and parking.   

Even through Lloyd Boxstruck is retired now, there are 

still folks who like to help and show your around the 

Dallas Library, one of the best. 

 ■   Editor 

Have You Tried These Web 

Sites? 
 Do you have Brick Walls?  Do you have 
Dead Ends?  Do you need a new place 
to look?   

Obviously, many of us have subscriptions 
to sites such as Ancestry.com or 
Genealogy.com which both are owned by 
Ancestry as is the Rootsweb.com site.  
But for those who don’t have that 
available, did you know that Root Seekers 
members can access Ancestry.com in the 
Genealogy room of Tri-County Library?  
As a member that is one of your 
privileges.   These lists change every 
issue so save your previous lists. 

http://www.lcweb.loc.gov/   The Library of 

Congress                           
http://www.srcomm.com/rvan/gen/index.htm  

Roots and Branches – Links to personal 

home pages with family information & 

searchable sites.         

http://www.kjgenlinks.com   Journey to my 

Genealogy Links – Links to other 

genealogy sites. 
http:/1930census.archives.gov/geginSearch.asp/  

National Archives 1930 ED descriptions 

by state & county.  http://www.interment.net/  

Interment.net   A site to search gravesites.                    
http://www.usgwarchives.org/al/alfiles.htm   
Alabama’s Gen Web now (off rootsweb 

servers)■                                                      

Look for more in every Newsletter !                                                                      

 

  

http://www.lcweb.loc.gov/
http://www.srcomm.com/rvan/gen/index.htm
http://www.kjgenlinks.com/
http://http/1930census.archives.gov/geginSearch.asp/%20www.genforum.com
http://www.interment.net/
http://www.usgwarchives.org/al/alfiles.htm
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Attention Members…Announcing a Successful Fall 

Seminar! 

 
The 2011 Fall Seminar was a wonderful success with Lloyd Boxstruck as the speaker.  Mr. Boxstruck 

spoke on four different topics, all of which captivated the audience.  The attendees were not only 

treated to some interesting discussion relating to the War of 1812, Searching for Female Ancestors, the 

Meaning of Names and  Bounty and Land Grants but also there were surprised with door prizes 

interspersed throughout the day.  Some lucky folks won some $5 Dollar Coupons to Chili’s, a couple 

of free meals at Cochran’s Cafeteria and $5 cold hard cash from Lakeside Restaurant.   All these before 

lunch time so they could use their winnings for lunch that day or when they wanted to.  Later in the 

day, door prizes were more oriented toward the hard working genealogist with three reams of copy 

paper, yellow tablets and a nice fabric folder carryall.  Last prize of the day was a decorative 

Thanksgiving Pumpkin which the winner donated to Mr. Boxstruck!   The Seminar had 19 RSGS 

members and four guests attending and cleared $380.00 in profit.  More money for books for the 

genealogy room!   

 

Thank you 2
nd

 Vice President and Seminar Committee Chairman, Brenda Price, you and your 

committee did a great job! 

Editor 

 

 

LLOYD BOXSTRUCK 
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Root Seekers Newsletter 

 
The Root Seekers Newsletter is published Quarterly at Mabank, Texas, by the 

Root Seekers Genealogical Society.  The mailing address of the society is: 

 

RSGS 

Tri-County Library 

P. O. Box 1770 

Mabank, TX 75147 

 

Our Mission Statement: 

The Society, a non profit organization, seeks to further the development of 

genealogical research; to act as a training agency for persons interested in 

genealogical research; and to acquire and make available a collection of 

genealogical and historical materials.   

 

The present membership is approximately 75.  Current Officers 2011 are: 

 

Skip Gustafson                  President 

Julie Gustafson                 1
st
 Vice President 

Brenda Price                     2
nd

 Vice President 

Nell Walker                      Corresponding Secretary 

Priscilla Berry                   Recording Secretary 

Marion Tillery                   Treasurer 

Margaret Ann Trail           Parliamentarian 

Nina Hendricks                 Historian/Public Relations 

Carolyn Bostian                Editor 

 

Annual membership dues are $15.00 for an individual, $20.00 for a family, and 

$5.00 for full time students.  Special rates are available for lifetime memberships, 

with discounts for senior citizens. 

 

Regular meetings of the Society are on the third Monday of each month, except 

December (do not meet), at 7:00 p.m. at the Tri-County Library on Main Street, 

Mabank, TX. 
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The Back Page - Editor’s Corner 
  

It has been an incredible year full of gains and losses.  We have gained 13 new members in our society over 

the year but we have loss some dear people, a couple that have been speakers for meetings, Kerry Yancy and 

David Cason, one that was a Life member, Margaret Hill and Jim Robertson, who was the founder of our 

genealogy society.  Jim started it all and nurtured it along.  All of us today owe a debt of thanks to Jim’s 

vision for what could become of a group of people who were interested in genealogy research.  Now many 

years later we have a thriving organization and many books have been added to the Genealogy Room at Tri-

County Library.   

 

I feel very confident about our future going forward.  We want to continue to grow our organization and help 

people to find their ancestors and keep buying and shelving those research books and making the Genealogy 

Room a place that people are glad to come and do their research.  We have to stay dedicated to the vision 

that Jim had and keep showing up on Tuesdays to help the public and members how to use the materials and 

equipment that we have in the Genealogy Room.  We have been very fortunate that people also donate many 

books to the Genealogy Room in honor of loved ones that have gone on.  It is a wonderful tribute to those 

persons and we always want to honor that. 

 

This has been a full issue but since it will be the last for a good while, I thought you would have some good 

reading material over the holidays. 

 

May I express my best wishes for all of you to have a wonderful Thanksgiving and a Blessed Christmas and 

a very Happy New Year.   Here’s hoping your holidays will be safe and happy times with family and friends. 

 

Our next meeting will be January 19, 2012.  We will install our new officers and get right on with the 

business of the new year.  Our speaker for January will be Mr. Charles Sanders and his topic will be “My 

Genealogy”.  I know we all will be looking for to that. 

 
 
Carolyn Bostian, Editor 
RSGS Newsletter 

 


