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NEWSLETTER 
Root Seekers Genealogical Society         Volume No. XXIII Issue No.1              Mabank, TX March 2012 

2011 Officers Commended     2012 Officers Installed 

          
 

 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Pictured left to right: Carolyn Bostian, Marion Tillery,

        Lana Napper, Nina Hendricks, Priscilla Berry, Margaret

        Ann Trail, Helen Preston,  Nell Walker.  Not pictured are 

        Grace Donovan, Frank Donovan, Bob Stokes, and Geneice 

        Morris.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

        Pres Skip Gustafson presenting  certificate to Charles Sanders                                                                                                                        

January Meeting Highlights 
       “My Genealogy” by Charles Sanders                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Shone in photo: President and speaker, Margaret Ann Trail                                                            

The Root Seekers Genealogy Society met 
January 16, 2012 at the Tri-county Library. The 

evening began with a special treat for the 

outgoing officers from outgoing President and 

Vice President, Skip and Julie Gustafson.  They 

presented certificates and a PayDay candy bar 

in their appreciation of the outgoing officers of 

2011 for their hard work during their terms in 

office.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured left to right, standing: Bob Stokes, Carolyn Bostian, Nina 

Hendricks, Brenda Price, Marion Tillery, Nell Walker, Frank Donovan, 

Skip Gustafson.                                                                                           

Seated: Grace Donovan, Charles Beale, Priscilla Berry, Julie Gustafson 

After the program and at the end of the meeting, 

the new officers for 2012 were installed.  They 

are as follows: 

Margaret Ann Trail- President                           

Lana Napper-1st VP                                          

Helen Preston- 2
nd

 VP                                    

Nina Hendricks- Historian/Public Relations  

Marion Tillery-Treasurer                                  

Priscilla Berry-Recording/Corresponding Sec 

Geneice Morris, Web Master                   

Carolyn Bostian, Editor.  

Congratulations to our new officers for 2012!   
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January Meeting Highlights 
 

Continued from Page 1 

 

Charles told of his trial and tribulations in researching his 

family tree.  He started off by telling the group three important 

things to keep in mind when you are researching your 

ancestors: 1) Everything you see that says its “free” is not, 2) 

When you find information be sure to write it down where you 

found it, and 3) Be careful what you wish for and expect to 

find because you might find things you don’t want to know. 

 

Charles gave his lineage as: His parents, Charles Sanders Sr, 

(1896-1965) who married Ella Drew (1908-1988) by eloping to 

Mabank, his grandparents: Edward Delancie Sanders who was 

a twin (1860-1937) that married Sarah Eleanor (called Ellen) 

Handcock, dated unknown and his great grandparents: E Lewis 

Sanders (1827-1860) who married Martha Alice Skinner 

(1830-1914)  His great grandparents on his mother’s side were 

George Joshua Drew who married Myra Elizabeth Copeland. 

 

One of the interesting things that Charles told us was that his 

grandfather on his mother’s side abandoned his grandmother 

and left her with seven children and one on the way.  Unable to 

care for all those children alone, they were adopted by the 

Dewalt family.  Complicating the research further, the Dewalt 

surname was spelled in a variety of ways over the years. 

 

Another interesting item Charles shared was that the Skinner 

Family and Sanders families each had a plantation of 400 

acres.  They found the center point between the two properties 

and build a school named Centerpoint.  Charles’ great 

grandmother Martha Alice Skinner Sanders Perry who died in 

1879 is buried near Athens.   

 

Thanks Charles for that informative and entertaining program 

given in a witty style with humor that only Charles can do so 

well.    

On the Lighter Side.... 
 

 Genealogists live in the “past” lane. 

 Genealogists are time unravelers. 

 Whoever said “seek and ye shall find” 
was NOT a genealogist. 

 Old genealogists never die, they just lose 

their census. 

 Genealogy: Chasing your own tale. 

 Any family tree produces some lemons, 
some nuts and a few bad apples. 

 Genealogy: Tracing yourself back to 

better people. 

 I’m always late…My ancestors must have 
arrived on the Juneflower! 

 Only a Genealogist regards a step 
backwards as progress. 
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February Meeting Highlights 
“What’s New Out There”, a review of the Roots 
Tech Conference – by Bob Stokes  
 
At the February 20, 2012 meeting of Root Seekers 

Genealogy Society, Bob Stokes gave a report on 

the Roots Tech Conference. 

 

Over 4600 attended and it took over three days to 

find his way around with only three elevators to 

take people to the 2
nd

 Floor to the main 

auditorium.  The Conference started off with 

beautiful weather for opening day but that night it 

rained/snowed and remained cold the rest of the 

week. 

 

The Key Note Speaker – “Inventing the Social 

Clouds and Other Monstrosities”  Other hot topics 

were the “Future of Ancestry.com”, “Mining 

Newspaper Archives”, Using the National Library 

of Congress Online” and of course, the “1940 

Census” which was to be released on April 2, 

2012.  The NARA or National Archives Records 

Administration will be the first to have the 

information.   

 

Bob has created links on the Root Seekers Website  

so you can review the different Roots Tech 

sessions in their entirety.  There is a lot of good 

information contained within so he suggests that 

you check them out.  There are templets for the 

1940 Census and called our attention to some 

interesting items of information such as giving the 

language of the parents and noting who gave the 

information to the census taker. 

 

 

  

                                 

 

 

 

President Margaret Ann Trail with Author, Clifton Smith 

     March Meeting Highlights 
“John McDougal, Sr and His Descendants and 
Relatives from Florida to Texas”, a review of his 
book – by Clifton Smith 

 Clifton Smith is a native of Kemp, TX and now retired from 

the food service industry.  His 5
th
 great grandfather started the 

First National Bank of Kemp.   

Frances Reasonover asked Clifton if he would help her write 

her family story.  Her brother had begun writing the book 

prior to his death using her research.    Clifton asked Frances 

if he could use Family Tree Maker to help pull all the data 

together.  After agreeing on that course of action, Clifton 

began the input of all the data on some 1300 family members. 

John McDugal was born in Scotland.  Clifton’s grandfather 

on his mother’s side, Michael Brie is descended from John 

McDugal.  Clifton was anxious to carry on the family 

genealogy for his mom and the rest of the family.   

John McDugal wanted to come to America.  He served in the 

Army to have access to other countries where he could leave 

to come to America.  He first arrived in Cumberland County, 

NC in 1814.  A while later he migrated to Quincy, FL along 

with lots of other Scots.  He married Katy Black in 1819 and 

they had 6 children.  Many of his descendants came on to 

Texas in 1850 leaving John behind because of illness.  They 

formed the McDougal Settlement.  John McDougal Jr is 

buried in the Tolosa Cemetery. 

The book took 4 months to write and when finished Clifton  

talked to 6 different publishers and finally found one in 

Kaufman that would publish it.  He only ordered 100 because 

he didn’t think there would enough of the family to buy them 

but would have been cheaper if ordered 200.  Ordering the 

100 caused the cost of each book to be $100. 

 

M
c
D
o



                                                                                                                                                                       Page 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Members……….. 

Jan      Vegie Darden 

            Marie Hogue 

            Arlene Johnson 

            Dorothy Watson 

 

 

If you need help working on your genealogy, we are here to  

help you. Come to the Tri County Library on Tuesday  

mornings and someone will help you discover what we have.  

 

 

 

W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S  

Welcome new members.  We are happy to have you as a 

part of our Genealogy Society.  It is our belief that we can 

learn from each other and there is a wealth of wisdom in 

our collective minds.   

Since our society is made up of “newbies” as well as 

seasoned veterans, there can be much advantage for new 

members to confer with those veterans about difficulties 

that you are having in doing your research as the veterans 

may be able to offer some helpful suggestions for breaking 

through brick walls. 

There are also many advantages of being a member of 

Root Seekers Genealogy Society.  You have the use of the 

Genealogy Room at the Tri County Library and on each 

Tuesday of the month, there will be another member or 

two there to help you with your research.  They will show 

you how to use the computer to access a world of 

information to which you may not otherwise have access.  

They can show you how to use the copier that is located 

within the Genealogy room for convenience while still at 

the regular library rate per copy of 15 cents.  They can 

show you how to access the data on the many cds and 

microfilm that we have.  If you have not yet checked out 

the Genealogy room at the Tri County Library, I urge you 

to do so and take advantage of the many books that have 

been recently added to the shelves.  Plan to go on a 

Tuesday and receive help from one of our veterans and get 

full use of all the Genealogy room has to offer to further 

your research. 

We are glad to have you as a new member.    

                                                                         Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

■ 

Have You Tried These Web 

Sites? 
 Do you have Brick Walls?  Do you have Dead Ends?  Do you need a 

new place to look?   

Obviously, many of us have subscriptions to sites such as 

Ancestry.com or Genealogy.com which both are owned by 

Ancestry as is the Rootsweb.com site.  But for those who 

don’t have that available, did you know that Root Seekers 

members can access Ancestry.com in the Genealogy room 

of Tri-County Library?  As a member that is one of your 

privileges. 

http://census-online.com/links/  Census Online-Links to US 

and 5 Countries Census  Has great maps of the states with 

all the counties but won’t have all census but a lot                            

http://www.censusfinder.com    Census Finder search by 

state, county                                    

http://www.familysearch.org     Family Search (Mormon)        

http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/index   Perpetual 

Calendar Any Year  - Very useful in determining dates of 

death, marriage, etc. when obit or newspaper clipping 

doesn’t give specific date.   

http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch/Default.asp?  

Land Patent Search, search by state and last name, first 

name.  Does not cover the thirteen colonies but does have 

links to some.  Online certified copies cost $2.00 suitable 

for framing.  Site explains land patents, gives legal land 

descriptions, has original document images and explains 

rectangular survey system.  

http://www.dallasnews.com/archive/obituary  Dallas 

Morning News - obit section.  Pd. Obits for last 30 days 

are free.  2 Files available online:  1885-1977 and 1984 – 

present.  Look for more every Newsletter!    ■ 

  

      FAMILY ROOTS 

 

I trace my family history so I will know who to blame. 

 

http://census-online.com/links/
http://www.censusfinder.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/index
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch/Default.asp
http://www.dallasnews.com/archive/obituary


                                                                                                                                                                       Page 5 

          ANNOUNCEMENTS:  UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

2012 FUND RAISERS AND SEMINAR ANNOUNCED 
 Rummage Sale in Eustace in April and a Seminar in late October or early  

November.  Committee met and discussed and made plans for both. 

  

April Rummage Sale set for April 14 in same location as last year on the 

Town Square in Eustace.     

Speakers for the Next Quarter: 

 

       April         Margaret Ann Trail     Using the New Tri-County Library On-Line  

                                                             System and The Wildwood Cemetery at the 

                                                             Terrell State Hospital 

        May          James Ray                   “POWs” 

        June          Ruth Shelton                The 200
th
 Anniversary of the War of 1812 and  

                                                               Andrew Jackson 
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The Root Seekers Newsletter is published Quarterly at Mabank, Texas, by the 

Root Seekers Genealogical Society.  The mailing address of the society is: 
 

 

RSGS 

Tri-County Library 

P. O. Box 1770 

Mabank, TX 75147 

 

Our Mission Statement: 

The Society, a non profit organization, seeks to further the development of 

genealogical research; to act as a training agency for persons interested in 

genealogical research; and to acquire and make available a collection of 

genealogical and historical materials.   

 

The present membership is approximately 60. 

Current Officers are: 

 

Margaret Ann Trail          President 

Lana Napper                     1
st
 Vice President 

Helen Preston                   2
nd

 Vice President 

Priscilla Berry                   Recording/Corresponding Secretary 

Marion Tillery                  Treasurer 

Nina Hendricks                 Historian/Public Relations 

Geneice Morris                 Webmaster 

Carolyn Bostian                Editor 

 

Annual membership dues are $15.00 for an individual, $20.00 for a family, and 

$5.00 for full time students.   

 

Regular meetings of the Society are on the third Monday of each month, except 

December (do not meet), at 7:00 p.m. at the Tri-County Library on Main Street, 

Mabank, TX. 
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The Back Page 

Editor’s Corner 
  

Hello members, 

 

This quarter I am including some info that I hope will help everyone to find more answers to those burning 

genealogy questions.  The article “10 Census Questions That Lead to More Answers” is a downloadable one 

from Ancestry.com.   For those of you who do not have computers I have included all five pages of the 

article.  I have found it very helpful to cause me to look again at the copies of census that I have for my 

family and find things I didn’t know I had.   

 

Those of you who will want to download the article from Ancestry you just need to sign on to Ancestry.com 

and put in your own code or the code you received as a member of Root Seekers.  Then Click on the 

Learning Center in the green shaded bar at the top of your screen.  In the lower right corner of the screen is 

the title “10 Census Questions That Lead to More Answers”.  Click on that title and you will see “Download 

This Free Guide” underlined which means there is a link to take you to where it will open in an Adobe File 

(PDF) and you can simply click on the printer symbol at the left top and it will print for you. 

 

Since April 2, 2012 is the scheduled release date of the 1940 Census I suspect that we all will be taking 

another look at our census copies and delving into the 1940 one as well.   

 

I want to encourage you to go to the Root Seekers website.  Bob and Geneice have been hard at work, 

especially Bob, loading up tons of things that you will want to take a look at.   

 

http://www.rootseekers.org/   Just key this in if you haven’t already made it a favorite, once you are on the 

web site, click your Favorites button and add it to your list of favorites.  That makes it very easy to get back 

there in one click instead of typing in the address.   You need to explore the site.  There is information out 

there that you may be hunting for.  The only way you will know is if you go to the site and explore.  Look at 

all the titles and search them out for anything that might pertain to one of your ancestors.    

 

If you have a little extra time, check out some of the sessions from the Roots Web Tech Conference or check 

out one of the training sessions for searching the 1940 Census.   

                       This is my great, great grandmother Mary Vasthi Johnson Moore Bolton 

As always Happy Hunting!              1870-1950  She married Oliver Moore and they were the parents of my  

                                                          Grandmother , Anna Ruth Moore Monk, my mother’s mother. 

Carolyn Bostian, Editor 

Root Seekers Newsletter 


