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NEWSLETTER 
Root Seekers Genealogical Society         Volume No. XXIII Issue No.2              Mabank, TX June  2012  

April Meeting Highlights    
 “Using the Tri County’s Library‘s New Computer  

System” and “The Wildwood Cemetery” by  

Margaret Ann Trail                          
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May Meeting Highlights 
       “POWs” by James Ray                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Shone in photo: President and speaker, Margaret Ann Trail                                                            

The April Meeting of the Root Seekers Genealogy Society 

met on 16, 2012 at the Tri County Library.  Our President, 

Margaret Ann Trail presented the program which included a 

show and tell of how to use the new library system at the Tri 

County Library. The second portion of her presentation was 

a film about the Wildwood Cemetery at the Terrell State 

Hospital.   

 

The Hospital was originally named the North Texas Lunatic 

Asylum but also functioned as a sanitarium for patients with 

tuberculosis and other highly infectious diseases. The 

facility was once named the Hospital for the Insane and later 

the Terrell State Hospital and has remained as such ever 

since.  It is now a modern psychiatric hospital serving the 

mentally ill from 22 northeast Texas counties. 

 

The Terrell State Hospital established a cemetery soon after 

it opened in 1885, with the first burial Oct 22, 1885.  Many 

volunteers have been researching the cemetery in an attempt 

to find names for the more than 3600 persons buried there.  

They were all buried with just a number.  

 

The people buried at the Wildwood came to Texas from all  

During  

 

 

 

over the world.  During the first year, the hospital served 

330 patients from 46 countries.  Numbered concrete blocks 

originally marked their graves. 

 

The “Restoring Dignity from Numbers to Names” project 

places markers with names, dates of birth and death.  The 

project is now two-thirds complete.   

 

Although a few families have placed headstones upon a 

loved one’s grave, the vast majority buried in Wildwood 

continue to be identified merely by a number. 

 

The Terrell State Hospital seeks volunteers and items on 

their wish list include everything from personal care items 

to board games and cards. 

 

For more information on donating, call 972-551-8639 or 

send to Volunteer Services Council, WC Fund, Terrell State 

Hospital, P O Box 70, Terrell, Texas 75160-0070. 

 

For more information regarding the library computer 

system, go to www.TriCountyLibrary.org. ■ 

  By Nina Hendricks 

 

 

http://www.tricountylibrary.org/
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President Margaret Ann Trail with Author, Clifton Smith 

The May meeting of the Root Seekers Genealogy Society 

met on May 21 at the Tri County Library.  The speaker was 

James Ray, a former POW during the Viet Nam war. 

 

James lives in Brownsboro, Texas.  He is married with 

three children. Colonel Ray is now retired and raises horses. 

 

He was a pilot during the Viet Nam war.  In 1966 his F105 

fighter plane was attacked while on a bombing run.  He and 

others of his group were dropping 3000 pound bombs in 

order to take out a bridge that enabled the enemy to receive 

supplies.  They drop the bombs by diving from about 15000 

ft caring a bomb under each wing.  Only after successfully 

dropping his bombs and hitting the target did he become 

aware that anything was wrong.  His plane was hit and on 

fire.  He was told by another pilot that he needed to get out 

quickly.  He had to eject behind enemy lines. When the 

canopy blew off he blacked out for a few minutes and when 

he regained consciousness, he couldn’t see.  Then he 

realized that his helmet was turned covering his face. He 

knew he was going to be captured but he used evasive 

techniques to remain free for as long as possible. 

Ray said that worked for about four minutes! 

 

He was captured pretty quickly and held captive for seven 

years.  He was first taken to a camp in a village where he 

was given a little first aid.  He was allowed to rest for a 

while and then he went through his first interrogation where 

he gave them his name, rank and serial number.  He says 

that you can only hold out doing that for so long.  

Especially, when they bring in the “goons”.  They used the 

“Rope Torture” on him as well as a lot of other guys.  They 

wrap the rope around your arms and pull your elbows 

together behind you.  After about 10-15 minutes everything 

goes numb but the inner nerves are growing more inflamed 

and it feels like you are in hot coals.  It can dislocate your 

arms from your shoulder but his didn’t.  When they untie 

you and the blood rushed back in your arms, it hurts even 

more than when they first pull your arms back.   He said 

that they started on him about 10:30 at night and it lasted 

until 4:00 am.  He basically lied to them and told them he 

was on his first mission and that he wasn’t told anything but 

to follow the leader.  Since he was pretty young at the time, 

they more or less believed him.  After that they pretty much 

left him alone for a while.  As the war went on, the enemy 

became more interested in propaganda and they wanted him 

to write a confession that he was against the war.  They 

wanted him to say that he had killed civilians and he was 

guilty of war crimes.  They used the “Rope Torture” again 

to force you to write.  James said that they would use all 

sort of tricks to let the people who would hear or read this 

back home that they were doing it under duress.   

 

The other torture that was used was to tie your wrists 

together behind your back very tight with rope or metal 

handcuffs so that you would lose the feeling in your hands. 

 

   Continued on left. 

The living conditions were not great, sleeping on a concrete 

slab but it was better than mud.  They were given one blanket 

which they would use to soften the concrete when they didn’t 

need for cover.   They only had a few days and nights that were 

cold and below freezing.  They were given a bucket for a toilet. 

They would hose off your concrete slab from time to time. 

 

Most of them could tolerate the living conditions by learning to 

make do with what they had but the hardest part was being 

isolated.  You were not allowed to talk to anyone else.  But 

they devised a tapping language which they would teach to the 

others and it was their means of communication.  They would 

also use sign language if they were where they could see each 

other.  At the back corner of their “cells” was a 2-3 in square of 

open space.  They would use this to send messages to one 

another.  Each new person who was brought in was kept in 

separate from everyone else for a while.  As soon as they 

joined the others they would contact that person and let them 

know how to communicate.  James once stole a broken wire 

from a clothes to help move messages to others. 

 

James didn’t receive any mail from home for three years.  He 

was released on Feb 12, 1973 after 6 yrs, 9 mos, 4 days of 

captivity.   For his service he received the Silver Star, 2 Purple 

Hearts, and the Legion of Merit. ■ 

By Editor 
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     June Meeting Highlights 
“The 200th Anniversary of the War of 1812 and 
Andrew Jackson”– by Ruth Shelton  
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
     

The June meeting of the Root Seekers Genealogy 

Society was held June 18, 2012.  Ruth Shelton gave her 

program on the actual 200th year anniversary of the 

War of 1812. 

Ruth brought a very interesting program that reminded us all 

of why there was a "need" for the war of 1812. 

Even through the USA had signed a treaty with Britain on 

Sep 3, 1783 that formalized our independence won in the 

Revolutionary War, Britain still plagued our ships, harassing 

the crews, often pressing them into service aboard British 

vessels, capturing the cargos bound for the US, and 

interfering with the relationships with native Indians. Britain 

was so afraid that the US would invade Canada and claim it 

as part of the US that they constantly interfered with our 

ships. James Madison had enough of British interference and 

declared war with Britain. Some interesting things that came 

out of the War of 1812 was: 

 The wife of President James Madison (our 4th 

President), Dolley Madison, was the first woman to 

be called the "First Lady".  

 The US won the first battle of the War of 1812, 

capturing Gananaque in Canada.  

 The Great Lakes were an important item to fight for 

as they contain 21% of all the fresh water on the 

planet.  

 Lake Michigan is the only one of the Great Lakes 

contained in the US.  

 The St. Lawrence Seaway is a great and important 

lane for both the US and Canada.  

 Most of the war was fought along the coastline. 

 M

o
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 The British set fire to Washington, DC. 

 Dolley Madison would not leave until she 
heard the guns. She took with her dishes, 
paintings including the one of George 
Washington, and any other thing that she 
considered important artifacts of US Historical 
value, to a safe place.  

 Seamstress Mary Young Pinkergill created a 
really big flag of 15 stars (2ft from tip to tip) 
and 15 strips of red and white (2ft wide and 42 
ft long). It was laid out on a tavern floor to be 
sewn together into a flag measuring 32 ft x 42 
ft. It was made from wool at a cost of $405.90. 
They wanted it big so the British would see it. 
It flew at Ft. McHenry.  

 The British had captured Dr. William Beans 
and Francis Scott Key was a young lawyer 
brought in along with an US Military officer to 
negotiate the Doctor's release. However, the 
British would not let them leave because they 
had "seen" too much so they were kept 
behind the lines over night while the battle 
raged against Ft. McHenry. When they awoke 
the next morning, they went out to see that 
the flag was still there flying above Ft. 
McHenry. Frances Scott Key was so moved 
by the sight, he immediately wrote the song 
that became our National Anthem.  

 The day the war ended was on Jan 8, the 
fiddlers sped up the tempo of an old Irish War 
Song and called it the 8th of Jan in honor of 
the war ending. This tune was a favorite with 
fiddlers and square dancers.  

 The same tune was slowed down and Jimmy 
Driftwood, who was an AR High School 
Principal and History teacher wrote a song 
called The Battle of New Orleans in honor of 
Andrew Jackson and the battle with the British 
at New Orleans, LA.  

 286,731 served in the War of 1812, 14,845 
were missing in action, 15,000 were wounded 
and 2,250 died. 

Ruth's great, great grandfather served in the War of 
1812. He was from GA served in SC and received 
land grants in AL. 
 

Ruth is a long time member of Root Seekers, DAR, UDC 

and Colonial Dames.  She was raised in Eustace but 

recently moved to Benbrook to be closer to her only son 

and two grandsons and three great-grandchildren.  She 

loves history and helping others do genealogy research. ■ 

 

By Editor 
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New Members……….. 

Apr      Bobby & Glenda Dillard 

May     Madeline Healey 

 

If you need help working on your genealogy, we are here to  

help you. Come to the Tri County Library on Tuesday  

mornings and someone will help you discover what we have.  

 

 

 

           

W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S  

Welcome new members.  We are happy to have you as a 

part of our Genealogy Society.  It is our belief that we can 

learn from each other and there is a wealth of wisdom in 

our collective minds.   

Since our society is made up of “newbies” as well as 

seasoned veterans, there can be much advantage for new 

members to confer with those veterans about difficulties 

that you are having in doing your research as the veterans 

may be able to offer some helpful suggestions for breaking 

through brick walls. 

There are also many advantages of being a member of 

Root Seekers Genealogy Society.  You have the use of the 

Genealogy Room at the Tri County Library and on each 

Tuesday of the month, there will be another member or 

two there to help you with your research.  They will show 

you how to use the computer to access a world of 

information to which you may not otherwise have access.  

They can show you how to use the copier that is located 

within the Genealogy room for convenience while still at 

the regular library rate per copy of 15 cents.  They can 

show you how to access the data on the many cds and 

microfilm that we have.  If you have not yet checked out 

the Genealogy room at the Tri County Library, I urge you 

to do so and take advantage of the many books that have 

been recently added to the shelves.  Plan to go on a 

Tuesday and receive help from one of our veterans and get 

full use of all the Genealogy room has to offer to further 

your research. 

We are glad to have you as a new member.    

                                                                         Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

■ 

 

      FAMILY ROOTS 

 A step backwards is progress to a genealogist. 

 Theory of relativity:  If you go back far enough, we’re 

all related. 

 Friends come and go, but relatives tend to accumulate. 

 Genealogy: Tracing yourself back to better people. 

 Heredity:  Everyone believes in it until their children 

act like fools! 

 

FAMOUS QUOTES 

 

“The only difference between a tax man and a 

taxidermist is that the taxidermist leaves the skin.” 

       Mark Twain 

 

“A government big enough to give you everything you 

want, is strong enough to take everything you have.”                                           

Thomas Jefferson 

 

“In my many years I have come to a conclusion that one 

useless man is a shame, two is a law firm and three or 

more is a congress.”     John Adams      
 

On the Lighter Side……….. 

 

 I’m not stuck, I’m ancestrally challenged! 

 Isn’t genealogy fun?  The answer to one problem leads to 

two more! 

 My family tree is a few branches short!  All help 

appreciated. 

 My ancestors much be in the witness protection program! 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                       Page 5 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2012 “HOW TO WORKSHOP” ANNOUNCED 
  
 Helen Preston announced that the Root Seekers have planned a “How To Workshop” for October.  Root 

Seekers hasn’t had one of this type in a good while, so it was decided that it would be a good thing to have 

and there will be lots of different subjects from which both beginners and seasoned veterans of genealogy will 

be able to learn.   The following is a list of topics that will be presented.  All members are encouraged to 

attend and bring someone with you that would like to see what genealogy research is all about.  The workshop 

will be held at the Tri County Library and seating is limited so everyone needs to reserve their spot as soon as 

possible.  We are sending flyers to other genealogy societies so we may have several guests from the 

surrounding area.  So put the date Saturday, October 6, 2012 on your calendar.  See the next page for a copy 

of the reservation form which you can copy and fill out and send in with your check.  Cost is $20. for 

reservations prior to Workshop and $25. at the door.  Workshop will begin with Registration at 8:30 and 

conclude with a time of Questions and Answers with our panel of speakers.  This is scheduled to begin around 

2:15 or so and end probably around 3:00 pm or whenever you have had your answers to your questions.  For 

those interested, we will give a tour of the Library and the Genealogy Room. 

 

8:30-9:00       Registration   

9:00-9:20       Getting Started - Margaret Ann Trail 

9:20-10:00     Census Records - Carolyn Bostian 

10:00-10:15   Break 

10:15-11:00   Libraries - Geneice Morris  

11:00-11:45   Heritage Quest - Bob Stokes  

11:45-12:30   Lunch 

12:30-1:30     Courthouse Research - Scott Fitzgerald 

1:30-1:45       Miscellaneous Resources - Helen Preston  

1:45-2:00       Break 

2:00-2:15       Organizing Data - Lana Napper and Helen Preston 

2:15- ?            Pearls & Pitfalls – Questions and Answers 

                       Tour of Root Seekers Library Genealogy Room 

 

 

 

     
Speakers for the Next Quarter: 

 

       July 16         The Mennonites       They are returning by popular demand!  Don’t miss it. 

 

       August 20    Carolyn Bostian        Chasing Hortons/Whortons with DNA 

 

       Sept 17         Lana Napper             Constitution Week 
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Event Completed: 
Report from Treasurer, Marian Tillery, Root Seekers has a profit of $486.76 as a result of the Rummage 

Sale.   Thanks to everyone who gave their items to sale and those that worked the sale. 
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Have You Tried These Web Sites? 
 Do you have Brick Walls?  Do you have Dead Ends?  Do you need a new place to look?   

Obviously, many of us have subscriptions to sites such as Ancestry.com or Genealogy.com which both are owned by Ancestry as 

is the Rootsweb.com site.  But for those who don’t have that available, did you know that Root Seekers members can access 

Ancestry.com from home?  As a member that is one of your privileges. You should have been sent a password to access the Root 

Seekers subscription to Ancestry.com.  If you don’t know what that password is, please contact Marian Tillery at 

gbctex@aol.com.  This is a composite list compiled from past Root Seekers Newsletters and other lists I have accumulated. 

Web Sites – Researching on line 

http://census-online.com/links/  Census Online-Links to US and 5 Countries Census  Has great maps of the states with all the 

counties but won’t have all census but a lot                             

http://www.censusfinder.com    Census Finder search by state, county                                     

http://www.familysearch.org     Family Search (Mormon)         

http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/index   Perpetual Calendar Any Year  - Very useful in determining dates of death, 

marriage, etc. when obit or newspaper clipping doesn’t give specific date.   

http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch/Default.asp?  Land Patent Search, search by state and last name, first name.  Does 

not cover the thirteen colonies but does have links to some.  Online certified copies cost $2.00 suitable for framing.  Site explains 

land patents, gives legal land descriptions, has original document images and explains rectangular survey system.  

http://www.dallasnews.com/archive/obituary  Dallas Morning News - obit section.  Pd. Obits for last 30 days are free.  2 Files 

available online:  1885-1977 and 1984 – present.   

http://wwwdistantcousin.com  Search by surname                           

 http://www.genforum.com  Search by surname                                                     

http://www.cyndislist.com   General search site         

http://www.genforum.com Genealogy help and guidance                   

http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/arc/genfirst.html   Texas State Library Genealogy Collection Confederate Pension records                                      

http://www.archives.gov/research/tools/index.html  National Archives and Records Administration                             

http://www.civilwarstlouis.com/Gratiot/List1.html   Search by Surname                                    

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~t42cemeteries/   List of cemeteries in Texas that have been photographed by 

Allen Wheatley. 

http://www.lcweb.loc.gov/   The Library of Congress                            

http://www.srcomm.com/rvan/gen/index.htm  Roots and Branches – Links to personal home pages with family information & 

searchable sites.          

http://www.kjgenlinks.com   Journey to my Genealogy Links – Links to other genealogy sites. 

http:/1930census.archives.gov/geginSearch.asp/  National Archives 1930 ED descriptions by state & county.  

http://www.interment.net/  Interment.net   A site to search gravesites.                     

http://www.usgwarchives.org/al/alfiles.htm   Alabama’s Gen Web now (off rootsweb server)s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gbctex@aol.com
http://census-online.com/links/
http://www.censusfinder.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/index
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch/Default.asp
http://www.dallasnews.com/archive/obituary
http://wwwdistantcousin.com/
http://wwwfindagrave.com/
http://www.ancestralfindings.com/
http://www.genforum.com/
http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/arc/genfirst.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/tools/index.html
http://gencircles.com/
http://www.usgenweb.com/
http://www.lcweb.loc.gov/
http://www.srcomm.com/rvan/gen/index.htm
http://www.kjgenlinks.com/
http://http/1930census.archives.gov/geginSearch.asp/%20www.genforum.com
http://www.interment.net/
http://www.usgwarchives.org/al/alfiles.htm
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DID YOU KNOW? 
The following books have been cataloged and shelved in the Genealogy Room of the Tri County Library. 
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Tri County Library is open Daily and you are welcome to use the Research 

materials in the Genealogy Room.  The books and other materials are not for 

check out.  We appreciate your help in keeping all the research materials in the 

Genealogy Room for the use of all of our patrons and members. 

 

A copier is available inside the room and you may make copies for 15 cents per 

copy.  Put the money inside the box by the copier.  For help using the genealogy 

room please come on Tuesdays from 9:30 – 12:00.  Volunteers from the Root 

Seekers Genealogy Society will be there to assist you. 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Computer                                       Books                            Microfilm 
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The Root Seekers Newsletter is published Quarterly at Mabank, Texas, by the 

Root Seekers Genealogical Society.  The mailing address of the society is: 
 

 

RSGS 

Tri-County Library 

P. O. Box 1770 

Mabank, TX 75147 

 

Our Mission Statement: 

The Society, a non profit organization, seeks to further the development of 

genealogical research; to act as a training agency for persons interested in 

genealogical research; and to acquire and make available a collection of 

genealogical and historical materials.   

 

The present membership is approximately 60. 

Current Officers are: 

 

Margaret Ann Trail          President 

Lana Napper                     1
st
 Vice President 

Helen Preston                   2
nd

 Vice President 

Priscilla Berry                   Recording/Corresponding Secretary 

Marion Tillery                  Treasurer 

Nina Hendricks                 Historian/Public Relations 

Geneice Morris                 Webmaster 

Carolyn Bostian                Editor 

 

Annual membership dues are $15.00 for an individual, $20.00 for a family, and 

$5.00 for full time students.   

 

Regular meetings of the Society are on the third Monday of each month, except 

December (do not meet), at 7:00 p.m. at the Tri-County Library on Market Street, 

Mabank, TX. 
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The Back Page 

Editor’s Corner 
  

Hello members, 

 

There are exciting things on the horizon!  April 2, 2012 the 1940 Census was released!  How exciting is 

that?  Those who jumped into the fray on the first few days discovered a few problems when a lot of folks 

are trying to access new sources of information such as the 1940 Census.   Most discovered very quickly that 

you couldn’t do a normal search via a name but were required to “know” a “number” where your family was 

living.  This proved a little tricky to determine so it was suggested you use the “number” that was assigned 

to your family in 1930 and see if that would get you there.  Most found this didn’t really work as families 

move and aren’t necessarily in the same place as they were in 1930.   

 

However, a few of us actually have family alive that knew where they were living in 1940 as was with the 

case of my 87 yr old mom.  I just asked, “Hey mom, where did you and your family live in 1940?  She 

replied Point, Texas.  Point, Texas is where my mom spent the majority of her growing up years.  In the 

1930 Texas Census, my mom’s family was living in Vernon, TX in Wilbarger County where the family had 

gone during the depression years to try to find jobs of any kind.  So, no help using a “number” from the 

family’s location in 1930.   

 

Fortunately for me, Point, TX in Rains County, is a very small place so only a “couple of numbers” to look 

at.  I searched house by house on the first one and about 12 pages into it, I found my mom’s cousin, Joanne 

and her family and then on page 14, I found my mom’s family.  There she was.  The census taker had listed 

her as 18 years of age but that was wrong.  She should have been only 15 after all she was born in Dec 1924. 

I believe the census taker just mistakenly copied the age from her brother Manley (18) on the line above her. 

Another interesting thing was that two of her brothers, Fred and Manley were listed as “absent from the 

home” and explanation was they were away at CC Camp.  Some of you may know what the CC Camps 

were.  These were Camps created where young men could live and work and be paid for community service 

that they preformed.  So many young men needed jobs after the depression and during the war overseas.  

This usually led to the young men joining the military service as did her brothers.  Her eldest brother was 

already married and out of the household.  It is interesting to think of my mom as being the only one at home 

with her parents during her formative years as a teenager. 

 

Also when taking a second look at her first cousin’s family, I noticed there was a young baby listed in the 

household.  I asked mom if she knew if Joanne has a baby sister.  She said no, she didn’t know that.  As far 

as she knew Joanne had been an only child.  I haven’t searched for what I think was the answer to this.  

Mom had told me that parents tended to be very closed mouth about happenings in the family.  I think it 

likely that the young baby on the 1940 census died at a young age and nothing was ever discussed about it.  

While I can believe that my mom’s mother would have attended any funeral for her niece, daughter of her 

youngest sister, Sadie, it is unlikely that either my mom or her cousin would have been in attendance or 

would have ever been told about the little girl child that died. 

  

If you haven’t checked out the 1940 Census for yourself, you should.  Ancestry, as well as other companies, 

has completed the indexing of some states.  Texas doesn’t happen to be one as of yet, but if you want to give 

it a try, go for it.   Be sure to read about Bob Stokes experience on pages 8-12.                 
Carolyn Bostian, Editor 

Root Seekers Newsletter 


