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16 JANUARY 2014 - MARGARET ANN TRAIL – INTESTATE  

17 FEBRUARY – SUZANNE FIFE- AS MARTHA WASHINGTON 

17 MARCH – BOB STOKES – DATING A QUAKER  

21 APRIL - GLENDA KING – UDC COLLATERAL MEMBER 

16 JUNE – CARRIE WILSON WOOLVERTON AS BETSY ROSS 

21 JULY –  NINA HENDRICKS – CIVIL WAR PRISONS 
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http://www.findagrave.com/


 

2 

RSGS Edition 2 

 

 Ode to the RSGS Texas Quilt of 2014 

This could have been a simple little article in the RSGS Newsletter with picture of a raffle quilt won by a receptionist in a dentist 
office and then the philanthropic people behind it would have gone unnoticed.  But here’s the story of the birth of a loving 
creation.  It shows the patriotic respect, earnestness of purpose, admiration of neighbors, the value of friends, the power of an 
attitude of gratitude and the professional relationship of a kind and generous “employer.”   
It all began with Dianne Reece who knew she could do the job of 2nd Vice President for the Root 
Seekers in 2014 and volunteered for that position.  Being an executive for any organization is 
a job with multiple responsibilities and pressures but she was ready for the task as 
evidenced by a very successful Garage Sale at Baywood Estates on 3 May 2013.  When she took office 
in January, she had already asked neighbor, friend and quilting aficionado,  Jacque Vaughn,  of 
Eustace, Texas if she would make a quilt for the Root Seekers to  raffle.  Diane had been turned on 
to Root Seekers by Jacque because she had done genealogy for thirty years and said she kept telling 
her, “Diane, you need to find out who your ancestors were and where they came from.” Diane, agreed 
to furnished the fabric and supplies for the quilt and Jacque agreed to design and make a lap size 
quilt.  When asked, Jacque said, “ Diane wanted me to pick the theme.  I don’t work from patterns – I 
like to have an idea in my head and just go for it.  I like to make sure that I’m doing something someone else hasn’t already done 
and probably won’t do.  I thought, this is a raffle quilt and these people are interested in their heritage and there’s nothing better 
than our Texas heritage.  Many of them are from Texas and their heritage is Texas and we’re going to want to sell a lot of tickets to 
both men and women, young and old so I decided on the Texas quilt theme.  I decided that I needed to find a fabric that depicted 
the diversity of Texas and everything that Texas stands for.  Together with my friend, Thelma Barker, owner of Sew ‘N Sew fabric 
shop in Canton we, came up with the ideal fabric.  I decided to use that fabric for a map of Texas for the focal point in the quilt.  
Since my Texas roots were established in the Southwestern part of Texas, I just  had to appliqué some chilies and cactus as well as a 
big lone star of Texas, of course.  A field of bluebonnets on a white background for the border and backing and a Texas blue hand 
sewn binding completed the quilt.  Now is the time to tell you the definition of a quilt.  Some people picture a quilt as a bed 
covering, but the real definition of a quilt is three pieces of fabric quilted together like a sandwich or an Oreo cookie.  A quilt can 
be bed size, a wall hanging, a table runner, a quilted hand bag or any other item as long as it has a backing, batting in the center and 
a top, held together by pretty stitching.                            

So when asked, Jacque said she first remembers doing any kind of sewing at a very early age when her mother put her on 
the floor with a dull threaded needle with a button tied on the end and her old button box and showed her 
how to string buttons.  She said, “It kept me busy for hours while my mother was sewing on her machine.  
When I was about five, my grandmother, who was a quilter, showed me how to string quilt squares she had 
cut for the quilt she was making onto a needle and thread.  Next she showed me how to sew the blocks 
together.  I didn’t seem to get the quilting bug at that time, however.  When I was eight, my mother was a 
leader for my Brownie Group and for a project, she gave us all a needle and thread and a piece of toweling with a transfer on it and 
taught us how to embroidery.  I still have it.  My mother used feed sacks to make my clothes and 
would ask me to pick out two sacks alike when we went to get chicken feed.  Later in high school, in Home 
Economics class,  I made a skirt and blouse and a fancy dress.   When I married, I 
made a lot of my own clothes and romper suits and shirts for my son.  I liked to 

use gingham for his shirts because gingham does not 

fade and I could let the darts out as needed.  When I was 
working as a legal assistant, I had to wear suits all the 
time because I never knew when I was going to end up at the 
court house or meeting with outside council.  By looking at the 

department store models and magazines, I could copy styles and make them for a 
fraction of the cost.  I liked to mix and match jacket and skirt and pants 
minimizing packing and luggage when I traveled on business. 

So now you ask, how did I finally get into quilting?  Here’s the real story.   I 
moved to East Texas in 2004 and we bought a house across the street from Diane.  The day the movers 
were to deliver our furniture, my husband and I were standing around waiting for them to arrive when 

Diane and her friend, Sharon Riland came over and introduced themselves.  Sharon was a quilter and she asked me ‘Do you, by 
chance, like to sew?  I said “Yes”.  She said ‘do you quilt’?  I said “No, I need another quilt like I need 
another hole in my head.  She asked me to go to her Quilt Guild meeting with her sometime.  So after 
a few weeks when we got settled, I wondered, well what am I going to do for fun now?  I called 
Sharon and asked if I could go quilting with her.  I got hooked and that was about ten years ago and I 
am still hooked and now all I think, read, dream – go to bed thinking about, wake up thinking about 
and doing most of the day is quilting.  I meet on the 2nd of each month with my friends at the Gun 
Barrel Quilters Guild at the Fire Station in Mabank, once a month with a bunch of crazy ladies to appliqué – we call ourselves the 
Applicrazies, and meet once a month with fellow quilters just to sit and sew – this group we call Proquiltinators, which means those 
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who put off everything in the way of house work or cooking in favor of quilting.  When I see anything, I think of it as a design for a 
quilt. I recently saw a napkin at The Victorian Lady and have now designed a quilt and acquired the fabric to make it.   
           I keep quilts I might use for myself, sell some, occasionally make a custom quilt if someone requests it and spend a lot of my 
time making quilts for CASA, Court Appointed Special Advocates.  These quilts go to comfort children who have been removed 
from their homes by the Court in Henderson County because of abuse or neglect.  My other passion is the Humane Society and 
Animal Rescue.  Our favorite breed of dog is the Vizsla, Hungarian Pointer.  I once made a special quilt depicting the Vizsla 
hunting pheasant, quail and dove in the field and donated it to the South Louisiana Vizsla Rescue with the proceeds to benefit 
rescued Vizslas.  One of my favorite quilts was a butterfly quilt made for a fellow who wanted to give it to a friend whose mother 
had passed away.  The mother had told the daughter to remember her when she saw a butterfly.  The quilt had 30 butterflies, each 
one memorializing a special event in the mother’s life, including a special butterfly representing the birth of the daughter.  He loved 
it.  You put very special feelings into each quilt and I can never make any two alike.  I always name each quilt within the first week 
or two of its construction. My other interests include the Civil War.  Currently I hold the position of Historian in the Mabank 
Chapter of United Daughters and have served as President and Recording Secretary in the past.  My quilting grandmother used to 
tell many interesting stories about her father who served in the Confederacy as a Private, Company “C”, 2nd Georgia Cavalry, CSA 
and I am very proud to be a great granddaughter of a Civil War Veteran.  I have enjoyed combining my 
interest in the Civil War with my love of quilting and have made several Civil War Quilts.  We will be 
having a special Civil War exhibition at our Quilt Show April 24, 2015 at the Cain Center in Athens, 
commemorating the end of the War Between the States in 1865.   

Diane Reece mad her report on raffle proceeds of $673.00 and Lana Gresham, who works as the 
receptionist for Steve Woodruff, DDS in Athens, was the winner.       

 Lana Gesham, was sitting in the Dr Woodruff’s office when Diane Reece came in with the quilt.  She said, “I bought six 
raffle tickets.  Months later she called and said I had won.”  Dr. Woodruff also admired the work and bought 
50 tickets which he split among the girls in the office.  I thought it was Americana, patriotic – Texas and you 
can’t get any better than that, Lana said.  The superior workmanship makes it a special prize.  I met with 
Diane, Jacque and a couple of others at the Tri County Library for an article in the paper.  “I love to win 
things – I don’t typically enter raffles so this was the authentic win”.   I had honestly forgotten the entry and 
was pleasantly surprised.”  Jacque spent over twenty-three hours of work building these donations into an 
exemplary piece of art.  Notice the cactus, chili peppers, the star of Texas, strip of material on the back for 
hanging, as well as the special the label and the scrolling stitches used to connect the three layers.  Jacque 
made these as a favor for her friend - Diane Reece both of whom are patients of Dr Steve Woodruff and “I 

knew both ladies.”  Lana may enter it in the State Fair of Texas 2014.  It was a traveling quilt, making RSGS 
meetings, June Garage Sale, 26 Apr 2014, Annual Quilt Show in Athens and finally home –  

 
 
into Lana Gresham’s 

hands.  
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carrie Wilson Woolverton 

AS Betsy Ross 

at the June 16 Meeting 

Carrie Anne Wilson Woolverton was born in Oklahoma and has ancestors who came to North America in 
the early 1600’s. Her ancestors fought for the United States and Texas in every war from the American 
Revolution, French and Indian War, War of 1812, Texas Revolution and Battle of San Jacinto, War Between 
the States, WW I, WW II, Korea and Viet Nam. Currently, her son-in-law serves in the Texas Army 
National Guard and recently finished a year-long tour in Afghanistan.  

She is married to Ben Woolverton and they reside in Kaufman County, Texas, where they raise beef cattle, hay and American 
Foundation Arabian horses. Ben and Carrie have four married daughters and nine grandchildren. Ben sells farm, gardening and 
sporting equipment. Carrie is a paralegal, entertainer, certified genealogist and DAR volunteer genealogist. The Arabian horses of 
their Honey Creek Farms compete at local and regional levels in performance disciplines.  
Carrie has compiled family history books on the Bell/Doan family, the Werrell/Harbert family, the Wilson/Bills family, the 
Bowers/Johnson/Skinner family, the Murphy/Seppie family, the White/Mobley family, and the Hoover/Haynes family. She is 
currently compiling a book on the Woolverton family.  
Carrie belongs to the following lineage societies: National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution, National Society 
of the United States Daughters of 1812, The Daughters of the Republic of Texas, Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 
United Daughters of the Confederacy, Descendants of Confederate Veterans, San Jacinto Descendants, Descendants of Texas 
Rangers, Gone To Texas Pioneers, Texas First Families, First Families of the Twin Territories in Oklahoma, the Doan Family 
Association, the Burleson Family Association, and the Tipton Family Association. Her applications are in process for National 
Society Daughters of the American Colonists and Tennessee First Families. She is the Registrar for the Neches River Chapter of 
the Texas DAR, the Chaplain for the James Butler Bonham Chapter of the DRT, and the Historian and Co-Registrar for the Gen. 
J. S. Griffith Chapter of the Texas UDC.  
Each year, Carrie hosts family reunions for the Bell-Doan family, the Bowers-Skinner-Johnson family, and the Werrell-Harbert 
family.  
Together with her brother, Rob Wilson, and formerly with her father, Bill Wilson (dec’d), she has spent 35 years locating the 
gravesites of ancestors from the East Coast to Texas, and everywhere in between, restoring their monuments and providing 
monuments to the graves where restoration is not possible.  

Also , 4 October 2014 MORNING Seminar 

“Beginning Genealogy” 

Bring your lineage notes 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 

  

RSGS Seminar 4 October 2014 Tri County Library $20 Advance 

 

Carrie W Woolverton, Beginning - Morning Session 

 Aaron Holt of NARA Afternoon Session 
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                        Grace Donovan and Charles Beale Research Volunteers 
Come by the Paula Davis Genealogy Room of Tri County Library at 132 East Market Street, 
Mabank, Texas any Tuesday from 9-12 and  you will probably see Grace and Beale ready to give 
your visit their whole consideration.  They are knowledgeable of the many facets of computer 
research as well as the location of books or film on the shelf for your particular subject.   
          Charles Beale has attended Family Reunions in Corsicana for Beale, Weeks, Nevill, McNeal 
and Dallas relatives are Sanders, Grozier, Barton, Rumley, Chapman, Polk, Walter and Allen.  He 
has been a member of RSGS since 2006.  His tree is on Ancestry. 
          Charles Sanders said “I came in April to help in the library, (I wish I could remember his name).  The fellow I 
worked with that day said,   “I have some ancestors named Sanders.”  I 
hope it wasn’t that bunch out of Carter – mine came from North 
Carolina.”  I replied.  He gave me that ‘deer in the headlights look.’ “Is 
one of them named Sam and the other 
John?”  He walked over – undone his 
briefcase and we compared lines.    His were 
the same as mine – talk about co-
incidence!  The lines met and we were 
back to 1695-1700. I think he’s about my 
81st cousin – maybe 3 times removed. 
COUSINS!  Charles and Charles are now working the proofs for application to a lineage 
society prior to 1776. 

 
Milton Jared Tillery, Civil War Activities and Some 

Tilleryana, Compiled by Edgar C Tillery is soon to be on the website.  “It is based my 

husband's relatives in the W T Lane Rangers / Civil War and his connection to 

those Tillery's.  Marian’s Hogue lineage ties in with Harry Hogue, another RSGS 
member,  who has his pedigree back to 700 England 

 

 Jim Gamblin www.findagrave.com 

  Dear Find A Grave participants, 

When linking information on an ancestor. Open the memorial.  There is an “EDIT” tab 

on the top right that allows you to link parents & spouse(s).  Then click on 

RELATIONSHIP INFORMATION.  I find it easier to open another window to look up 

the memorials of the parents and/or spouse.  If you want to connect them to their 

siblings or children, you will have to go to their memorial and link them to their 

parents. Note the memorial number. 

 

 Bob Stokes  - Scanning Reasonover Files 

for the RSGS Web Site 

www.rootseekers.org 

Mambers Tab 

 
 

 
 

Carolyn Bostonian’s report on the programs  

January, Margaret Ann Trail – 

Intestate;    February, Suzanne Fife –Martha 

Wasington and March – Bob Stokes – Dating 

a Quaker will be in the next Newsletter .  

DVD’s available upon request. 

http://www.findagrave.com/
http://www.rootseekers.org/


 

6 

RSGS Edition 2 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Root Seekers Genealogical 

Society 
www.rootseekers.org 

2014 Officers 

Margaret Ann Trail………….……….……President 

Julie Gustafson…………….……..1
st
 Vice President 

Diane Reece…………….………..2
nd

 Vice President 

Carolyn Bostian…….…………Recording Secretary 

Marian Tillery………………….…………Treasurer 

Carolyn Bostian…………..Corresponding Secretary 

Nina Hendricks…...…………….…Public Relations 

Julie Gustafson………………….…………....Editor 

Nina Hendricks………………..…..………Historian 

Marian Tillery……………………..…..Membership 

Frank Donovan…………………………….Chaplain 

 

 

Committees 

Webmaster………….……………….Frank Stokes 

Book Committee: Grace Donovan, Mary Beth Haley 

 

Email Committee: Carolyn Bostian 

Equipment Committee: Marian Tillery 

By-Laws Revision Assisting: Geneice Morris, 

Suzanne Fife, Bob Stokes 

The Root Seekers Genealogical Society is 

organized as a nonprofit, educational 

organication, managed by a Board of 

Directors.  Its purpose is to further the 

development of genealogical research and to 

act as a training agency for people interested 

in genealogical research, to acquire a 

collection of genealogical and historical 

material, and to make the information 

available to others doing genealogical 

research. 

Annual membership dues shall be $15 for an 

individual, $20 for a family.   

Regular meetings of the society are on the 

third Monday of each month at 7:00 PM, 

except December, in the Tri-County Library 

132 East Market Street, Mabank, Texas 75147-

2307. 

Telephone No 903-887-9622 

Books Catalogued 6/9/2014 
Martin’s Hundred 
Stark County (IL) and its Pioneers 
Cherokee Intermarried White 1906, vol. I – IV. 
Land Claims in Louisiana and Missouri 15th Congress 
Special Presidential Pardons of Confederate Soldiers, 
Parts 1 & 2 with index 
Volunteer Soldiers in the Cherokee War 1836 – 1839 
Land Claims in the Missouri Territory 1812 
Mississippi Newspaper Abstracts; Marriages and Deaths 
from Newspapers, Vol 1: 1837-1863 
Kentucky Colonization in Texas A History of the Peters 
Colony 
Cite Your Sources, A Manual for Documenting Family 
Histories and Genealogical Records 
State Census Records 
The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. LXXVIII, Spring 2000 
Chicago and Cook County, A Guide to Research 
Sketches of Western North Carolina, Historical and 
Biographical 
Five Sisters, the Langhornes of Virginia 
Index to South Western Reporter (2D), vol. 1 
Tri-County Obituaries 2012 
 

Books are catalogued by Margaret Ann Trail and Mary 

Beth Haley 

 

Grace Donovan and Charles Beale staff the volunteer group.  

“We all put things away..” 

 

http://www.tricountylibrary.org/ 

On the left side, click on find a book 

Enter the title or author of what you are looking for 

 MAT 

 

Nina Hendricks keeps the library files on 

obituaries.  These are obituaries from  as early as 1800 listed 

in the books A-Z.  The books from 2000 -2013 are compiled 

by year. You may find these on the shelves of the Paula Davis 

Room on the left as you walk through the door. 

http://www.tricountylibrary.org/
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Claire Stout  

Tri County Library Director  

Retired After Seventeen years  

of Service - 30 June 2014 

 
We lost a powerful ally when Claire Stout retired. She was recognized by Sarah Maples Chapter DAR at their 

George Washington Tea for the Women in American History Award for 2010.  This is an award given to a 

notable local woman who has contributed to American History and made a difference in our community.  

Claire has quietly led the Tri-County library and prides herself in friendliness of the Tri-County library.  She 

has helped the library become more technology focused, and continues to encourage the community to use 

the facility.  She recognizes the true value of volunteers.  

 She is a local history buff and has helped many people research their family history. She is available to 

help others when Root Seekers are not there.  She speaks highly of the inter-library loan program where if 

the library doesn’t have the book you want, she can get it for you from others for the cost of postage only 

and the future which will allow for on-line borrowing. 

 Her love of Mabank History led to her being able to “get back” two paintings that hand in the library 

meeting/display room.  “Snow” is a large art piece of a local gravedigger, who dug graves by hand and 

“Picnic” which shows some of Mabank present residents.  The library has a reading corner, donated by  pat 

ron Nancy Adams.  Display cases allow the DAR to share American History, commemorative events, and 

patriotism to the public.  It is also a place to get Wiifi. 

 Claire felt that whatever she could do to get people to the library door will help them to keep coming 

back.  She thinks “Whisper the Resident Cat” is a drawing card, story hour for the public schools and the pre-

school bi-lingual computer.  She loves that so many community clubs and families use the library for 

meetings and celebrations. 

 Overall, Claire has been behind the scene leader who has made the library a friendly inviting place.  

There, one can do research, read, be read to, learn to read, study genealogy, see a local history display, use 

technology and media because this “eclectic” leader is dedicated to the Mabank Community.  Claire often 

describes herself as, “not the educated librarian, but the dedicated librarian.” 

 Claire Stout was born in the West Texas town of Monohans.  Her father, Alva Campbell relocated the 

family to El Paso, Texas when she was five years old.  Claire grew to womanhood in El Paso where she met 

Glen Stout, a military man.  They fell in love, married and moved to Glen’s hometown of Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  

She finished her education in Cedar Rapids attending the Kirkwood Community College. 

 Claire and Glen Stout have four children, Tim, Todd, Ted and Elizabeth.  They are also the proud 

grandparents of two girls and four boys. The Stouts moved back to Texas where Claire has been employed by 

the Tri County Library for seventeen years and Library Director for the past ten years.  Through her dedicated 

leadership, Claire has made the Tri County Library a friendly and homey environment made possible with the 

help of volunteers. 
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What’s In It For Me? 
I’m So Glad You Asked 
What were some of my people doing for a living? 
Where exactly was their home and or farm property located on the county plat? 
Did my people serve the others in the community?  If so, in what capacity?  Sheriff, Military, 
Pastor, Teacher etc.   
Where can I get that info? Call the library in the closest town or city and ask about centennial 
books – city or county. 
Consider centennial books for the county or major city where your family members lived.  People took 
great pride in telling their story for future generations to have an idea as to who they were and why 

they came together to build a better place to live, learn and grow. 
“The Hudson Colony” a bicentennial book.  1776-1976.  People had lived in central Illinois for 10,000 years.  My great 
grandfather, a Snavely, was a  
Dunkard pastor and farmer at Hudson Illinois.  The grain elevator in town had an 1896 plat for the area and Snavely’s 
farm and church were shown.  He let me copy that – Thank you.  I said, “Do you have a library here?”  Yes, a block 
away.  It was a town of 1,000 people.  The librarian said they had lots of centennial books from 1976 on a top shelf.  I 
bought about twelve for $5.00 each and sent some to my cousins.  The librarian told me when they would have been 
buried and where – just off Route 51, and so they were!! 
Little did I know that one of our Root Seekers was a close friend of my cousin, Fred Snavely in Hudson and he was in 
the Lions Club as well as in the book where he is listed as “Charles M Sanders.”  They attended college together!  Use 
Centennial Books and share your story. Bye for now and good hunting. 
Skip Gustafson 
 
Editor’s Message 

While reviewing all of the RSGS Newsletters from 1993, there are several  items that need to be included once 
again; for instance, the pedigrees: I am in the process of making a list of the pedigrees online in the RSGS Members 
website.  I discovered Hogue Pedigree and found out that it was Marian Tillery’s linage AND Harry Hogue’s,(who has 
his pedigree back to 700’s) he knows where the two lines connect.  The Sanders is another pedigree and that one 
connects Charles Sanders and Charles Beale who is in the final stages of sourcing his documents for membership in the 
USSDP (Pilgrims).  Charles Beale also connects with Nina Hendricks on the Irby line!!!  That’s how I became involved in 
RSGS –Jim Robertson was at an SAR meeting one night and I asked him how he spells his name, “is it Robinson?”  His 
low voice reached the highest pitch I have ever heard from him as he retorted “R-O-B-E-R-T-S-O-N”  I explained that 
Robertson was my line and he buffed me off by saying to send the information to him.  The scanned image was off to 
him as soon as we returned home.  His reply read, “Dear cousin.”   Another time while driving Lloyd Bockstruck to a 
seminar, I sought his help to find a line back to pre 1700’s.  He inquired about the names and state and when I told him 
– he said – “We are cousins on the Thomas Lockett line.”  He said his lines were verified via wills of every generation, 
and – as I searched wills and Estate Distribution Deeds- there it all was!  I am a native Virginian who came all the way 
to Texas only to find cousins – lots of cousins – working together as a happy family – verifying and helping each other 
with sources so very hard to find!  While researching many of Skip’s family members in Lancaster Pennsylvania for 
SAR, he found that we were of the same Graybill/Grabill line and were there cousins!  

 Another interesting article I found was coverage of lineage societies like Frank Donovan’s article on the 
Jamestowne Society(April 10, 2007) with the most complete information:  Mission Statement, Qualifying Ancestors’ List 
.   Pertinent information from past members, like Liz Pierce.  Charles Beale revealed that Liz would go into the Dallas 
Public Library Catalog and pull the books by reference number so the research was stream lined when they got there.  
Many of the military records are there on film; also, are the Deeds and death records on film by state. We now have the 
George Bush Library at SMU which is a very enjoyable visit (Google Bush Library) and can also be referenced from the 
computer prior to a visit.  I haven’t been to the Confederacy Museum yet, but Fold 3 has a new search for soldiers of the 
War Between the States.  There’s so much more and it is attributable to the many knowledgeable members.  If you have 
pulled the Membership list kept current by Marian Tillery, you will see the “Member Since” date listed beside Lynelle B 
Caffey, Carol Dwinnell, Suzanne Fife, Charter; Glenda V King, Charter; Marian Tillery, Charter – to name a few – and 
most have participated with the additional hard work required for RSGS Officer.  Thank you, Nina Hendricks.  Thank 
you, Bob Stokes.  Thank you, Ruth Shelton.  Thank you, Charles Beale. Thank you Carol Dwinnell, Margaret Ann Trail 
and Claire Stout!  Thanks to all who have honored people’s search for family through the Root Seekers Genealogical 
Society with never a scowl or complaint!  Just love that attitude of gratitude we see each month.          Editor 


