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             NEWSLETTER 

 
Root Seekers Genealogical Society          Volume No. XXVI Issue No. 1   Mabank, TX     January 2016 

        Important Dates 

February Monthly Meeting 

                    February 15th 

President’s Day 

                    February 15th 

March Monthly Meeting 

     March 21st 

 

The 1890 census “What Really Happened”.  

The Eleventh Census of the United States was taken in 

June 1890. As there was not a permanent Census Bu-

reau until 1902, the Department of the Interior adminis-

tered the Eleventh Census.  This was the first U.S. cen-

sus to use Herman Hollerith's electrical tabulation sys-

tem, a method by which data representing certain popu-

lation characteristics were punched into cards and tabu-

lated. The censuses of 1790 through 1880 required all 

or part of schedules to be filed in county clerks' offices. 

Ironically, this was not required in 1890, and the original 

copies of the schedules were forwarded to Washington. 

The 1890 census schedules differed from previous ones 

in several ways. For the first time, enumerators pre-

pared a separate schedule for each family. The sched-

ule contained expanded inquiries relating to race (white, 

black, mulatto, quadroon, octoroon, Chinese, Japanese, 

or Indian), home ownership, ability to speak English, im-

migration, and naturalization. Enumerators asked mar-

ried women for the number of children born and the 

number living at the time of the census to determine fe-

cundity. The 1890 schedules also included a question 

relating to Civil War service.  

In March 1896, the original 1890 special schedules for 

mortality, crime, pauperism and benevolence, special 

classes (e.g., deaf, dumb, blind, insane), and portions of 

the transportation and insurance schedules were badly 

damaged by fire and destroyed by Department of the 

Interior order. No damage to the general population 

schedules was reported at that time. In fact, a 1903 cen-

sus clerk found them to be in "fairly good condition."  
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Despite repeated ongoing requests by the Secretary of Commerce and others for an archives 

building where all census schedules could be safely stored, by January 10, 1921, the schedules 

could be found piled in an orderly manner on closely placed pine shelves in an unlocked file 

room in the basement of the Commerce Building. 

At about five o'clock on that afternoon smoke was noticed coming through openings around 

pipes that ran from the boiler room into the file room. It was reported to the desk watchman, who 

called the fire department. Minutes later, on the fifth floor, a watchman noticed smoke in the 

men's bathroom, took the elevator to the basement, was forced back by the dense smoke, and 

went to the watchman's desk. By then, the fire department had arrived, the house alarm was 

pulled and a dozen employees still working on upper floors evacuated.  

The fireman poured twenty streams of water into the building and flooded the cellar through 

holes cut into the concrete floor. The fire did not go above the basement, seemingly thanks to a 

fireproofed floor. By 9:45 p.m. the fire was extinguished, but firemen poured water into the 

burned area past 10:30 p.m. Disaster planning and recovery were almost unknown in 1921. With 

the blaze extinguished, despite the obvious damage and need for immediate salvage efforts, the 

chief clerk opened windows to let out the smoke, and everyone except the night watchman went 

home. 

The morning after was an archivist's nightmare, with ankle-deep water covering records in many 

areas. Although the basement vault was considered fireproof and watertight, water seeped 

through a broken wired-glass panel in the door and under the floor, damaging some earlier and 

later census schedules on the lower tiers. The 1890 census, however, was stacked outside the 

vault and was, according to one source, "first in the path of the firemen." Salvage of the water-

soaked and charred documents might be possible, reported the bureau, but saving even a small 

part would take a month, and it would take two to three years to copy off and save all the rec-

ords damaged in the fire.  

Four days later the Census Director complained they had not and would not be permitted any 

further work on the schedules until the insurance companies completed their examination.  A 

state-by-state report was released of the number of volumes damaged by water in the basement 

vault, including volumes from the 1830, 1840, 1880, 1900, and 1910 censuses. The total num-

ber of damaged vault volumes numbered 8,919, of which 7,957 were from the 1910 census. It 

was estimated that 10 percent of these vault schedules would have to be "opened and dried, 

and some of them recopied." The census schedules of 1790-1820 and 1850-1870 were on the 

fifth floor of the Commerce Building and reportedly not damaged. The new 1920 census was 

housed in a temporary building at Sixth and B Streets, SW, except for some of the non-

population schedules being used on the fourth floor. 
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The disaster spurred renewed cries and support for a National Archives. It also gave rise to pro-

posals for better records protection in current storage spaces. The Washington Post expressed 

outrage that the Declaration of Independence and Constitution were in danger even at the mo-

ment, being stored at the Department of State in wooden cabinets. 

Meanwhile, the still soggy, "charred about the edges" original and only copies of the 1890 sched-

ules remained in ruins. At the end of January, the records damaged in the fire were moved to 

temporary storage. Over the next few months, rumors spread that salvage attempts would not be 

made and that Census Director had recommended that Congress authorize destruction of the 

1890 census. Prominent historians, attorneys, and genealogical organizations wrote to new Sec-

retary of Commerce Herbert Hoover, the Librarian of Congress, and other government officials in 

protest. The National Genealogical Society (NGS) and Daughters of the American Revolution for-

mally petitioned Hoover and Congress, and the editor of the NGS Quarterly warned that a nation-

wide movement would begin among state societies and the press if Congress seriously consid-

ered destruction . 

By May of 1921 the records were still piled in a large warehouse where, complained new census 

director, they could not be consulted and would probably gradually deteriorate. He arranged for 

their transfer back to the census building, to be bound where possible, but at least put in some 

order for reference. 

Little is known about what occurred with the  1890 schedules between 1922 and 1932. However 

in December 1932, in accordance with federal records procedures at the time, the Chief Clerk of 

the Bureau of Census sent the Librarian of Congress a list of papers no longer necessary for cur-

rent business and scheduled for destruction. He asked the Librarian to report back to him any 

documents that should be retained for their historical interest. Item 22 on the list for Bureau of the 

Census read "Schedules, Population . . . 1890, Original." The Librarian identified no rec-

ords as permanent, the list was sent forward, and Congress authorized destruction on February 

21, 1933. At least one report states the 1890 census papers were finally destroyed in 1935, and 

a small scribbled note found in a Census Bureau file states "remaining schedules destroyed by 

Department of Commerce in 1934 (not approved by the Geographer)." How were these records 

overlooked by Library of Congress staff? Who in the Census Bureau determined the schedules 

were useless, why, and when? Ironically, just one day before Congress authorized destruction of 

the 1890 census papers, President Herbert Hoover laid the cornerstone for the National Archives 

Building. 

 

Even after the outcry in 1921, thirteen years later the 
Census Bureau destroyed the remaining 1890 sched-
ules. 
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The following is a list of the very few records that exist from the 1890 census. There are 6,160 
names indexed on the surviving 1890 population schedules. These are someone's ancestors.   

 

 

The extant schedules are numbered and noted following rolls 1-3 below. 

Roll 1 

Perry County, Alabama (Perryville Beat No.11 and Severe Beat No. 8) [fragments 1-455]. 

Roll 2 

District of Columbia. Q, 13th, 14th, R, Q, Corcoran, 15th, S, R, and Riggs Streets, Johnson Ave-
nue, and S Street [fragments 456-781]. 

Roll 3 

Muscogee County (Columbus), Georgia; McDonough County (Mound Twp.), Illinois; Wright Coun-

ty (Rockford), Minnesota; Hudson County (Jersey City), New Jersey; Westchester County, 

(Eastchester); and Suffolk County (Brookhaven Twp.), New York; Gaston County (South Point 

Twp. and River Bend Twp.) and Cleveland County (Twp. No. 2), North Carolina; Hamilton County 

(Cincinnati) and Clinton County (Wayne Twp.), Ohio; Union County (Jefferson Twp.), South Dako-

ta; Ellis County (J.P. No. 6, Mountain Peak, and Ovilla Precinct), Hood County (Precinct No. 5), 

Rusk County (No. 6 and J.P. No. 7), Trinity County (Trinity Town and Precinct No. 2) and Kauf-

man County (Kaufman) [fragments 782-1,233], Texas.    

                                                        (To Be Continued ) 

Excerpts and information from “Prologue Magazine”, published by National Archives and Records 

Administration (NARA) Spring 1996, Vol. 28, No. 1 
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              New Acquisitions 

History of Parker County                Donated by Ruth Shelton 

 

John McDouglald, Sr., His Descendants and Relatives From Florida to Texas 

                                                    2 copies donated by Frances Reasonover 

The Mabank Years 1943—1948   

       Donated by Dick Bramblitt 

Martin Varner: Texas Pioneer 

       Donated by RSGS in memory of Jynelle Caffey 

 

Raney Family History    Donated by Don Raney 

 

Carter’s Grove, The Story of a Virginia Plantation and its Relationship to Martin’s Hundred 

(background and research papers). 

       Donated by Martha Heard 

 

Red River County (TX) in 1890:  The Year of the Missing Census 

Coffee County Tennessee Wills  1833—1860 

Marriages & Deaths from Tarboro North Carolina Newspapers  1824-1865 

Dade County, Missouri Records 

Camp Chase Federal Civil War Prison Camp; Columbus, OH (Cemetery Records) 

Anson County, North Carolina Deed Abstracts, 1749-1766; Abstracts of Wills &      Estates, 1749-

1795 

Marriage Bonds of Duplin County North Carolina 1749-1868 
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October and November programs presented to Root Seekers  

 

At the October meeting member Carol Dwinnell spoke of printing her family trees and books for 

her family in presenting “Ten Steps to writing Your Family History” . 

“There is absolutely no right or wrong way to do your family history.  It is yours,” Dwinnell said. 

She found with each of her lines, they all require a little different format. She took a couple of 

courses at Washburn University in Topeka, Kansas, to learn about researching and keeping rec-

ords.  

Living in Kansas at the time and afraid a tornado would come along and wipe out her records that 

took years to collect, she was determined to get them in book form so she could give them to her 

children and other family members.   

She mentioned how easy it is in today’s world with computers and a family program but back 

when she did hers it was a lot harder. 

She has done six books on different sides of her family.  She did all the typing and printing, and 

included pictures of family, their homes, churches and even maps. 

Then she had to decide how to bind the books together, either staples or spiral bound or have 

them done by a professional.  

Her 10 steps are to sort and organize the piles of information, such as documents, pictures and 

records, and be sure to include sources. Decide on a format, write a biography for each person 

mentioned, if information is available, include family stories and genealogy charts. Set a timeline 

to complete each step.  

 

 

 

 

Claire Stout presented the November program on “FDR Takes The United States Off The Gold 

Standard”.  On June 5, 1933, the United States went off the gold standard, a monetary system in 

which currency is backed by gold, when Congress enacted a joint resolution nullifying the right of 

creditors to demand payment in gold. 

The United States had been on a gold standard since 1879, except for an embargo on gold ex-

ports during World War I, but bank failures during the Great Depression of the 1930’s frightened 

the public into hoarding gold, making the policy untenable. 
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Roosevelt ordered all gold coins and gold certificates in denominations of more than $100 to be 

turned in for other types of money. 

People had until May 1, 1933, for a set price of $20.67 per ounce. In 1934, the government price of 

gold was increased to $35 per ounce. The government held the $35 per ounce price until President 

Richard Nixon announced the United States would no longer convert dollars to gold at a fixed value, 

thus completely abandoning the gold standard. 

In 1974, President Gerald Ford signed legislation that permitted Americans again to own gold bul-

lion. 

 

Reports courtesy of Nina Hendricks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where Did They Come Up With That Name??? 

We have all ran across unusual names while conducting research.  Some of the names just caught 

your eye because they were unusual and some of them may have been your actual ancestor.  It 

makes you wonder what the parents were thinking when naming  their child Dorcas Tranquilla, Ro-

swell Winfield, Orange,  or Churchwell ( all actual ancestors of mine).   I guess after having 14 kids, 

America Tennessee was the best you could think of, if you lived in Tennessee. 

Of course these days it seems celebrities try to choose the most outrageous names they can to 

name their children.  It almost seems like a game among them to see who can  come up with the 

weirdest name, but one hundred or two hundred years ago, “where did they come up with those 

names?” 

What are some of the unusual names you have come across?  Send them to me and if you know 

the story behind the name and I will publish a few of them along.  
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Root Seekers Newsletter 

The Root Seekers Newsletter is published Quarterly at Mabank, Texas, by the Root Seekers Gene-

alogical Society.  The mailing address of the society is: 

RSGS                                                                                                                                                       

Tri-County Library                                                                                                                                            

P. O. Box 1770                                                                                                                                                           

Mabank, TX 75147 

Our Mission Statement:                                                                                                                           

The Society, a non-profit organization, seeks to further the development of genealogical research’ 

to act as a training agency for persons interested in genealogical research; and to acquire and 

make available a collection of genealogical and historical materials.       

The present membership is approximately 42.  Current Officers for 2016 are: 

Margaret Ann Trail                    President                                                                                                    

Suzanne Fife                             1
st
 Vice President                                                                                  

Geneice Morris                           2
nd

 Vice President                                                                         

Carolyn Bostian                          Recording Secretary                                                                       

Mary Beth Haley                      Corresponding Secretary                                                            

Marian Tillery                          Treasurer                                                                                       

Nina Hendricks                        Historian/Public Relations                                                           

Patsy Cooley                         Newsletter Editor* 

*Not an Officer but an appointed position 

Annual membership dues are $15.00 for an individual, $20.00 for a family and $5.00 for a full time 

student.                                                                                       

Regular meetings of the Society are on the third Monday of each month, except December (do not 

meet), at 7:00 p.m. at the Tri-County Library on Market Street, Mabank, TX.                                                                                                                                               
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Time to Try Something New 

When is the last time you tried something new?  A 

new hobby, a new vegetable, a different type of ethnic 

food, or just a new way of doing something that you 

have done before.   

Well, the new thing I am trying is writing a newsletter.  

I have always thought I would like to write a book, but 

of course never had a clue on how to start one. After 

having to write several snail mail letters the last few 

months, it occurred to me I don’t like to write. 

So when our president asked me to start doing the 

newsletter I was quite hesitant.  I had never done any-

thing like that before and did not really know how to 

proceed.  I do not consider myself as having much to 

say, however I agreed to give it a try and this is my 

first attempt.   

Now my challenge is to not only find topics and arti-

cles that are interesting and informative, but to ask all 

of the Root Seekers members to contribute your ide-

as, suggestions, and articles.   

If you don’t have anything to contribute to the newslet-

ter, then try some Thai or Ethopian  food, go volunteer 

at the food pantry, help a friend research their family, 

go winter fishing and catch a 30 pound catfish.   

It’s a new year, try something new.  If you want to 

share your new experience and how it turned out my 

email address is below. 

Oh, and please forgive any grammar or typos in the 

newsletter.  Remember I’m trying. 

Patsy Cooley, Editor 

bekewl2@yahoo.com 
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LDS  -  Wiki Article  -  Texas Military (click on #3) 

 https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Texas_Military_Records 

Texas State Library & Archives  -  Online Collections (Adjutant General Service Records, 

 Republic Claims, Republic of Texas Passports) 

 https://www.tsl.state.tx.us/landing/collections.html   

Texas General Land Office  -  Land Grant Search 

 http://www.glo.texas.gov/cf/land-grant-search/index.cfm 

Handbook of Texas Online 

 http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/index.html 

Baylor University  -  Texas Collection  - Biographical Gazetteer  

    (Note: to search click on HERE 

 http://www.baylor.edu/lib/texas/index.php?id=69777 

Portal to Texas History 

 http://texashistory.unt.edu/ 

Gammel’s Laws of Texas 

 http://texinfo.library.unt.edu/lawsoftexas/ 

Texas Muster Rolls, 1835  -  1836 

 http://www.txgenweb.org/tx/muster.html 

Index to Military Rolls of the Republic of Texas, 1835  -  1845 

 http://www.tshaonline.org/supsites/military/rep_cont.htm 

The Alamo  -  San Antonio, Texas 

 http://www.thealamo.org/main/index.php 

 

  


